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ADVERTISEMENT 


OF THE ENGLISH PUBLISHER. 
— 


Mx. PHILLIPS, who preſents to the Britifh 
Public this intereſting Journey of the Dutch Em- 
baſſy to the Court of the Emperor of China, conceives 
he is making an accehtable and valuable addition to 
the exiſting flock of knowledge relative to an Empire, 
the great extent, population, and antiquity of which 
render it an almoſt exhauftleſs ſubjeft of information 
and curigſiiy. 


EReſpecting the views of the Embaſſy, and the value 

and originality of the materials of which' the work 
tonſiſts, he has nothing to add to the able and per- 
Hicuous Preface of the French Editor, nor ſhall he in 
any way preſume to anticipate the opinion or approbation 
of the Eugliſi Reader. 


With reſpect to the Tranſlation, he will venture 
without heſitation to affirm, that it is faithfully performs» 
ed. It is the work of a Gentleman of approved talents, 
whom a long refidence in France has rendered incapable 
of the blunders that almoſt akways deform books tranſ- 
lated from the French tongue into ours, The ad- 
vantage of receiving a copy of the original Jong be- 
Fore any other was imſiorted, enabled him alſo to 
execute his taſk at his leiſure, and to finiſh it with a 
more than uſual degree of accuracy. The Publiſher 
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therefere hopes, that when the lime ſhall come of 
comparing this Tranſlation with any other, it will be 
found to have a fill greater firecedency in merit than 


in the date of its appearance. 


"The only difference between this Edition and the 
Original Work conſiſts in the placing of the Gloſſary in 
the Firſt inflead of the Second Volume. As nearly 


| the whole of the words requiring explanation occur in 


the Firſt Volume, this arrangement is judged to be 
more convenient to the Reader, eſpecially to Sub- 
ſcribers to Libraries, aud Members of Book Societies, 
in which the volumes generally circulate ſeparately. 
Tais dictionary of terms is indeed one of the moſt va- 


 tuable parts of the work, abounding in new and curious 


ob[ervations relative to the policy, the manners, and 


the language of the Chineſe. 


Among other exertions to render his Edition Wor — 
thy of the public fratronage, Mr. Phillips has taken 
muck pains to procure a CORRECT CHART OF THE 
ROUTE ; an appendage which the Reader will find to 
be indiſpenſable, and without which the narrative 
would be wholly unintelligible. By making this im- 
portant addition, he concetves that he has confider- 
ably encreaſed the value of the work, and given his 


* Edition an almoſt rene claim to the fav our of the 
Public. 


No. 71, &. Paul's Church Yard, 
- OR. 20, 1798, 
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HIS EXCELLENC N 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, 


„ OF THE UNITED STATES OF 


AMERICA. 
— 8 


. 
TRAVELS among the moſt ancient peo- 


ple which now inhabits this globe, and 


which owes its long exiſtence to the ſyſtem 
that makes its Chief the Father of the 
National Family, cannot appear under 
better auſpices than thoſe of the Great 
Man who was elected, by the univerſal 


ſuffrage of a new nation, to preſide at the 


conqueſt of liberty, and in the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a government in which every thing 
beſpeaks the love of the Firſt OI 
for the people. 
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Permit me then to addreſs the homage 
of my-veneration to the virtues which in 
your Excellency afford ſo ſtriking a reſem- 
blance between Aſia and America. I can- 
not ſhew myſelf more worthy of the title of 
Citizen of the United States, which is be- 
come my adoptive Country, than by pay- 
ing a juſt tribute to the Chief, whoſe prin- 
ciples and ſentiments are calculated to 
procure. them a duration equal to that of 
the Chineſe Empire. | 


Jam, with reſpect, 
© 
Your Excellency's 
Moſt humble, 


And moſt obedient Servant, | 


A. E. VAN-BRAAM Houck6etsr, 


"— a 
— 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


THE EDITOR. 


THt more diſtant the Regions which the Traveller 
deſcribes, the more they differ in their moral and phy- 
fical nature from the nations for whoſe inſtruftion and 
gratification he deſtines his obſervations, the more im- 


portant is it to the reader to know in what degree tris 


confidence is due to the man who ſpeaks to him of 
what is paſſing in remote countries, and almoſt at the 
other end of the world. | | 


It is particularly in reſpe&t to China that the Fear 
of receiving the productions of an imagination more or 
leſs fertile for a true recital is eafily awakened. That 


immenſe Empire is ſo little known; the prejudices of 


its inhabitants, or rather the wiſdom of its government, 
has thrown ſo many obſtacles in the way of thoſe Eu- 
ropeans who might feel a defire to penetrate into the 
country in order to fatisfy their curioſity and to ex- 
amine what imperfect and haſty ſketches have given 


them a faint idea of, that if it is eaſy to give imaginary 


a4 details 
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details for certain facts, it is at the ſame time difficult 


to ſecure a true relation, from the exiſting diſtruſt, which 
puts the Reader upon his guard-againſt-the Narrator. 


Accordingly, to expect always extraordinary things 
from a Traveller who ſpeaks of China, and to doubt his 
_ veracity merely becauſe he relates things which ſeem 
extraordinary — is the diſpoſition of mind of thoſe, who 
read any thing written concerning that aſtoniſhing 
country. | 


It is to ſhew the well-informed reader what degree of 
confidence he may place in the Travels now ſubmitted 
to his inſpection, that the Editor has thought it ad- 
viſeable to give him ſome idea of the character of * 
3 who 8 ws to „ pnd FM 


by, 0 


| NI. Andre Went n ee Houckgeeſt, W in 

1739, in the province of Utrecht, in Holland, firſt 
ſerved his country in the Dutch navy, in which two of 
his brothers, ſtill alive, have more than once-diſplayed 
great talents, | and have both obtained the rank bas 
e as a w=_ reward for N _—_— 


4, . 4 
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euer characteriſtic it is to be commercial, often affords, 
M. Van-Braam quitted the navy in 1758, and went to 
China, in quality of Supercargo of the Dutch Eaſt- 
India Company. He reſided at Macao and Canton till 
77 35 except * two yy ſhort voyages to Europe. 


: | Returning 


- 


ADVERTISEMENT. OF THE EDITOR- 1X 


"Returning to his native land after an effective reſi - 
dience of eight years in a country where in that length 
of time he could not fail to acquire great information, 
M. Van-Braam ſettled in Guelderland, and remained 
there till 1782. 


| At 5 aſt· mentioned epoch the Independence of 
America had juſt been ſolemnly acknowledged by the 
powers of the old world. This event, which re echoed 
throughout Europe, and awakened ideas almoſt as new 
as itſelf, inſpired M. Van-Braam with the deſire of 
inhabiting a country which bad been repreſented to ow 
1 the moſt enthuſiaſtic terms. 


Of all the United States he gave the preference to 
South Carolina; and in 1783 became a merchant, 
and a cultivator of rice in that State. He was even 
naturalized as a citizen of the United States in 1784; 
and was living there in peace and happineſs, when one 
of thoſe dreadful fatalities of which the climate of that 
province affords but too many examples, deprived him, 
in the courſe of a ſingle month, of four of his children. 


This loſs, for which a paternal heart has never been 
able to conſole itſelf, together with that of his fortune oc- 
caſioned by a falſe friend, were the motives that induced 
M. Van-Braam to liſten to the propoſitions tranſmitted 1 
to him by one of his brothers in the name of the Dutch | 
Eaſt-India Company, who wiſhed him to undertake 1 
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the management of their affairs at Canton, in _ 
of Chief of the Factory. 


This new mark of confidence ſhewn him by his pri- 
mitive country, and his deſire to turn his eyes from 
2 quarter of the globe in which his two only ſons and 
two of his daughters had found an untimely grave, de- 
termined M. Van Braam to accept what was offered 
him. He returned to Holland, and ſet off Rr e 
after for Canton. 


A knowledge of ſeveral countries, and a conſequent 
habit of obſerving their oppoſite characters, inſpired 
M. Van-Braam with a defire of more attentively ex- 
amining all that he was allowed to ſee of China, With 
this deſire was combined that rational curioſity which 
ſeeks to penetrate into myſteries under which it imagines 
uſeful truths to lie concealed ; and, laſtly, that ſenti- 
ment ſo natural to a European, of wiſhing to acquire 
further knowledge of a nation of which the little 
already known furniſhes matter of ſo much well- 
founded aſtoniſhment, 


As ſoon as this project was conceived, M. Van-Braam 
made it one of his principal concerns. Induſtrious both 
by habit and diſpofition; led by his very duties to 
make obſervations; having opportunities more or leſs 
frequent of queſtioning Chineſe ; able himſelf to ſketch . 
every ching that came in his way; enabled by the in- 
creaſe of his fortune, a canſcquence of his ſucceſsful | 

adminiſtration 
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adminiſtration of the Company's affairs, to pay intel- 
ligent artiſts ; and never tired of waiting in order that 
he might ſee things better, and hazard nothing upon 
mere conjecture, he every day added to what I ſhall 
call his Chineſe riches. | 


But one of thoſe uncommon events, ſuch as it were to 
be wiſhed might fall in the way of all true friends to 
-uſeful ſcience, occurred moſt opportunely to favour M. 
Van-Braam's inclinations and plan. 


Appointed Second in the Embaſly ſent by the Dutch 
Caſt · India Company to the Emperor of China in 1794, 
a vaſt extent of country was laid open to his view. 
Thus converting into perſonal experience what had 
been little more than oral tradition, he had the moſt fa- 
vourable opportunity of verifying all that had been related 
to him, and, what was ſtill more fortunate, of forming 
a judgment of things which he had not even had an idea 
of enquiring into, becauſe nothing had given him reaſon 
to ſuſpe& their exiſtence. 


Aſtoniſhed by what he ſaw, M. Van-Braam did not 
loſe a ſingle moment in making: the inhabitants of the 
other parts of the world, as far as it depended upon him, 
partakers in the ſenſations he experienced, and in thg 
well-founded admiration he felt on more than one oc- 
cafion. Donbly a painter, his pen and his pencil were 
conſtantly employed in depicting whatever he ſaw ; and 
ſparing neither pains nor expence, he may be ſaid not ta 
a have 
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have ſuffered any thing to eſcape him which was wonty 
of the attention of a diſcerning mo 


The narrative of his journey may even be conſidered, in 
ſome degree, as an official account of the Dutch Embaily, 
fince having been ſubmitted to the inſpection of the 
perſons belonging to that Embaſſy, it did not afford 
them the leaſt room for criticiſm, and ſince the Ambaſ- 
ſador himſelf took copies of it, with a view of ſending 


them to the Regency of Batavia, and to the Prince 


Stadtholder. 


= The age of M..Van-Braam, the ſucceſs that attended 
his undertakings, the ties of nature, and thoſe of friend- 
ſhip, at laſt induced him to quit Canton on the fixth 
of December 1795, with a view to-paſs the reſt of his 

ays in the United States of America, He arrived at 
Fhiladelphia on the th of pri 1790 


Never, I will venture to 1 8 did a foreigner "SKY 
China with a like treaſure, or with ſo many teſtimonies 


of his veracity; and if M. Van-Braam had only exhibited | 


his numerous drawings of every thing which that Em- 
pire preſented to him as worthy of a place in his immenſe 
collection, China would be better known by them alone 
than by all that has been written concerning it till the 
preſent day. To give an idea of what is experienced 
upon a ſight of all the drawings which M. Van-Braam 
has collected, and which repreſent China in every ſhape, 
and in every Point of view, I will only ſay, that after 
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the curioſity of the moſt acute and inquiſitive ſpectator 
is fatiated, a multitude of things {till remain to be 
examined, which excite his ſurpriſe anew, 


Finally, as if it were M. Van-Braam's deſtiny to 
fignalize his abode in China by the moſt ſtriking cir- 
cumſtances, he has brought over with him ſeveral Chi- 
neſe, who ſeem to be come purpoſely to atteſt the truth 
of what he has related concerning their country, or has 
repreſented in his collection of drawings: a collection 
which he expoſed for ſeveral months at Philadelphia to 
the view of all amateurs of the ſciences. It was even 
impoſſible to avoid fancying ourſelves in China, while 
ſurrounded at once by living Chineſe, and by repreſen- 
tations of their manners, their —_— their monu- 
ments, and their arts. 

Such are M. Van Braam's claims upon the good- 
will of his readers, and, I had almoſt ſaid, upon their 
gratitude. 


As to the Editor's labours, they have been executed 
with the greateſt care; and he at leaſt deſerves the praiſe 

of fidelity, fince there is not a fingle line that has not been 
| ſubmitted to the examination of the Author, who is 
ſufficiently maſter of the French to be an excellent judge 

of every * written in that language. | 


Perſ aaded that a few explanatory notes would addto the 
intereſt of the work, the Author and Editor have placed 


ſeveral 


& 


bv ADVERTISEMENT oF THE EDIfoR. 


feveral at the head of each of the two volumes to which 
they more particularly belong . The ſame motive has 
ſuggeſted them all—a defire to gratify the public. 


It is with the ſame intention that the Editor has 
thought proper to ſubjoin to the work a notice of the 
valuable collection of drawings made by M. Van-Braam, 
who during five years conſtantly employed two Chineſe 
draughtſmen in forming this numerous and curious aſ- 
femblage of all kinds of objects. But how much does 
the Editor regret, that he cannot by this brief notice 
enable the Reader to participate in the pleaſure reſulting 
from a fight of the drawings; a pleaſure which increaſes 
in proportion as the examination. of the details is more” 
dleiberate, or is taken by eyes accuſtomed to find out 
beauties which elude, as it were, the firſt haſty views 


The Editor will indulge in no obſervations concern- 
ing the work itſelf, except that it every where exhibits 
a character of candour, which is that of the Author. 
There is nothing, even to the repetitions which the 
occurrence of ſimilar matters muſt neceſſarily produce 
in a work written in the form of a journal, that does not 
prove his veracity. The frankneſs with which M. 
Van-Braam confefſes, in two or three places, that he 
was miſtaken as to points of which he thought himſelf 
aſſured by preceding circumſtances, i is a valuable teſti. 


This ö have been the moſt judicious ; but, 
for ſome reaſon unknown to the Engliſh Editor, it has not been adopted, 
In the original the notes were all placed at the end of the laſt Volume; 
| Inhe Evglifh edition they have been prefixed to the firit. 
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mony of his literary probity, which in a traveller can- 
not be too highly prized. 


The Editor will conclude this Advertiſement by a 
reflection which will no doubt ſtrike the Reader as it does 
him: it is, that M. Van Braam's journal, not being 
a work undertaken with a view to reaſon upon Chi- 
na in a ſyſtematic manner, but to give an account of 
what he has met with and perceived, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed or expected that he ſhould reduce facts to an 
agreement with any particular opinions. It is ſimple 
facts that he relates; he commits them to paper in the 
order in which they preſent themſelves ; he even does 
it with a ſort of eagerneſs admitting of no ſtudied ar- 
rangement, or combination over which the uſual vanity 
of an Author might have exerted its influence : all 
theſe circumſtances are ſo many vouchers that his rela- 
tion has been dictated by truth. | 

To exhibit this Journal in the French language in 
all its original purity has been the uniform ſtudy of the 
Editor ; and the ſuffrage of the Author, under whoſe 
immediate inſpection his labours have been carried on, 
is a favourable omen of his ſucceſs. He ſhall efteem 
himſelf happy, if his feeble efforts are honoured with 
the approbation of the Reader. 


MOREAU DE SAINT MERY: 


INTRODUCTION. 


A 10URNEY from Canton to the city of 
Pe-king, where the Imperial Court reſides 
—a Journey made acroſs parts of the Em- 
pire of China, which never yet were marked 
with the footſtep of an European, and where 
his inquiſitive eye never yet had an oppor- 
tunity of making the ſmalleſt obſervation, 
cannot but be highly intereſting to the Pub- 
lic, both in Europe, and throughout the 
United States of America; and will no doubt 
be received as an agreeable offering. In 
this hope it was that I undertook to write 
a relation of that Journey, and that I made 
a point with myſelf of commiting to paper, 
with the leaſt poſſible delay, every thing I 
ſhould ſee and obſerve, in order that I might 
give a faithful deſcription o of it to "my cou 
trymen. 


Whenever 1 travelled ds water, I had my 
cen always on the table, that every thing 
b mig ht 
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might be noted down in it at the very mo- 


ment of its occurrence. Even night was 


not a reaſon for my dif penſing with this 
rule. I thought it far better to loſe a few 
hours reſt, than to let a ſingle remarkable 
oe efcape me. 


When our road was over- land, it was my 
invariable practice, let the time of night be 
what it might, to commit to my Journal, 
which I then carried in my palanquin, what 
ever had appeared ning to-me during 


the 1 


In 3 from the Imperial Court to 
the hotel occupied by the Ambaſlador at 
Pe- king, I never felt any care more urgent 
than that of noting down every thing I had 


ſeen. 


By theſe means I ſuffered nothing toeſcape 


me, and an excellent memory conſtantly 


helped me to re-trace the moſt minute par- 
2 and to recollect even the moſt i- 


„ 


It 
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It is in conſequence of theſe continual 
precautions, that I am able to promiſe an 
exact narrative of the proceedings of the 

Embaſly, extracted from my Journal; the 
conitant depoſitary of facts, repreſented with 
the moſt ſtrict regard to truth,” - 


I may venture then to aſſert, that a ſcru- 
pulous preciſion will be found in the details 
I preſent to the Public, and that my Work 
will moreover have the merit of being en- 
tirely new, ſince there is not a ſingle line 
borrowed from any traveller or writer what⸗ 
ever. I ſhould even think I offered an af- 
front to every well informed Reader, if I 
were not convinced of his eaſily perceiving 
it himſelf. It is with the ſole view theres 
fore of doing further homage to truth, that 
I declare that for twenty years I had read 
nothing on the ſubje& of China. Although 
we had with us the work of Ni EUHOFF, con- 
cerning the firſt Dutch Embaſſy to Pe- hing, 
I did not chuſe to conſult it, becauſe. I did 
not wiſh to enter into a refutation of its 
eontents, a thing by no means impoſſible, 

bs | and 
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and dead it ſeemed indubitable that a 
century and a half muſt have occaſioned ſome 
change in the aſpect of the towns and eſta- 
bliſhments, and in the face of the * 
one of our fellow-travellers, M. te 
Guignes, a Frenchman, who accompanied 
the Embaſly in quality of Interpreter, noted 
down his obſervations alſo, with the inten- 
tion of publiſhing them ; but his project, 
which may even ſerve to ſhew the confor- 
mity of our remarks, was of no ule to me, 
ſince neither I nor any other perſon at- 
tached to the Embaſſy, had any knowledge 
of his work. My Journal, on the con- 
trary, was copied for the Ambaſſador, and 
lay open to the inſpection of all the other 
Dutchmen who performed the journey. 


On our return to Canton, I had the good 
fortune to meet with a very exact topogra- 
phical chart of the city of Pe-king. The 
proprietor of that chart, which was already 
of very ancient date, would not part with 
it; but permitted me to take a copy. It 
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is ſo particular, that every ſtreet is diſtin- 
guiſhed, and the elevation of every edifice 
delineated. I eaſily recognized thoſe of ſueh 
ſtreets as I had paſſed through in a carriage, 
and found out alſo the fcur gates or tri- 
umphal arches which I had remarked in a 
eroſs-road on my return from Tuen-ming- 
yuen, as mentioned in my Journal under date 
of the ſixth of February 1795. I was Rn 
e ee of 1 its perfect accuracy. 


The Imperial reſidence, ws; was 
only, in a manner, indicated without any 
thing to mark its limits. This defect I re- 
medied, as far as my own judgment autho- 
rized me to do it, after having ſeen and gone 
through more than three-fourths of the 
palace. The ſuburbs were alſo wanting, but 
I borrowed them from the work of Du 
HALDE, in which the plan of the city is 
conformable to that of my great map. 


Thus it was that I contrived to render 
my topography of Pe-king more exact than 
in 2 Chineſe original. It was not, how- 

| 5b 3 ever 


ON 


N mMrnopveriex. 


© ever, poſſible to give the ſuburbs in the 
ſame detail as the city, becauſe my know+ 
ledge of them was not equally correct. I 
have therefore contented myſelf with indi- 
cating: the principal ſtreets that lead and 
adjoin to the gates of the town, together 
with the two well-known edifices, the tem- 
ple of Heaven, and that of the Earth. 'The 
reſt of the ſuburbs, in fact, preſent nothing 
to the eye but a piece of ground very irre- 
gularly built upon, in which are plots of 
cultivated land, and empty ſpaces, ſo that 
one half of it is yet without. buildings, as 
we had an opportunity of clearly perceiving 
on the fifteenth.of February 1795, when we 
left Pe-king, It appeared to me better to 
leave ſomething imperfect in this reſpect, 
than to put errors in the place of things of 
whieh bern ignorant, . r 
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las howeyer, that this will be no rea- 

ſon why a map ſo intereſting ſhould be leſs 

| -pgreeable to the curious than my relation 
itſelf; eſpecially as T have alſo a number of 
other drawings and views, which by | their 
4 conformity 


- 
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conformity with the plan, bear witneſs to 
its accuracy, A part of them I ſketched 
myſelf, and the remainder is in my collec- 
tion of Chineſe views, which are- calculated 
ſtill farther to prove the accuracy af what I 
ſay. I have no doubt of this kind of ſupple- 
ment fully ſatisfying the curioſity of my 
Readers. 


I have written the names of the cities and 
other places, according to the orthography 
of the Chineſe Mandarins, and with divi- 
ſions. The bypbens ſignify that all which 
they do not ſeparate, ought to be pro- 
nounced in a ſhort and ſimple manner, as 
forming only one ſyllable, although there 
are ſome which, in European languages, 
would make two. Kiang, Liang, Hiang, muſt 
therefore be rs as a fingle ſylla- 
ble, 


I thought it proper to give theſe previous 
explanations to my Readers, in hopes that 
my Work would not diſpleaſe the Public, 
and if this expectation be not deceived, 1 

x Ln ſhall 
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aſk for my labours and my care. 
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NOTES, 
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ALPHABETICAL ORDER, 


AND WHICH ARE . 


REFERRED TO IN THE COURSE OF THE WORK. 


&. 
_ . * — ” ws, BM. 


BamBoo. 


Ir „ indigenous in China, where no lefs than fixty-three 
diſtinct ſpecies are known, See Memoires Chinois, vol. ii. of the 
TA edition, page 623. | 


\Baxrow. 


In a work written by Father Maxrix, a Jefuit, _—_— 
Deſcription Geographique de la Chine, and quoted by the Hiſtoire 
Generale de la Chine, par Mailla, redig#e par Grgſier, in the 13th 
vol. of the quarts edition, it is ſaid that the Chineſe failing 
barrows, or waggons, are a fiction. It would require, however, 
an extravagant degree of ſcepticiſm to doubt of their exiſtence, 
after what the Author relates, and the engraved plan of one that 
is added to the drawings, of which a notice will be found at the 
ay 6 of the Second Volume, a 


a 
The bean of which mention is ſeveral times ale in this 
Work, and which furniſhes the Chineſe with a kind of juice or 


1 | | quor 


. 
* 


* 
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bauer, that they drink like milk, is the Cytiſur 1 


Linnzus, known in ſeveral places by the name of Poit Pigeon, 
and erroneouſly confounded by Bomare with the Angola pea, 


_ which reſembles i it my! in ad. taſte, nor calour. (Fr. Ed.) 


. 
1 


Beggars are not common in China. Some are ſeen at Canton. 
During the journey of the Embaſſy, the author met with 


none, except in the weſt part of the province of Chang-tong, and 


in that of Tcheli, They are very unfr equent in the other parts 
of _ empire. 8 „ \ 


BinD's-NESTS. 


The following account is given of theſe bird's-nefts in the 
the Hiſtoire Generale de la * par Maille, vol. 13, of quarto 
edition, page 650. 

« 'They come from the rocks upon the at of Tong-ki1 
Java, 8 &c. and are the neſts built by a ſpecies of 
Vird, of which-the plumage much reſembles that of our ſwal- 
lows. Their manner of building them is alſo nearly the ſame, 
except that the neſts of the former aye made of little fiſh, which 
they. contriye to glue together with the ſpume of the ſea, They 


are detached from the rocks as ſqon as the young ones take their 
flight; for it is the neſt, and not the bird, chat is of value. 


Whale boats are filled with this commedity, which becomes a 
eonſiderable branch of commeree in the above countries. The 
property of this ſingular fort of aliment is to give a ſavoury taſte 

to every diſh of which it makes a part.” | 
Tbe Chineſe are alſo of opinion that theſe bird neſts are a Ai. 
mulant to love, and in this perſuaſion, ſome of them have been 
known to give as much as an hundred Louis d'ors for twenty-five 

pounds weight of bird's-neſts. | 

The Author himſelf ſold ſome at Canton as high as fix Louis 
ors the Cat, or twenty ounces French, (Poidt de marc.) 


4 


NOTESs xu 


They are carried to Holland, where there is a great conſump- | 
tion of them, and where they are in high requeſt, (Fr, Ed.) 


BuTToN. 


A button, placed upon the front of the cap, ſerveyin China 
to mark all the gradations of power, from the Emperor to the 
Joweſt Mandarin. The Emperor alone wears a lage prarl as 2 
button. Among the Mandarins, the buttons decreaſe in value 
in the following order: 

A button of a dark purple ſtone of 2 — 1 10 have 
jog ſix ſides or facets. 

The fame, oblong. 


A button of figured coral of 2 round form, with ſix ſides. 
The fame, oblong, 


A button of plain coral of a round ſhape, and having fix 
The 428 oblong. 


A button of a blue tranſparent ſtone! af a round form, with 
ſix ſides. 


The ſame, but of an oblong ſhape. 


A dark blue button of a round form, having ix ſides," 
The ſame, oblong. 


A white tranſparent button, having fix 1225 and a round 
form. 
The ſame, oblong. 


An opake white button NIC a rqund form, with fix = 
The ſame, oblong. 


A round gilt oY | 
A round ſilver button, 


_ Cavrius. 
The Chineſe Caſtles are fortifications of more or leſs confe- 
quence, intended to defend particular points, and- ſurrounded 
with 


with walls, having bart, or loop holes in them, through 
which the ſoldiers fire their arrows or muſket-ſhot, 
| 1 11. 
The Cati is a Chinefe weight equal to fixteen taels or ounces, 
each of which is — to an ounce and a quarter troy weight, 
. de marc.) 


cine See Bran. 


QTDUR "4 | 
Authors who have written concerning China have ventured to 
aſſert, that no ſuch tree exiſts in the country; but M. Van, 
Praam ſpeaks of them too oh as for Sig, th W to wenin on 
that head. ON 
The header 5 is alſo bel to che 83 vol. of the Memoirts 
Chinois, quarto edition, page 529, where it is called the Name 
* nne. BA. 8 10 


en, 

A generical word. which indicates a piece of —.— or tablet, 
inſcribed with the name of any one, or with ſome title deſignat- 
ing him, to which the ſame honours are paid that he would have 
a right to expect in / perſon. 

A petition or memorial addreſſed to a tribunal, or to a per- 
ſon inveſted with any authority whatever, no- matter on what 
ſubject, and even a common letter, is alſo a Chap. 


* * 
"= ff” 


Como, 


A Chineſe meaſure of three kinds; VI%, * Viandarin- e.. 
bido; the merchant's Cobido; and the carpenter's Cobido, The 
laſt is meant as often as the word Cobido is employed in this 


work, It is equivalent to fourteen French inches, wanting A 
line. (Fr, Ed,) 


Conanc, 


NAG. IR 


Conax. 


oe final ę muſt not be pronounced, It is the ret 
merchants of Canton, wh, enjoy the excluſive privilege of 
trading with Europeans. 


| Th Conax ist. | 
+ A Merchant, member of the Company of Cohang. 


ConFucivs. 


- I muſt obſerve here, that it is only in conformity with the 
French pronunciation, that I have put in the body of the Work 
Nong. fou-ſſe, inſtead of Hong-fou-tſe, which M. Van Braam 
aſſures me is the true way of ſpelling the name of the firſt of 
all the Chineſe philoſophers. (Fr. Ed.) 


Core As. 


A kingdom of the peninſula of Afia, ſituated 4 China 
and Japan, to the north-eaſt of the latter, on which it borders. 
The inhabitants of this kingdom, which is tributary to China, 
are called Coreans. It was there Ambaſſadors whom the Author 
found at Pe-ting, and with whom he was admitted to ſeveral 
audiences or imperial ceremoniess (Fr. Ed.) 


Courts. 


This name, which is borrowed from India, is e to all 
ſorts of labourers, but particularly to thoſe who carry per- 
ſons, merchandize, &c. an occupation which is conſidered as 
the loweſt of! Il, becauſe it is that of ſuch individuals as can get 
nothing elſe to do. Almoſt all of them go with their head 


1e 


M. Van Braam thinks that the pay of thoſe employed in the 
Journey of the Embaſſy from Canton to Pe- ling, was about 
twenty · frre French ſous (a ſhilling Engliſh) per day. | 
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An authors concur in praiſing the Chineſe Coulir for the ad: 
dreſs with which they carry the heavieſt loads, by means of 
bamboos, which they lay acroſs their ſhoulders, and to which 
the load is ſuſpended by a cord. (Fr. Ed.) 


. Da Ado. 
That fabulous animal is at once ſymbolical and mythological 


in China: Every thiog that emanates from the Emperor bears 


the figure of a dragon; and it is alſo put upon all the Imperial 
edifices, furniture, and ornaments. 


The Dragon is venerated throughout China; but the Em- 


peror alone has the right of having them painted, embroidered, 


or ſculptured with five claws or talons. The reſt of the nation 
eannot uſe figures of dragons with more than four, 


EMrzRORs 
It has been ſaid erroneouſly {Lettres Raflomer, tome 17, page 


| 69) that he alone has the right of having his palace exactly 


fronting the ſouth ; for every individual turns his houſe as 
much as he can to that quarter of the ſky, as the moſt ſalubrious 
and convenient expoſure. See Memoires Chinois, tome iii. in 4tos 
page 434+ (Fr. Ed.) | 

It is with the fame diſtegard of truth that it. has been ſaid, 
that the Chineſe ſhut themſelves up in their bouſes when the 
Emperor goes out, and that thoſe he happens to meet on his 


road turn their backs with their face to the ground, to eſcape - 


the penalty of death. It has even been aſſerted, that this is 
the reaſon why the houſes have no windows looking into the 
ſtreets. Theſe aſſertions, already contradicted by the Memoires 
Chinoir, tome ii. page 273, are formally diſproved by what the 
Author relates of the Emperor, while on his way to Tuen-ming- 

guen. (Fr. Ed.) 
He, of whoſe hanging himſelf the Author ſpeaks, was Haai- 
hong, the laſt Emperor of the Chineſe dynaſty of Ming. Seeing 
himſelf 


Ob o > RIS — — 


NOTEE. | xxx{ 


himſelf on the point of falling into the hands of the Manchoo 
Tartars, he hung himſelf with his own girdle, within the walls 
of the Imperial palace, after having given his daughter a fabre 
wound, of which Dubalde (vol. i, page 478, of the octavo edi- 
tion) ſays ſhe died; but from which the Hiftoire Gentrale de la 
Chine, par Mailla, vol. x. octavo edition, page 492, affirms that 
ſhe recovered. At the time of this event, which took place in 
1644, the unfortunate monarch was thirty-ſix years of age. 
(Fr. Ed.) 

" Eiaiur$4rt0n of Sroviivs, | 

This relates to the young men who devote themſelves to the 
fludy of the ſciences. There are generally four thouſand in the 
Academy, or Gymnaſium, at Canton. 

The Chineſe attach the higheſt importance to the examĩna- 
tions they undergo, becauſe thoſe who get through them ſuc- 
ceſsfully are deſtined to fill the different poſts in the Admini- 
tration, even the moſt eminent. ; 

Very curious details concerning theſe examinations, and the 
attendant formalities, are to be found in the Lettres Edifiantes, 
page 125. (Fr. Ed.) 


Fov- ruxx. 
This is the governor of a great city, and of à portion of 
territory forming the diſtrict round, Four of the provinces 
of China have Fou-yuens for their immediate Chiefs. 


2 + Garz. — 
Thoſe which mark the ſeparation of the provinces, and of 
which the author mentions one in the courſe of the work, are 


great and heavy gates of wood, with their hinges let into the 
rock, They are earefully guarded, and ſhut during the * 


Goon. 
The Gongom is ' 2 copper baſon ſuſpended by a eat; wid 
ruck with a very large ſtick. This ioftrament, which is very 
| 55 ſonorous, 
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 fonorous, has the ſound of a ſmall or large bell, according as it 


| fGignify a large drum, which is alſo called Tamtam in other 
African countries. 


_ 
- * 
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Po 
K 


Hou pou. 


thoſe parts of the jcurney performed by water, are thoſe actu- 


and not the poſitive diſtance from one place to another, 


teen or ſixteen in number, fituated at about five * | 


rn . NOTES. 


is of greater or ſmaller ſize. i 
The word Gongom is not Chineſe; for it is uſed in Africa to 


The Chineſe word for Gorgom is Lo. In the Memoires Chinoisy 
vol. ij. of the quarto edition, is a very curious deſcription of 
the manner of making it, given by the learned M. Amiot, who 
fays that it is compoſed of a mixture of copper, tin, and bif-, 
muth, in the proportion of ten parts of copper, three of tin, 
and one of biſmuth, (Fr, Ed.) | 


Hov-rov. 

Ts the principal officer of the cuſtoms, arid receiver. TED 
of the taxes. It is merely an office, and not a diſtin rank 
among the Mandarins; for a Mandarin with a white button, 
and even with a clear blue button, may be equally appointed 


| Jos. 
A Chineſe TE word, ſignifying Idol. 


Lamas, See Ta: BETs 


LtaGur. 

As often as the word league occurs iu this work, it muſh 
be underſtood as a league of 25 to the degree, and equal to 
2,282 toiſes. | | 

It muſt alſo be obſerved that the diſtances, mentioned in 


ally travelled, in following the courſe of the rivers and canals, 


Leuk ISLANDS. 
Theſe are little iſlands, or rather ſmall and barren rocks, 


tance from the river of Canton, 


Lig 


NOTE. SXRIK. | 
* | 3 
| Lt, 
A Ghineſe itinerary meaſure. 250 Li make a degree of 
latitude. Now, as a degree of latitude is eſtimated at 25 
leagues of 2,280 toiſcs each, it is equivalent to 57,050 toiſes, 
Ah; is conſequently equal 228+ toiſes. The toiſe is fix French 
feet, (Fr. Ed.) 
25 3 LinGvuas 
"This term is Portugueſe, 


Mad 


We find the Mimoires Chinois, tom. 5, in 4to. page 24, that 
Gengis-kan introduced Mahometans into China, and that about 
1650, the Emperor Chun-chy drove out thoſe who were Kill 
in poſſeſſion of the chair of mathematics, 

As to the motive of the expulſion of the Mahometans from 
China in 1784, which agrees with that mentioned by the 
author, when ſpeaking of the Moſque, which he found at 

 Hong-tcheou-fou, a very circumſtantial account of it is given in a 
letter from M. Aniot, a Miſſionary, dated the 15th of November, 
1584, and alſo contained in the M#moires Chinois, tom. 11, in 
4to, page 390. (Fr. Ed.) 


Mancyoo. Se Tartars, 


Masur. 
As often as meaſures are not ſpecially deſignated, iy 
French, Fr. Ed.) 
| Miao. | | 
A general term for temples dedicated to idols. They are 
very conſiderable buildings in China, and ſome of them coſt 
immenſe ſums, See Religion, (Fr. Ed.) 


Monzy, See Tait. 


C l MoxG VL8. 


SxXx1V KOT 12. : 
my * / 


Moncurts. See TART ARS. 
a 


| Monxqua, | 9 5 
Or, according to the pronunciation, Moncoua, was the 
Chief of the Company of Cohang, at the time of which the 
author is ſpeaking. (Fr. Ed.) 


NaunzurzEx. 
This i is a Mandarin of Juſtice, whoſe ſpecial buſineſs it 
is to maintain the police, and preſerve order among the 


— 


Paixr. 
ide appear in the inſtructions of the Emperor Xang-hi to his 
ſons, given in the Memoires Chinois, quarto edition. vol. ix. 
page 226, that under the preceding dynaſty, the ceruſs and 
| Einnabar conſumed by the ſervant-girls belonging to 55 e 
on ten millions of livres. (Fr. Za.) 
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Pualax cin. 

: 101 is, properly ſpeaking, an European ſedan-chair, n+ 
that the poles are longer, more elaſtic, and borne upon the 
ſhoulders, There are fome which are open, and others that are 
more or leſs richly painted, according to the uſes, and the 
perſons, for which they are intended, The poles or ſhafts are 
ſo contrived, that the number of bearers may be increaſed ; 
rather out of luxury, and to announce high rank, than for any 
purpoſe of real utility. From two to eight porters are ge- 
nerally, employed; but the Emperor has no leſs than * ? 
two. (#7 Is Ed. * | + | 


Pzacock's Farber. 


This feather, ſtuck in the cap of a Chineſe, announces that he 
is a great Mandarin of letters, or Military Mandarin of the 
firſt rank. 

In 


— — ——— ͤ —ʃ— 


vor ks. xxx⸗ 
Ta the Imperial palace, there are Mandarins wearing this 
feather, who may be compared to the Valetu- de- Chambre of 
European Princes. 
There is alſo a kind of Mandarins who wear a long black 
feather ; but theſe two kinds of Mandarin: in waiting do not 
wear their feathers out of the palace, nor even when off duty; 
while the Mandarins of the firſt rank never lay theirs aſide. 


Pz-xinG, See CHun-TiNG-Fou, See alſo TeMPERATURE. 
At Pe- bing, the north part, in which ſtands the Imperial palace, 
is diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the Tartar City; and all 
the ſouth quarter, which properly ſpeaking is only the ſuburbs of - 
Pe- king, is called the Chineſe City, a 
The proper name of this city is Chun-ting-fou ; the word 
Pe-king, which fignifies the Northern Court, being only an 
epithet, But the Europeans have adopted the latter word, be- 
cauſe more eaſy to pronounce. 


Picor. 


A picol is equal to a hundred Catir, or a hundred and twenty. 
five French pounds, troy-weight (poids de marc), (Fr. Ed.) 


PoRTUGUEZE. 


The reader muſt not be ſurpriſed in this work, at ſeveral 
words derived from the Portugueze, fince Portugueze and 
Engliſh are the habitual and commercial tongues of foreignery 
at Canton, (Fr. Ed.) \ 


PROSTITUTES. 


Gemelle reproaches Nieuhoff with ſaying, that there are wo- 
men of that deſcription in China; but the fa& is but too true, 
and is proved unequivocally by what the Author fays upon the 
lubjeQs | 

© 2 On 


xvi NOTES. 


On the river of Canton there are boats with women of plea- 
ſure in them. With theſe women the Chinefe of the town ſome- 
times paſs three or four days together, 

They are trained up by other women, who carry on this 

"ſhameful traffic; and are ſo inſtructed as to be ignorant of 
nothing laſcivious or immodeſt. As the Chineſe experience no 
tenderneſs from their wives, they are fond of this ſort of immo- 
_ 

Among theſe girls there are ſome who at the age of ten 
years are already withered and worn out by the exceſs of their 

complaiſance. 5 > 
- Several of them ſometimes join the execution of what they 
have been taught, or what they have deviſed to — the ima- 
3 of their admirers. (Fr. Ed.) 


pk CAN DIES. 


They are made of a kind of tallow extracted from a tree, 
and are coated with tallow of a harder kind, and after- 
wards painted red, The wick of all the Chineſe candles is of 

| bamboo. | | 
Raeder. | 
The word Regency is repeatedly uſed in this work to Genify 
government or adminiſtration; as the regency of Batavia, the 
+ regency of Macao, and even the regency of Canton, that is, 
the adminiſtration of the province of Quang- tang, intruſted to 
; the T/eng-tou, the Fou-yuen, and the Hou-pou, who all reſide in 

the city of Canton, (Fr. Ed.) 


RE LIGION, 


The primitive religion of China is that of the ancient pa- 
© triarchs, ſuch as Abraham, Melchiſedeck, &c. It is from that 
religion that the Emperor derives the title of High Prieft of the 

Almighty ; ; by virtue of which he alone * the function of 
t in China, 
ke 


NOTES. xxxvũ 


The ſecond ſort of religion, adopted long after che firſt, and 
conſequently when the Chineſe were already embodied into a 
regular nation, is Idolatry, and 1dolatry carried to ſuch a length, 
that every one is free to make Gods according to his fancy, ſo 
that every head of a family has ſome of his own creation. 

This plurality of Gods naturally precludes all idea of a par- 
ticular form of worſhip bringing together the members of cer- 
tain ſets. There are no external practices of devotion among 
the Chineſe, if we except the male and female Bonzes. 

There are, however, principal divinities who are very generally 
revered, and to whom all agree in aſcribing a power over ſome 
particular thing, The Chineſe ſometimes go to the temples of 
theſe divinities to offer them homage ; and to this worſhip the 
women are not altogether ſtrangers, though they repair to the 
pagodas with great precautions to avoid being ſeen ; but this 
has nothing in common, nor comparable with the uſage, which 
in certain religions bring together all the individuals who pro- 
feſs it in one common temple. The Bonzes alone aſſemble to 
pray. | On 

But notwithſtanding the almoſt univerſal prevalence of 1do- 
latry, and notwithſtanding its being countenanced by the Em- 
peror himſelf, it is worthy of remark that he never goes to adore 
an idol, but contents himſelf with ſending Mandarins to do fo in 
his ſtead, | | ; 

He profeſſes publickly no other religion than that of the 
Almighty, God of Heaven and of Earth; nor does he offer 
facrifices to any but that Being ſuperior to all others, to the 
manes of his anceſtors, and to the ſpirit of Confucius, 

There are temples or Miaos where obſcene Idols receive a 
tribute of reſpe& and devotion from the Chineſe, who generally 
bluſh at things which the moſt ſevere modeſty does not blame in 
other countries ; but ſuperſtition throws as it were a veil over 
theſe images, which prevents Chineſe modefty from being here 
put to the bluſh, | 


| C3 | Sausov, 
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Sausov. 


A Chineſe leer drawn from rice by aikilation. The com- 
mon Samſos has a very difagreeable taſte, but that of the court 
is on the contrary very pleaſant, 


— 


SALUTES, 


The falutes fired by the Chineſe, in honour either of the 
Embaſſy, or Ambaſſador, conſiſted in diſcharging three ſmall 
pieces of cannon, or rather pedereros, ſtuck in the 3 with 
their muzzles upwards. 


SAMPANE, 


A Chineſe boat, which carries from five to eight hundred 
weight, They are uſed at Vampou to load and unload the 
European ſhips, which find it impoſſible to get beyond that 

roadſted into the river of Canton, on account of the ſhallow- 
neſs of the latter. | | 
SAPANTIN. 


The Portugueſe name for a light veſſel, built ſor going faſt, 
eſther with oars or ſails, and employed, for that reaſon, as ad- 
vice boats between Canton and * Theſe veſſels alſo go 
out to ſea. 

TatL, 

A weight of gold or filver, equivalent to an ounce and a 
quarter French, or in money to about ſeven livres ten ſous. In 
China a hundred Spaniſh dollars are reckoned worth ſeventy- 
two taelt. 

The Chineſe have no pieces of money but ſcheccas of copper. 


TARTARS,_ 


The Manchoo Tartar: are thoſe who inhabit Chineſe Eaſtern 
Tartary, Expelled from China in 1368, with the Monguls who 
| had 
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had admitted them, they had their own chiefs under the name of 
Kant till 1644 ; but the Kan of Ningouta, then become Emperor 
of -China, and head of the preſent dynaſty, which conſequently 
Springs from a Manchoo Tartar, ſubje&ed them all. 

The Mongul Tartars, who conquered China in 1280, and who 
were driven out in 1280, inhabit Chineſe Weſtern Tartary, They 
are governed by Kans, or princes, who are all ſubje& to the Em- 
peror of China, as Grand Kan of the Tartars, (Fr. Ed.) 


TEMPERATURE, 


I beg the reader here to pardon my entering into a compa» . 
riſon of temperatures, 

Pe. ling is in 39 degrees 55 minutes north 1 and Phila- 
delphia in 39 degrees 56, ſo that they may be ſaid to be under 
the ſame parallel. 

The winter is exceedingly cold and ſevere at Pe- ling; and the 
nature of the winter at Philadelphia is the ſame. 

The winter begins earlier at P- ling than at Philadelphia, but 
it is over equally late at both Places. 

At Pe. ling the north wind is inerpreiabiy piercing and pre- 
valent. | 
In the.city of Philadelphia the 1 may be ſaid of the * 
weſt. 

At Pe- ling, water freezes before Reaumur's 6 has 
fallen to the freezing point, a phenomenon alſo obſerved at Phi- 
ladelphia. 

There is however in general leſs intenſity, and till leſs duration 
in the cold at Philadelphia, than at Pe. ling; fince in the former 
city there are pretty frequently partial thaws, which ſoften the 
ſurface of tlie ice (for it does not melt till at a degree of heat 

which would melt it in France.) 

As to the ſummer it is ſo hot at Pe- ing that Reaumur's ther- 
mometer is often at 32 degrees above o (104 of Fahrenheit.) 

| c 4 | In 


Ic. 
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In 1743 the heat was ſo exceſſive, that increaſing from the 
15th of July to the 25th, it raiſed the thermometer, that laſt 
day, to 35 degrees and a half (111 B of Fahrenheit), There 
died within that time at Pe-king eleven thouſand four hundred 
perſons, although refreſhments were diſtributed in the ſtreets. 

In 1760 the heat willed eight thouſand perſons in leſs than 
two months, | 

Philadelphia is without doubt far from 8 ſuch a 
fatal degree of heat; but the thermometer often riſes as high as 
28 degrees of Reaumur (95 of Fahrenheit). In the ſummer the 
days are burning hot; they are diſtreſſing ; and the nights are 
almoſt as hot as the day, 

Another reſemblance between the two places 1. am ſpeaking 
of, is the ſudden change in the ſtate of the atmoſphere—a change 
which ſometimes amounts to ten or twelve degrees of Reaumur, 
in lefs than twenty-four hours, and frequently to five or fix de- 
grees in a very few hours. This variation is moſt frequently 
Foduced at Philadelphia by the north-weſt wind. 

Ihe barometer alſo undergoes very ſudden changes at Phila. 
delphia. I have ſometimes obſerved there from 6 to 7 lines dif- 
ferenee in leſs than as many hours. 

Pe-king is then at once colder and hotter than Philadelphia; 
but can the opinion adopted by the inhabitants of the latter city, 
concerning the favourable alteration that is to take place in both 
ſeaſons, be conſidered as well founded, after what we know of 
Pe Ling, which notwithſtanding the clearing of the land ſome 
thouſand years back, ſtill remains the ſame ? 

I am aware that it may be ſaid that Naples and Madrid, which 
are nearly under the ſame parallel of latitude as Pe-hing and Phi- 
ladelphia, enjoy notwithſtanding a very different temperature 
from that of thoſe two cities. But I believe that we may con- 
elude from that very circumſtance, that the clearing of the land, 
from which alone a change of climate ſeems to be —— in 


| America, 
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"America, is not the only caufe that operates in producing a par- 
ticular temperature; and in ſpite of all that is ſaid of the favour- 
able alteration that has taken place in the laſt 60 years, I doubt 
whether that opinion, though pretty generally received, deſerves 
entire confidence, Nothing is more ſubje& to error than judg- 
ments formed goncerning the ſtate of the atmoſphere, when they 
are only founded upon our ſenfations. (Fr. Ed.) 


; THiBerT, | | 
A kingdom tributary to China, and bordering upon it to the 
weſtward, The prieſts are there called Lamas, and there the 
Grand or Dalai-Lama has his reſidence. (Fr. Ed.) 


Tins. 


Father Martin, in his geographical deſcription of China, 
tom, 8, in folio, du Recueil des V. oyages de T hevenot, page 
141, ſpeaks of the movement of the tide at Hong-tcheou-fou 
mentioned by M. Van Braam. He even pretends that in the 
month of October it is accompanied by very extraordinary cir- 
cumſtances. 
Tazzs. 


The author's ſpeaking of the ſhade of trees on the 27th 
of November, is by no means ſurprizing, when it is con- 
fidered that he was ſtill in the province of Duang-tong, where 
the foreſt trees never loſe their leaves, but only change them in 
the ſpring, the winter being there ſcarcely perceptible. 

The fruit trees, on the contrary, ſhed their leaves in the 
months of September and October. 


T$0xG-TOU. 

Is, properly ſpeaking, a Vice-roy governing à province. 
This employ is the moſt elevated that can be held by a 
Mandarin of the firſt rank, who is not officially reſident 
at Court. Only eight of the fifteen provinces of China are 

| governed 
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governed by T/ong-tous, three of whom have two provinces | 
i ſubje& to their adminiſtration, The four remaining are ſuper- 

wil GE intended by Fou-yuens. 

| The authority of a Tſong- tou is very great. He is never ad- 
dreſſed without marks of the moſt profound reſpect: no Chineſe, 

| unleſs a Mandarin, js ever allowed even to ſpeak to him but on 
his knees. The title given him by his countrymen in addreſſing 
him is moſt ſuitably tranſlated by that of Highneſs. 


* 


Warr (Great). 


Which is the boundary of China towards * 
The annals of China ſay it was begun under one Prince, three 
hundred and three years before the Chriſtian æra; that it was 
then continued by two others; that a fourth united theſe firſt 
three portions; and that it was completed more than two hun- 
dred years after. See Memoires Chinois, tom. 2, in 4to. p. 461. 
The Chineſe call the great wall Ouan li- ichang tching, that is, 
the great wall of ten thouſand /i. 
It does not, however, with all its windings and turnings com- 
| priſe more than five hundred leagues. It is twenty or twenty- 
five feet high, and broad enough in ſome places for ſix horſes to 
paſs abreaſt. In ſome parts it is carried over mountains almoſt 
| Inacceſſible, and is in one place, according to Father Verbieſt, 
eight hundred and fixty-four toifes above the level of the fea. In 
ſome places it is alſo carried over rivers upon arches, 
Since the 'Tartars ſubdued China, ſome few paſſages are alone 
kept in repair. The reſt is falling to ruins. 
See Hiſtoire Generale de la Chine, par Mailla, tom. 2, in 4to. 
page 373. (Fr. Eu.) 


VrILow : 


Is the colour ſet apart for the Imperial Family ; in China, 
All the princes of the blood, deſcended in a right line from the 
founder of the dynaſty, wear a yellow girdle, In the collateral 

— branches, the girdle is W 2 


3 | | There 
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There is no fear of any other individual wearing that colour, 
becauſe in the Empire of China, the dreſs of every one is fixed 
by law, from the Emperor, to the very loweſt claſſes. 

There are ſometimes articles of dreſs in which yellow appears, 
although they donot belong to Members of the Imperial Family, 
Such are the robes given to celebrated warriors. But thoſe veſt- 
ments have ſomething in their form which exhibits a ſtriking 
difference, at the ſame time that the yellow colour excites the 


idea of a great favour conferred, (Fr. Ed.) 


Y.TAY-YEN., 


This is a Court Mandarin, and member of the great tribunal 
for the adminiſtration of public affairs. 
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ITINERARY 


Of the Journey made by the Dutch Embaſſy to 
the Court of the Emperor of China, from Can 
ton to Pe- king; ſerving to explain the Map 
inſerted at the beginning of the firſt Volume. 


NOVEMBER, 1794- 


22. We ſet off (by water upon the river) from 
Quang-cheou-fou, in the province of (Canton) 8 
tong. 

23. Fochan; a city without n of confderable 
commercial conſequence. 

San Cheuye-chen, 

24. Tſing- yun- chen. 

26. In- té-chen. 
28. Chao-tcheou- fou. 

1794, December. 

Nan-hiong- fou. | 

From thence we travelled over the mountains called 
Moiling- chan to e in the Province of 
Kiang aii. 

From thence we reſumed our journey by the river. 

4. Nan-hang- chen. 

5. Kan- tcheou- fou. 

6. Nan-ngan-chen. 


717. Tai-ho-chen, 
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7. Tai ho-chen. 
Ki-ngan- fou. ＋ 
8. Ki chauye- chen. 20 
| Kia-kiangechen. 
Sin-tu-chen, 
9 '' Tong-ching-chen. 
10. © T'fa-tfin-ſe, which is on the oppoſite fide. 
OF. Nan-tchang-fSu. a 
| Thence we proceeded by land, being ſlill in the pro- 
vince of Kiang-fi. - 
11. Kien- -tchang-chen. 1 
Ta-ngan- chen. 
13. Kicou-kiang - fou. 
| Liang-kiang. A village. . 
Then through the province of ka- ne. 
14. Houang-mey- chen. 
15. Ting ching chan. 
Through the province of X. lang- nam. 
16. Fong-chang-y. A np." 
Tay-ha- chen. | | 
Tcheou-th-eck. A town. 
17. Tſien-chan- chen. 
| Tcheou-lou-hau. A town. 
18. Tau-tchong-y. A village. 
Tong-ching- chen. 
Tay-qua-ſe. A village. 
Vu- ching - chen. R 
22. Tau- chan- chen. | 
Koun-eck. A town. 
23. Liu-tcheou-fou. 
Tin-fau-ſe. A village. 
24 Liang- chan- chen. 
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24. Liang-chan-chen, 
Ho-chan-eck. A town. 
Ching-kiou-ek. A town. 

25. Ting-yun- chen. 
26, Hong-chang- chen. 
Lin- ouay-chen. 
27. Hau- kiang- po. A town. 
| Cau-chan-ek, A town. 
28, V'ha-chan-y. A village. 
; Sieou-tcheou, 
29, Y-cau-y, A town. 
Tau-chan-ck, A town. 
30. Siu-tcheou. 
Li-cok-ek. A town. 
31. Long-chong, A village. 
Tong-y-lau. A village. 
Through the-province of Chan-tonge 
Chau-cau-ing. A town. 
1795. January. 
Kay-hau. A village. 
Lam-ching-chen. | 
Tang- chen. 
Kay-hau- y- chen. 
Tſeo- chen. | 
2. Yen-tcheou-fou. 
Ouen-chang-chen, 
3. Tong-ping-tcheou, 
Tong-ngo-chen. | 
Fong-ching-ek. A town. 
4. Vin-ping- chen. 
Ji-ou-chan. A town. 
Kao · tang-tcheou. 


5. Nghen- chen. 
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5. Nghen-chen. 
Te-tcheou. | 
Through the province of 7 chi-li, 
King-tcheou. 
6 Fau-ching-chen. 
EKien-· chen. 

7. Ho-: kien- fou. 
Lin-chou-ſing. A town. : 
Yin-kion-chen. 
Hiong-chen. 

8. Sin-ching-chen, 

TI ſo-cheou. 

9. Liang-hiang-chen. 
Lo-ko-kiou. A town. 

: Fee-ching- ſe. A eity. 
Chun-ting- fou, or Pe- king. 


RETURN OF THE EMBASSY. 


Through the province of Tch-li. 

1795, February. | 

15- Fee · ching ſe. 
Chin-tcheou-tin. A village. 

16. Liang-hiang- chen. 
Tan- tſin-y. A town. 

| Tſo-tcheou. 

17. Fan-koun. A village. 
Sin-ching- chen. 

18. Pay-hau-ſe. A * 
Hiong- chen. 

19. Ven- kiou- chen. 

| Y-li-pou. A town. 

20. Ho-kien-fou, 
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20. Ho- kien- fou. 
i Hien- chen. 
27. Chin-ka-kien. A fmall 8 
Fau-ching- chen. | 
22. King-tcheou, 
Through the province of Chan-tong. 
Te- tcheou“. 
23. Ping- yuen- chen. 
24. Un- chan-kiou. A town. 
Yu-ching-chen. 
Tſi-ho-chen-onſang. A town. 
25. Tfi-ho-chen. 
Chang-tſin-chen-onſang» A town. 
Chang-tfin-chen. | 
 Chang-haya. A village. | 
26. Kong-chan-pu. A town. 
Kong-chan-chiou. 
Song-ching-chen. 
Tay-ngan-tcheou. 
25- Chui-ku-chan. A town. 
*  Yong-lau-chen. 
28, Sin-tay-chen. 
Mong-in-chen. 
1995, March. 
1. Kiang-cha-ſin, A town. 
Teu-chang-y. A town. 
Tſang- ti-tſi. A village. 
2. Poun- chan. A village. 
ene. A hamlet. 


Hence the road is n longer the furs a6 that by which the Ambat 


ſader went to 2 a ling. 
" Sin-cong-chen. 
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Sin-cong-chen. 
3 Li-ca-chong, A town. 
Sau=yi-pu. A village, 

4+ Yen-chin-chen, 
Kiang-vho-fau-y. A village, 

Throvgh the province of Kiang-nam. 
Tcheou-mou, A village. 

5. Sang-hau-che. A village. 
Su- tſien · chen · 
Jn-hau-che, A village. 

6. Tſong-king-ché. A town. 

Von-ca-ſen. A town. 
8. Sin- can pu. A town. 

Then by water through the ſame province, 
Tſin-ho- chen. 
Houay-ngan- fou. 

9. Pau- in-chen. 

12. Kau- you-tcheou. 
Vang-tcheou- fou. 

17. Qua-tcheou. 

Ching-kiang- fou. 

18. Tang-yang- chen. 

19. Chang-tcheou-fou, 

20. Vou- ſi- chen. 

21. Sou-tcheou- fou. 

22. Un- kiang- chen.. 

Through the province of Tche- bangs 

23. Che- men- chen. 

24. Hong tcheou- fou. 

25. By land 20 ll, as far as the town <alled Tjak-hav, 

and then by water. ä darf en 

28. Fu- yang- chen. | 6. 

ö 20. Tong-lu-chen, 
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29. Tong-lu- chen. 
30. Ven- tcheou- fou. 
31. Lan- ki-chen. 
1795, April. 
2. Long-you-chen. 
3. Kiou-tcheou-fou. 
4. Chang-chan-chen: - 
5. By land 85 , as far as the, city of Chu-chan- 
chen, in the province of Kiang-fi, 1 then by) water. 
7. Quang: ſin- fou. 
8. Ko-yang- chen. 
9. Qua-ki-chen. 
10. Ngan-yin-chen. 
11. Vu-kan- chen. 
13. Nan-tchang - fou“. 
15. Tong-ching-chen. 
17. Sin- tu- chen. 
18. Kia-kiang- chen. 
19. Ki chauye - chen. 
20. Ki-ngan- fou. | 
21. Tay-ho-chen. - 
23. Nan-ngan-fou. | 
27. Kan-tcheou-fou. 
29. Nan-hang-chen.. 
1795, May. 
1, Nan-ngan-fou. 
3. By land 120 , croſſing again the mountains of 
Moiling-chang, as far as the city of Nan-hiong- fou, in 
the province of Puang-tong, 


* 


Here the * returned to the road by which it had gone to 
Pe. ling. 


5. Chao- tcheou- fou. 
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F. Chao-tcheou-fou. 

6, In-té-chen. ö 

7. Tſing yan- chen. 

8. San - cheuye- chen. 

9. Fo-chan. A city without walls, but DT 
commercial with Quang-tong. 

10. Quang-tcheou-fou, or Quang-tong. 


Although the places not incloſed by walls, and the 
villages mentioned in the Itinerary are not indicated by 
figures, it is eaſy nevertheleſs to conceive the direction 


in which they lie, as a dotted line marks the road we 
purſued, | 


The cities which terminate in fox, are thoſe of the 
firſt order; tcheou deſignates thoſe of the ſecond ; and 
the final ſyllable chen, thoſe of the third order. 
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JOURNEY 
OF THE EMBASSY 


OF THE 


DUTCH EAST-INDIA COMPANY 


TO THE COURT OF THE EMPEROR OF CHINA, 


IN THE YEARS 1794, AND 1795. 


— = 


APRIL 2, 1794- 


Ox the 2d of April, 1794, at noon, a viſit 
was paid me by the Namſieuyun of the city of 
Quang-tcheou-fou, (commonly called Quang-tong, 
and by the French, Canton), accompanied by the 
merchant Mongua, . Chief of the Cohang. After 
the uſual civilities, the Mandarin, whom Mongua 
ſerved as an interpreter, informed me that he 


* Foran explanation of this, and the other Chineſe words, as 
well as of ſeveral facts, alluſions, and other localities, the reader 
is referred to the alphabetical notes immediately preceding the 
work, As moſt of them relate, in the firſt inſtance at leaſt, 
to the firſt volume, it has been thought better to place them there, 
than to put them at the end of the work, as was done by the 
French Editor, 
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2 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 


was ſent by the Tong-ton, who wiſhed to know 
whether the Dutch Eaſt-India Company would 
not adopt the idea of ſending a Deputy to Pe-king, 
to congratulate the Emperor on the anniverſary 
of his acceſſion to the Throne, which his Majeſty 
was going to celebrate for the ſixtieth time. He 
added, that the Engliſh, as well as the Portu- 
gueſe fettled at Macao, had manifeſted an inten- 
tion to'take a part in that remarkable event, and 
that as the Dutch nation was one of the firſt 
| eſtabliſhed in China, the Tjong-tou would feel a 
real ſatisfaction at ſeeing a repreſentative of the 
Company attend at the ſolemnity. I might even 
in the opinion of the Namſeuyun go to Pe-king 
in quality of Envoy, provided I could obtain 
from my immediate ſuperiors, letters of credit, 
addreſſes of congratulation for the Emperor, and 
recommendations to the 1/sng-/or. 


After expreſſing the gratitude. I felt for this 
kind overture of the T/ong-7on, I ſpoke of an op- 
portunity which fortunately preſented itſelf of 
_ communicating it to the Commiſſaries-General, 
lately arrived at Batavia from Holland, and of 
my conviction that the wiſhes of the Tjong-/ov 
would be fulfilled. 


The 
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The Namheuyun aſked within what ſpace of 
time I might expect to receive an anſwer. Ian- 
ſwered that five months would be ſufficient, and 
that it would not require more than ſeven for the 


arrival of an Envoy at Macao, in caſe one ſhould 
be ſent. 


On hearing this, he teſtified a great deal of ſatis- 
faction, and requeſted me to uſe all poffible diligence 
in the execution of my promiſe, of which he would 
glve immediate information to the Tſong-tou. He 
charged me expreſsly to recommend the meaſure 
to the Great Mandarins of Batavia, and to preſs 
them to adopt it without delay. I aſſured him 
repeatedly that he might depend upon my zeal. 


The Mandarin then obſerved to me, that the 
Pe-king journey was to take place in March 1795. 
The object of his miſſion being now fulfilled, he 
roſe, after having accepted a glaſs of Cape wine ; 
and when he retired, with an air expreſſive of his 
ſatisfaction, I ſhowed him all the cuſtomary 


marks of honour, by attending him to his pa- 
Janquin, | 


Two veſſels, belonging to private individuals 
of Bombay, and commanded by Captains Ri- 
chardſon and Douglas, being ſtill in the road of 

B 2 Vampon, 
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VJamſiou, which they were to leave in a fortnight, 
in order to return to Bombay, by way of Batavia, 
I determined to avail myſelt of the opportunity to 
inform their Excellencies the Commiſſaries Gene- 
ral of the invitation I had received. I wrote to 
them, in conſequence, a circumſtantial diſpatch, 
the copy of which will be found under the letter 
A, among the documents which 1 have thought 
proper to add to this work. 


The Commiſlaries General, having received 
my diſpatches, determined to ſend an Embaſly, 
and his Excellency M. Iſaac Titzing, one of the 
Ordinary Counſellors of the Grand Council of the 
Dutch Indies, was the perſon choſen to go to 
Pe-king in quality of Ambaſſador, 


July. On the 17th of July, 1794, I re- 
ceived notice of this appointment by a ſmal] 
Ingliſh veſſel from Batavia, which brought me a 
letter from the Ambaſſador himſelf, informing 
me that I was to be employed as ſecond in the 
Embaſly. I haſtened to convey this news from 
Macao to the Dutch merchants' of Canton, and 
to requeſt them to communicate it to the Tjong- 
tou, that proper preparations might be made for 
the reception of his Excellency. A few days 
after, I received an anſwer, acquainting me that 

the 
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the Jong-tou, the Fou-yuen, the Hou-hou, and the 
other Mandarins, had learnt the appointment of 
an Ambaſſador with great ſatisfaction; that or- 
ders had been given for his being received with 
every mark of diſtinction; and that I was requeſt- 
ed to ſend off, without loſing a ſingle moment, 
an expreſs from Macao to Canton, as ſoon as I 


W ſhould hear of the arrival of our ſhips. They 


added, that it was ſuppoſed that the Ambaſſador 
would come directly in his own veſſel to Vampou, 
whither the Hou-pou would repair in perſon, to 
compliment his Excellency; and that two Man- 
darins, of inferior rank, would be charged to go 
and congratulate him at the head of all the Co- 
hangiſt merchants as ſoon as he ſhould arrive at 
the Mouth of the Tygris, (Bocca-Tyeris). 


September. I waited till the beginning of the 
month of September at Macao, for the arrival of 
our ſhips, with the reſolution of ſetting off on the 
roth for Canton, with all the perſons belonging 
to the Direction, of which I was at the head. 
We went on board accordingly on the gth. 


In the afternoon of the ſame day, I was in- 
formed by an American Supercargo, (Mr. Olm- 
ſtead) at the moment of his arrival, that he had 
been on the 3d of the ſame month, near Pulo- 

B 3 | Condon 
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Condor, on board of our ſhip the Siam, and that 
he had converſed with the Ambaſſador, who had 
given him a letter for me. Mr. Olmſtead thought 
it probable that our ſhips, which were four in 
number, might arrive in three days at Macao; 
but our baggage being already embarked, I per- 
ſiſted in my determination to go to Canton. I di- 
rected Radinel, a Supercargo, to remain at Macao, 
and compliment the Ambaſſador the moment he 
ſhould appear in the road; to ſtay on board and 
accompany him to Canton; and to loſe no op- 
portunity of making himſelf of uſe, 


 _ Toth. Setting off from Macao on the 10th of 
September, we arrived off Canton at twelve at 


night, when . it was too late to go on ſhore. 


Early in the morning of the 13th we repaired to 
the Factory, whither we had been preceded by 
a Safentin, bearing the agreeable news that the 
four ſhips of the Company, the Siam, the Wa/l- 
ington, the Swan, and the Sea Flower, had caſt 
anchor near the Lema Iſlands. 

On the following day, the Hou-fou was ac- 
quainted that the ſhips were approaching Macao, 
and on the 15th I reſolved to ſet off in a great 
Sampane for Bocca-Tygris, in order to preſent my 
reſpetts to the Ambaſſador, The Hoon having 

| granted 


4 * £ * f r 5 enen N * % - 
N A Oe ˙ EE as” RS KY mens LE TINY, , S PE = OS © JJ 3 oo TE ES 
2 wy * Fe * 2 SER 8 CCR 9 * — n 2 8 4 ee 3 £ RT” 
3 W 71 n 8 . * . " 42s 601 7 1 r 5 Y MY ISAS? IJ Ln ot, 2 1 


. . l br Be” TR r * 
* N F 88 P FW = oY * 7 * - . 72 _ 
* . . a * R 9 1 - 3 
* * : a * r = 
" a ä 9 * 2 * Fo 5 F LIT RE OPER n * 2% 
* ö * 2 * x \ TS = ” MM Kat mY 5 1 n 2 OY 24 2 Ky 4 \ + FW \ 
% ͤ te ts Bn ß 23 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—;. 7 


granted me a chap (paſſport) I arrived on the 
17th, towards noon, at the Ca/#/e, one of the 


forts that defend the entrance of Bocca-Tygris, 


and at half paſt two I got on board the Siam. 1 
cordially congratulated his Excellency, who 
in return added every mark of conſideration to 
a very friendly reception. 


In the afternoon, two Mandarins came to in- 
form his Excellency that the Caſtles were going 
to ſalute him; and an inſtant after they fired their 
guns, which were anſwered by three vollies from 
the Siam, for each Caſtle, agreeably to the c_— 


of the Chineſe. 


18th. The wind on the 18th having ſhifted to 
the North, and/the veſſel being conſequently able 
to make but lit I took leave of his Ex- 
cellency with his own conſent, and ſet off for 
Canton, where I landed on the 19th early in the 
afternoon, I there prepared my apartments in 
ſuch a way as to make them fit lodgings for the 
Ambaſſador, and took poſſeſſion of thoſe belong- 
ing to the ſecond in the Direction. 


22d. At length the Siam arrived at Yampor. 
The following morning I repaired on board, ac- 
companied by all the Members of the Council, 
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to pay our reſpects to his Excellency'in a body, 


and to expreſs the pleaſure we felt at his arrival. 


We ſet off again for the Factory in the afternoon, 
leaving on board the ſhip three . Deputies from 
the Council, to accompany the Ambaſlador as 
far as Canton, whither he was to repair after the 
viſit of the Hou pou, which was fixed for the next 
day. 


24th. On the 24th I returned to the ſhip, in 
compliance with the wiſhes of that Mandarin, 


who was deſirous that his viſit ſhould be paid to 


me in common with the Ambaſſador. 


It was about eleven o'clock when the Hou-pou 
came on board. I went to receive him as far as 
the top of the ladder, and conducted him to the 
cabin of the Ambaſſador. He congratulated his 
Excellency on his arrival, and teſtified the plea- 
ſure he felt at ſeeing him there. 


He afterwards made inquiry in a very particular 
manner into the motive of Embaſſy; and being 
told in anſwer that it had no other object than to 
congratulate the Emperor on his entry into the 
fixtieth year of his reign, he perſiſted again in 
_ aſking if his Excellency were not charged with 
any other miſſion. Being again aſſured that he 
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was not, he repeated, that in caſe any thing 
were to be propoſed to his Imperial Majeſty, of 
any nature whatever, it muſt be mentioned be- 
forehand, becauſe it was neceſſary that the Court 
ſhould have previous information. He was told 
a third time, that nothing whatever was meant 
but to offer congratulations and preſents. to the 
Emperor. He then required the Ambaſſador 
and me to declare upon our honour that we ſpoke 
the truth; a requeſt with which we readily 
complied. | 


He next aſked to ſee the letter addreſſed to his 
Imperial Majeſty. His Excellency gave him a 
copy, which the Mandarin did not think what it 
ought to be, and of which he conſidered the out- 
ſide as much too plain, Being told that the 
original contained a Chineſe tranſlation, he 
deſired permiſſion to break open the cover, that 
he might ſee the contents of the letter, and 
indicate the neceſſary changes; aſſuring the 
Ambaſſador, that it was a thing indiſpenſable, 
and of the laſt neceſſity to communicate the 
contents to the Emperor beforehand. 


His Excellency made anſwer, that he hoped 
the Hou-pou would have the goodneſs to rectify 
every thing which might appear amiſs, and to 

give 
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give him all the information of which he ſtood in 
need; that he placed the utmoſt confidence in 
him ; that he was free to break the ſeal of the 
letter; and that in reſpect to the Chineſe tranſ- 
lation made at Batavia, his Excellency was ſo far 


from venturing to warrant its fidelity, that he 


availed himſelf of the preſent opportunity to re- 
| queſt that a better 1 be made. 


The Hou-pou opened the letter, oxamined the 


form of it, and promiſed to have it tranſlated 


anew. He afterwards propoſed to carry the 
letter away with him, in order to ſhew it to the 
Tfong-10u, promiling to return it to his Excel- 
Jency by the hands of the merchant Paokegqua, 
with inſtructions concerning the alterations that 
it might be deemed expedient to make, 


After this converſation, which laſted at leaſt 
half an hour, the Hox-feu accepted a glaſs of 
Cape wane, roſe and took his leave ; not without 
telling us It was his intention to ſet off for Pe- 
king, and that he hoped to ſee his Excellency 
and me at court in the enjoyment of perfect 
health. I attended him as far as the ſhip's fide, 
where freſh civilities paſſed between us. He 
then ſet off, after having a preſent for the 
Ambaſſador put on board the Siam, 1 
0 
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of ſeveral head of cattle, fruit, and other pro» 
viſions. 


As ſoon as the Hou-pou had quitted the ſhip I 
alſo took leave of his Excellency and went to 
Canton, in order to be ready to receive him at 
the Factory before dinner; the Ambaſſador 
having refuſed with the greateſt politeneſs the 
offer which the Hou-fou had juſt made him of 
coming the following day, with ſome great Sam- 
Hanes, to take him on ſhore in ſtate. 


[ had been but a very little time on ſhore, 
when the Ambaſſador arrived in his boat, accom» 
panied by the Members of the Council, who had 
remained with him as deputies, and followed by 
the boats of the three other ſhips, which had 
come to anchor on the morning of the ſame day 
at Vamſiou. In theſe boats were the captains of 
the four ſhips, . 


I went, as well as the other members of the 
Direction, to receive his Excellency on the ſtairs 
that go down to the river, and conducted him to 
the Council Chamber, where I ſeated him in the 
Preſident's chair, I then addreſſed to him a 
compliment, accompanied by every mark of re- 
ſpect, and the Members of the Council followed 

my 
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my example. His Excellency anſwered us in a 


manner ſuitable to the occaſion; and after he had 
remained ſeated for a moment, I propoſed to 
condu him to the apartments deftmed for his 
ufe, to which he agreed. We then walked out 
in order to ſit down to table; the ceremonial of 


the day being thus brought to a concluſion, 


I ſhould have ſaid, that, on the 22d of Sep- 
tember, the For-yuen had ſent two Mandarins, 
with three merchants of Canton, on board of the 
Siam, to viſit the Ambaſſador on his part and on 


that of the Thong ton, who happened not to be at 


Canton at that time, and to expreſs to him the 
fatisfaction which his coming occaſioned in the 
Empire of China. | 


It was on the 24th that the Hong-ton returned 
from a journey which he had made to the pro- 
vince of Qurang-/i, which, like that of Cnang-tong, 
was ſubject to his adminiſtration ; but the Fou- 


-T5uen being obliged to fet off the fame day, and 


to go and examine the damages occaſioned by 
an inundation, at the diſtance of two or three 
days journey, his unforeſeen abſence determined 
the T/ong-tou to ſend, on the following day, two 


principal Mandarins to wait upon the Ambaſl- 
ſador, 
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ſador, and to tell him, that he was prevented by 
that circumſtance from giving him an audience. 


25th. On the 25th the Jyong-ton ſent his Ex- 
cellency two oxen, four ſheep, four hogs, ten 
geeſe, ten ducks, ten fowls, two ſmall cheſts of 


Souchong tea of twenty-five cati's each (thirty-one 


pounds and a quarter troy weight); two bar- 
rels of red candles; and ſixteen half bags of 
rice. | 


26th. The agents of the foreign nations, who 


had already returned from Macao to Canton, 


having come to pay the Ambaſſador their com- 
pliments of congratulation on his arrival, his 
Excellency, on the 26th, returned a viſit to each 
of them individually. 


The fame day the Sub-Namlieuyen came to ſee 
the Ambaſſador, and furniſhed him with a guard 
of four ſoldiers, who had directions to keep 
good order among the Chineſe, before the Fac- 
tory, during his Excellency's ſtay. 


The Fou-yuen having returned from his journey 
at the cloſe of the day, the next evening the 
merchant Paoukequa, ſecond Chief or Director of 
the Company of Cohangifts, came to announce, 
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that, at the breaking up of a conference of the 
| Tfong-tou, the Fou-yurn, and the Hon-per, theſe 
Mandarins had ordered him to make a tranf- 
lation of the letter addreſſed by the Commiſſaries 

General of India to the Emperor. - The conſe- 
quence was, that almoſt immediately afterwards, 
Pouqua and Pouayqua, members of the Collaug, as 
well as the firſt clerk of Kiorgua, another member 
of that Company, joined Paorkequa in my apart. 
ment, in order to tranflate the letter, which! 
dictated to them in Engliſh, into the Chineſe 
tongue. It was paſt midnight before our work 
was at an end; 


28th. On the 28th in the afternoon another 
Mandarin was ſent to aſk me for an explanation 
of ſome expreſſions that occurred in the letter. 


As to the preſents that were to be offered to 
the Emperor in the name of the Dutch Nation, 
the Ambaſſador acquainted the Hou-fon, at the 
time of the vifit paid him by that Mandarin on 
board of the Siam, that he had only brought a 
few articles, becauſe he had been informed that 
others were to be met with at Canton. He 
therefore begged' the Hou ion ro have the good- 
neſs to aſſiſt him in this reſpect by pointing out 
the things he might think _ beſt calculated to 

pleaſe 
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pleaſe his Imperial Majeſty; and this the Man- 


darin promiſed to do. Accordingly, after the 


Tjong-tou, the Fou-yuen, and the Hou. ſion had had 
a conſultation, the latter charged Paonłè qua to 
deliver to the Ambaſſador a liſt of twenty-four 
articles, which we ſhould be at liberty to pur- 
chaſe, and of which it was probable the price 
would not exceed the ſum the Commiſſaries 
General of Batavia had fixed as the value of the 
preſents. 


As this happened to be the time of an annual 
ceremony which gives to the Tſong-ton, and the 
other Mandarins of the firſt rank a great deal of 
occupation for ſeveral days together, viz. th e 
examination of the ſtudents, and the ceremonial 
of the inſcription of the names of thoſe who de- 
ſerve to be put upon the liſt of candidates for a 


degree, the audience which he was to give to 


the Ambaſſador was again deferred. 


In the mean time the purpoſed changes ia the 
letter deſtined for his Imperial Majeſty were 
made; and as a great deal of aftoniſhment had 
been ſhewn at its being written upon paper, in- 
ſtead of being upon parchment, like the Ambaſ- 
ſador's commiſſion, I took, in order to remedy 
this inconvenience, a large fkin of parchment 
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feſtoons and lions rampant, I then paſted the 
letter upon the parchment, and by theſe means 
the objection was removed. | 


Another difficulty remained, which was, that 
it was neceſſary that the letter ſhould be put 
into a purſe of yellow ſatin, with a dragon em- 


broidered upon it in gold; and that afterwards 


the purſe ſhould be incloſed in a box gilt all 
over, having in like manner a dragon in relief. I 
fulfilled all this part of the ceremonial likewiſe, 
fo that the principal buſineſs of the Embaſſy was 
properly provided for; the Jetter having been 
put into the purſe, together with a lift, written 
upon yellow ſatin, of the preſents that were to 
be offered to the Emperor. 


October. On the zd of October a viſit was 
paid to his Excellency by the four principal 
Mandarins of the Regency of Canton, ſent by 
the Jyong- tou, viz. the Pau-tchong-tſu, or Grand 
Treaſurer; the Ou-tella-tiſu, or Chief Juſtice ; 
the ' Gim-ovan-tſu, or Superintendant of the Im- 
perial Magazines of Salt; and the Leong-tau, or 
Firſt Inſpector of the Magazines of Rice. When 
the uſual compliments were over, theſe four 
Mandarins aſked, in the name of the Tjong-10v, 

2 ; 2 why 


upon which I had a border painted of flowers in 
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why a Chineſe tranſlation had been added at 


Batavia to the letter for the Emperor; why our 


Monarc had not ſigned the letter; and why 
there was only the ſeal of the Dutch Eaſt India 
Company, without that of the four Mandarins 
(the four Commiſſaries General) by whom it was 
ſigned, being affixed to it. 


By means of an interpreter, the Ambaſſador 
gave them in detail every explanation which they 
could deſire. They appeared ſatisfied, and after 
having drunk a cup of tea, and a glaſs of wine, 
took their leave. 


It muſt neceſſarily appear ſingular to the reader, 
that the Long tou ſhould exhibit ſo much ſuſpicion 
in regard to an Embaſly, of which the idea had 


originated with himſelf, and that he ſhould ap- 


pear to ſeek information concerning things, of 
which it was impoſſible for him to be ignorant. 
But the Tong -tou would have been a bungling 
politician if he had not affected ignorance, and 
if he had not ſought to give to an Embaſſy, ſecret- 
ly concerted with himſelf, the appearance of an 
| homage voluntarily paid to the Emperor. It may 
alſo be obſerved, that ill- intentioned people had 
taken a pleaſure in circulating falſities, with a 


view of thwarting the project. The Tjong-tou | | 
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was therefore obliged to act with the greateſt 
circumſpection, leſt he ſhould give umbrage to 
the other Mandarins. | 


The jealouſy and hatred of certain Europeans 
had inſtigated ſeveral Chineſe merchants to infi- 
nuate that the Embaſſy was not ſent by the 
Chief of the Dutch nation; that this Chief 
was not a King ; and that the Ambaſſador was 
not a great Mandarin. They had alſo ſpread ſe- 
veral other diſadvantageous reports. It was very 
fortunate for us, that the Regency of Canton en- 
tertained ſuch an opinion of the Dutch national 
character, and of the peaceful and ſedate con- 
duct of the individuals of our nation, as inſured 
the ſucceſs of an Embaſſy which had been ſo in- 
duſtriouſly traduced. 


The Tfng-tou continued to ſhew a great deal 
of attention to the Ambaſſador. He ſent, every 
two or three days, a Mandarin to my houſe, 
with directions to aſk after the health of his Ex 
cellency, and to enquire if he was in want of any 
thing, in order that it might be procured. 


The Chineſe tranſlation of the letter that had 
been made by the merchants whom I have 
. above, and to — L had dictated it in 

333 . Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, was afterwards put by the Tong-tou, into 
the hands of the Pau-tchong-iſu and the On-tcha-tſu, 
in order that they might give it an elegance of lan- 
guage, and a ſtile ſufficiently dignified to render 
it worthy of the eyes of the Emperor; while I, 
on my part, was collecting the articles intended 
as preſents, ſo, that every thing might be ready 
upon the firſt demand. a 

roth. On the 10th, the Hou-pou, the On-tcha- 
ſu, and four or five of the principal Mandarins, 
went to Mr. Beale's, to ſee the pieces of me- 
chaniſm, of which he had a great number in 
his warehouſe to ſell, Thence they went to 
viſit the, Ambaſſador, and to enquire after his 
health. The Hou-pou told his Excellency, that 
in a ſhort time the Court of Pe-king would be ac- 
quainted with his arrival, and that he might reſt 
aſſured that every thing would be prepared for 
his departure, as ſoon as an anſwer ſhould be re- 
ceived from the Court, On the following day, 
the Taytou, or General of the Troops of the Pro- 
vince of Quang-ton, paid a viſit to the Ambaſſador, 
to congratulate him on his arrival; and the ſame 
day the merchant Paonkegqua came to inform his 
Excellency, that the Tjong-tou would, on the 
13th, grant both his Excellency and me a public 
audience, deſtined for the reception of the letter 
| C 2 that 
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that we had to deliver to his Highneſs (the Tjone- 
tou) on the part of the Commiſſaries General of 
the Dutch Eaſt-India Company. He added, that 
this opportunity would be taken, for us to make 
the ſalute of honour due to his Imperial Majeſty, 
and that the ceremony would end with an 
imperial dinner, where we were to be regaled 
with all the perſons belonging to the Direction in 
the garden of Lopqua ; and that plays, and other 
ſhows, were to be exhibited there for our amuſe- 
ment, | | 


13th, We kept ourſelves in readineſs accord- 
ingly. Paonkequa, and a Lingua, (interpreter) 
dame to take us on the morning of the 13th, and 
a handſome Sampane landed us on the other fide 
of the river, oppoſite to the Factories and the 
city of Canton, in the ſuburb called Honan. 
Thence we were conducted to the Pagoda, 
Hanuy-tſong-th*, where we found ſeveral hundreds 
of Chineſe ſoldiers under arms, and lining the road 
through which we were to paſs, for more than 
two hundred yards. The Ambaſſador's body 
guards were placed at their head. 


d This is the ſame in which the Engliſh Ambaſſador, Lord 
Macartney, was received by the T/ong-ton, and the other prin- 
ipal Mandarins, on his return from Pe-king. (Fr. Ed.) 


At 
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At the entrance of the pagoda, a large double 
tent was pitched, covering on one fide the impe- 
rial dinner, and on the other, that is to ſay, on 
the Eaſtern, a kind of ſaloon furniſhed with 
carpets and with chairs for the Mandarins, the 
Ambaſſador, and myſelf, Theſe ſeats, placed 
nearly in a half circle, were ſo diſpoſed that the 
Tfong-tou, the Fou-yuen, and the Hoy-pou were to 
fill the-three that ſtood as it were in the centre, 
and that his Excellency and I were to be at a 
ſmall diſtance to their right, and turned a little 
towards them; while on their left were four ſeats 
intended for the Pan-tchong-t/u, the On-tcha-tſu, 
the Gim-oyan-tſu, and the Leong-tay. 


When his Excellency and I approached the 
pagoda, we found the Tjong-tou, and the fix other 
Mandarins, on the right of the road. We were 
deſired to paſs before them, and were condutted 
to a kind of altar, hung with yellow, on which 
was a vaſe with perfumes burning in it, and 
a board {Chep) on which the names and. titles 
of the Emperor were inſcribed in letters of 
gold. Round the back. of the altar was a yellow 


ſcreen, 


Two cuſhions were laid upon the ground for 
us, and we were told to do the ſalute of honour 
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to the Emperor. We performed this ceremony 


according to the Chineſe cuſtom. It conſiſts in 


Kneeling down three times; in ſaluting at each 
proſtration, by bowing the head three times to 
the ground; and in rifing quite up after each 
third inclination of the head, in order to knee] 
down anew. All theſe motions are directed by 
the voice of a Mandarin, who meaſures the time 


by regular intervals, in like manner as an officer 


exerciſing troops. 


When we had done, the Viceroy, and the 


other Mandarins, came up to his Excellency and 


me, and addreſſed to us the moſt friendly congra- 
tulations. We were then conducted to that part 


of the tent where the chairs were placed, and took 
our ſeats in the order indicated above. The 


Tfong-tou ſat down firſt, and then the Ambaſſador 
put on his hat. | 


The Vicersy having aſked a few queſtions 
concerning the motive of the Embaſſy, and re- 
ceived polite anſwers, the Ambaſſador preſented 
the letter to him, with which he had been charg- 
ed by the Commiſſaries General of Batavia, He 
opened it, read with attention the Chineſe tran- 


lation that accompanied it, and aſſured his Ex- 


cellency that he would do every thing in his power 
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to make the Pe-king journey as agreeable to him. 
as he could wiſh. | 


His Highneſs then aſked the Ambaſſador if he 
ſhould be ready to ſet off without delay, in caſe 
his Imperial Majeſty ſhould defire his arrival at 
Court before the end of the preſent Chineſe year, 
and if it would be poſſible for him to leave Can- 
ton in a month, or thereabout. The Ambaſſador 
anſwered in the affirmative, and ſaid that he 
ſhould be ready to undertake the journey on the 
firſt order from the Emperor; which appeared to 
give the Tſong-70u much ſatisfaction. 


A bowl of ſoup was then ſerved up, with bird's 
neſts, and afterwards a diſh of tea; after' which 
the Mandarins having riſen, and we alſo, we fol- 
lowed them anew to the altar, where we repeat- 
ed, in concert with them, the grand ſalute of 
honour to the Emperor, 


This ceremony being performed, the T/ong-tou 
came towards us, and invited us to the imperial 
dinner. We anſwered him in terms expreſlive 
of our gratitude. He then ordered two Manda- 
rins to conduct us to the garden of Lopgua, ſe- 
parated from the Temple, or Pagoda, only by a 
wall; to give us a good reception, and to procure 

3 © us 
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Mandarins, in order to follow our conductors to 


who had not yet viſited the Ambaſſador, waited 


gentlemen individually. 


any accident happening to the Ambaſſador the 


us every poſſible amuſement in their power. We 
now took leave of his Highneſs and the other 


the garden, whither all the dinner that had been 
prepared on one of the ſides of the tent was con- 
veyed, and where we found the Members of our 
eſtabliſhment, and the Chineſe merchants, come 
to partake of the entertainment, which laſted 
till eleven o'clock at night. We then returned 
to the Factory. 


14th. The Engliſh Supercargoes, who had 
come back from Macao ſeveral days before, but 


upon him in a body, the day after he had his 
public audience of the Viceroy; and two days 
after his Excellency went to fee each of thoſe 


The Commiſſaries General, having ſent by 
another ſhip a duplicate of the letter they had 
written to his Imperial Majeſty, that in caſe of 


object of his miſſion might be fulfilled by me, 
had addreſſed to me in conſequence a commiſſion, 
in which they appointed me to the ſurvivorſhip 
of the Embaſly, and gave me in that caſe his Ex- 
cellency's character, rank, and titles. The 7/ong-70u 

| | os. thought 
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thought proper to ſend this duplicate to Pe. king 
by an expreſs, after having made the ſame 
changes in it as in the original, which remained 
with the Ambaſſador, in order that he might de- 
liver it in perſon. The courier was diſpatched 
on the 14th of October in the evening, with di- 
rections to travel fifty leagues (five hundred 4e) a 
day, that he might arrive at Pe-king at the end 
of twelve days. He was alſo charged with a 
letter from the Tjong-tou to the Prime Miniſter, 
which, according to the report of Pouayqua who 
had read it, and who mentioned it to me, was 
highly fayourable to our miſſion. | 


15th. The following day, Paonkégqua came in 
the name of the Tjong-ton, to requeſt the Ambaſ- 
ſador to prepare to ſet off within a month, becauſe 
it was very probable that his Excellency would 
be ſent for to Pe-king before the feſtival of the 
new year (which correſponds with the 21ſt of 
January of the European calendar), and becauſe 
the anſwer of the Court would arrive within that 
ſpace of time. 


16th. The Ambaſſador, who had expreſſed 
to Paonkequa his deſire to go into the city that 
he might there preſent his reſpects to the Tjarg- 
tou, to the Fou. yuen, and to the Hou pon, received 
2 fayourable anſwer through the medium of the 


ſame 
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ſame merchant, with this ſingular reſtriction on 
the part of the Viceroy: that he obſerved to 
his Excellency, that he was not permitted by the 
uſages of China to receive him in his palace, 
nor with as much reſpect as he deſerved, or as 
he (the Tſoxg-7ou) ſhould be happy to ſhew him; 
and that he therefore truſted, as this could not 
be done without infringing on the laws and 
cuſtoms of the country, that the Ambaſſador 
would not take it ill if he ſent an excuſe by one of 
his Mandarins to the gate of the palace, eſpecially 
as the year before he had treated the Engliſh 
Ambaſſador, (Lord Macartney) in the ſame way. 


19th. His Excellency conformed to this eti- 
quette, and on the following day we went ta- 
gether to pay the intended viſits. We were car- 
ried by four bearers (coulis), and the interpreter, 
who accompanied us, delivered our viſiting cards 
at the gates of the palaces. An inferior Man- 
darin came out, and in the name of his Chief 
ſignified the high ſenſe he entertained of the 
trouble the Ambaſſador had taken. 


Aſſiſted by the Chineſe Cohangif merchants, I 


collected all the preſents intended for the Em- 
peror, the Firſt Miniſter of State, and the other 
Mandarins of the Court, in order that the whole 
might be properly PING up, and ready for re- 

moval. 
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moval. At the ſame time, the ſhips of the Com- 

pany, that came with the Ambaſſador, were loaded 
with all poſſible diſpatch, that their return to 
Europe might not be delayed. 


November. On the gth of November, the 
Tjong-tou ſent a Mandarin to requeſt his Excel- 
lency to hold himſelf in readineſs to ſet off in 
thirteen days, the 23d being fixed for his de- 
PANE. . | 


Although this was in ſome ſort a delay of eight | 
days, ſince it had at firſt been ſettled on the 14th 1 
of October, that we were to ſet out a month = - 
after, it appeared impoſſible to his Excellency * 
to be ready by that time. But I declared, that 
as to every thing that related to the loading of 
the veſſels for Europe, it would be terminated 

before, and conſequently that little or nothing 
remained to be done to expedite their failing. 
] even undertook to provide every thing that f 
might be neceſſary, particularly for the journey i 

of the Embaſſy; and I intreated his Excellency 
to uſe all poſſible brevity in the diſpatches he in- 15 
tended to ſend to Batavia, as he had ſuch forcible 0 
reaſons to aſſign as an excuſe; ſince it appeared 
by calculation that our departure could not be . 
delayed a ſingle moment, if we wiſhed to arrive 
at 


— — —  — — —  — 
rn r 9 


28 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 


at Pe-king by New Year's Day. The examina« 
tion of all theſe poſſibilities, and Paonkequa's 
urgent requeſt that we would gratify the Tjong- 
tou, at laſt induced his Excellency to come to a 
reſolution to ſet off on the 22d, and every effort 
was made to fulfil his promiſe. | 


roth. On the 1oth of November, the Engliſh 
Supercargoes gave his Excellency a ſplendid en- 
tertainment. : 

1th. On the 11th moſt of the preſents were 
packed up, in order that by being ſent off before 
us, they might put us to no inconvenience on 
the road, Gilt frames were put to the four large 
mirrors, and they were carefully placed each in 
a ſeparate cheſt. A machine was then made for 
each cheſt, ſo that the glaſs might be carried, 
and put-upon the ground always on one fide, and 
that the coulis, when inclined to reſt themſelves, | 
might expoſe it to no riſk, 


On the 13th of November, at a very early 
Hour of the morning, Paonkequa was ſent by the 
Tfong-tou to tell the Ambaſſador that the Empe- - 
ror's anſwer had arrived at midnight, and that it 
was couched in very favourable terms ; that his 
Imperial Majeſty wiſhed the Ambaſſador to repair 
| to 
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to Pe-king before New Year's Day, in order to 
ſhew him all the pomp of the Court on that ſo- 
lemn feſtival; and to preſent him to all the aſ- 
ſembled Princes and Grandees of his Empire; 


as alſo that his Excellency might partake of the 


feaſts and diverſions of the Court. 


added, that his Imperial Majeſty defired the 
Ambaſſador to bring with him two Europeans 


verſed in the Chineſe tongue, who might, upon 


occaſion, ſerve as interpreters. 


Although no Europeans at Canton were com- 
pletely maſters of the Chineſe language, it was 
reſolved nevertheleſs to conform as far as poſlible 
to the Emperor's wiſh. His Excellency deter- 
mined in conſequence to propoſe Meſſieurs 


Agie and de Guignes, two 


Frenchmen, and 


charged Paonkequa to intimate the fame to the 


Tjong-tou, 


- 


In the afternoon, the Pau tclong-iſu, the On- 


tcha-tſu, and ſeveral Mandarins went to inſpe&t 
the pieces of mechaniſm intended for the Empe- 


Tor, previouſly to their being packed up, as well 


as the other valuable articles. 
proceeded io congratulate the 


From thence they 
Ambaſſador upon 


his Imperial Majeſty's favourable anſwer; and 
endeavoured to prevail on his Excellency to 


3. 


haſten 


Paonkequa 


oy 
"+ 
14 4 
1 
1 
* 
25 
1 
=o 
4 4 
= 
WH 
2 1 I 
1 
3 
: 
. 
55 
+# 
4. 8J 
- FT 
x 
8 
3 
14 
= 
Es 
1.38 
* * 
1 
1 
1 
KJ 
47 
We 
[x] 
ry 
1 
_— 
? 73 
4 
3 
7 
Ly 
WI 
WL 
2 
* 
N 
. L 
13 
F 17 
1 
. 
. 
} 
4 
= 
- TS 
MET 
+ : 
184 
x 
be -; 
* 
q * 
My 


30 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 


haſten his departure, were it but a ſingle day, in 
order that he might be at Pe-king by the time 
mentioned in the letter, which appeared to be 
the roth of January. As it was really impoſſible 
to uſe greater diſpatch than that we were mak- 
ing, his Excellency confined his anſwer to an aſ- 
ſurance that he would ſet off on the 22d. With 
this engagement the Mandarins were at laſt ſa- 
tished, and took their leave. 


14th. On the following day, the 14th, the 
Mandarin, appointed to be our third conductor, 
made his appearance, accompanied by Paonkegua, 
who came on the part of the Viceroy, to read 
and extol the Emperor's anſwer to the Ambal- 
ſador, and to declare that on ſome future day he 
would be furniſhed with a copy. Having already 
indicated the ſubſtance of this letter, I ſhall here 
avoid a needleſs repetition. | 


This ſame Mandarin came afterwards to my 
reſidence with Paontegua, to know what provi 
ſions we ſhould have a daily occaſion for during 
the journey, that he might give orders to have 
them prepared, and that we might be in want of 
nothing. As this day was one of thoſe which 
the Chineſe think propitious to all undertakings, 


they began to embark the preſents intended for 
his 
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his Imperial Majeſty on board of tranſport 
barges. 


16th. The Daniſh, Swediſh, and Spaniſh Su- 
percargoes, gave ſucceſſive farewel entertain- 
ments to his Excellency and his ſuite, on the 
16th, 17th, and 18th of November. 


17th. On the 17th, the Mandarins, who were 
our two firſt conductors, came alſo to pay their 
compliments to the Ambaſſador and me: they 
were both of the rank of the blue ton. On 
the evening of the ſame day, Paonkequa came on 
the part of the Tjong-tou, to inform us that his 
Excellency and I thould have on the twentieth, 
in the Pagoda of Honan, our formal audience of 
leave of the Viceroy, and of the other Manda- 
rins of the Regency; and that a copy would 
then be given us of the letter of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty. I communicated all theſe particulars to 


the Ambaſſador. 


18th. On the 18th, the two Frenchmen, Meſ- 
ſieurs Agie and de Guignes, went into town to 
preſent themſelves to the Tſong-tou, in order to 
give him proofs of their knowledge of the Chi- 
neſe language; and ſucceeded ſufficiently well to 

obtain his approbation of their appointment. 
19th. 


— 2 
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roth. On the 19th, in the evening, the bulky 
preſents were diſpatched for Pe-king, on board of 
ſix Sampanes, under the care of a principal Man- 
darin of the white button, and of three other 
Mandarins of the gilt button. | 


20th. On the day fixed for the audience of 
leave, the Ambaſſador and I went on board a 
paſlage veſſel, and waited on the other ſide of 
the river, at Horan, for the arrival of the Vice- 
roy till eleven o'clock, when we went on ſhore. 
We there found ſoldiers drawn up in two lines, in 
the ſquare before the Pagoda, as at the firſt audi- 
ence. The tent and all the other arrangements 
were the ſame. The Tfong-tou and the reſt of 
the Mandarins, among whom was a different 
Hou-pou from him we had ſeen on the former oc- 
caſion, were alſo waiting for us on the road. 
They gave us a kind reception, and conducted 
us to the place where ſeats were prepared. 
Every one having taken his place, the Tjong-tou told 
us that he was much concerned that the journey to 
Court could not be ſo agreeable to us as he could 
have wiſhed, ſince it was to be performed at the 
coldeſt ſeaſon of the year; that he had taken 
care to have every thing ſo arranged, as to make 
travelling as convenient and pleaſant to us as 


poſſible ; and that he thought we were provided 
5 with 
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with a ſufficiency of furs to defend us from the 
cold. We thanked his Highneſs, through the 
medium of the interpreter, for his kind attention, 
and as to the cold, we anſwered that we were 
accuſtomed to it in our own country, where the 
winters were at leaſt as ſevere as they could be at 
Pe-king. | | 

The Tjong-tou next enquired if we were ready 
to ſet off, and upon our anſwer in the affirma- 
tive, teſtified a great deal of ſatisfaction. 


At the ſame moment, little porringers were 
handed round, with a very agreeable ſoup made 
of a ſmall kind of peaſe, and afterwards cups of 
tea, Then, at the ſound of a gougom, which was 
at the entrance of the Pagoda, the Viceroy, 
and other Mandarins all roſe, and we did 
the ſame. They placed themſelves on the 
right of the road, and we took the left fide, 
ſtanding oppoſite to one another. When the 
proceſſion, which was advancing, came near us, 
I perceived that it was the letter of the Emperor, 
carried by eight Coulis in the Imperial livery, upon 
a kind of hand-barrow, preceded by twenty ſer- 
vants in the ſame livery. There was alſo a por- 
table altar, on which was placed a vaſe with - 
burning incenſe. | 
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At the moment when the Emperor's letter, 
which was rolled up in a cover of yellow ſilk, 
paſſed. before us, all the Mandarins knelt down. 
We followed their example, and did not riſe till 
they did. The letter being now brought to the 
Imperial altar, a Mandarin took ihe caſe or cover 
which contained it from off the little hand 
| barrow, and laid it upon the altar; then another 
Mandarin, of ſuperior rank, went and took the 
ſcroll from the altar, and, after having elevated 
it with both his hands, delivered it to the Tjons- 
tou, who had the ſilk covering taken off, and, 
after unrolling it, ſent it to a Mandarin of infe- 
rior rank. The latter read it, keeping it in an 
elevated poſition, and our interpreter explained 


it, paragraph by paragraph. 


While this laſted the Ambaſſador and I were 
on our knees, and as ſoon as it was over we 
performed the ceremony of adoration in honour 
of the Emperor, aſter which we aroſe. The 
Viceroy, and the fix other Mandarins, then came 
to congratulate us, withing us ſucceſs and the 
good graces of his Imperial Majeſty, We ex- 
preſſed a high ſenſe of the honour done us. 

The Imperizl repaſt was next offered us. It 


was erved up with ſtill nore magnificence than 
| the 


— 
— 
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the firſt time, and gave us a new occaſion to teſ- 
tiſy our gratitude. The Tjong-tou afterwards 
charged two Mandarins to eſcort us to the 
garden of Lopqua, to give us a kind welcome 
there, and to beg us to divert ourſelves. Then 
turning towards the Ambaſſador and me, he told 
us that he would gladly accompany us thither, 
but that he was ſure that his preſence would 
rather impoſe a conſtraint upon the company aſ- 
ſembled there than give them pleaſure. He 
therefore took leave of us, wiſhing us a good. 
Journey, as did the other Mandarins who at- 
tended him, and who told us that they hoped we 
ſhould find his Imperial Majeſty in the enjoy- 
ment of perfect health. After having returned 
compliments for compliments, we followed our 
two conductors to the garden of Loſqua, whither 
the dinner was brought as before, and where we 
were joined by the merchants and all the perſons 
of our Direction. The repaſt was magnificent, 
and while we were at table theatrical pieces, 
and tumbling, and other feats of activity, were 
performed. It was five o'clock in the evening 
before we got back to the Factory. 


21ſt, On the following day, November 
the 21ſt, at eleven in the morning, the Council 
ef Commerce aſſembled, under the Preſi- 
| D 2 | dency 
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dency of the Ambaſſador. Having, in conſe- 
quence of my own requeſt, obtained permiſſion 
from the Directors of the Dutch Eaft India 
Company to reſign my employ, becauſe I wiſhed 
to return to my native country, I inſtalled with 
all due formality R. J. Dozy, Supercargo, in my 
place of Chief of the Factory; and this the 
more willingly, becauſe, as I had completed the 
loading of the four ſhips, nothing remained but 
to expedite their failing, which could be done in 
my abſence without the ſmalleſt inconvenience. 
I then took leave of the Council as far as related 
to my functions of Chief in the ſervice of the 
Dutch Eaſt India Company. 


This formality being over, I accompanied the 
Ambaſſador in his viſits to take leave of the Re- 
preſentatives of all the foreign nations. The 
ſame day the Supercargo, who had juſt been ap- 
pointed to fill my place, gave a farewell dinner 
to his Excellency, and to the perfons who were 
to be of the Pe- king journey. A great part of 
the Europeans at Canton were alſo preſent. 
At the ſame time all the proviſions and heavy 
baggage were put on board, in order that 
nothing might delay our departure on the fol- 
lowing day. 

| 22d. On 
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22d, On the 22d of November, at an early 
hour of the morning, I had our beds and the reſt 
of our baggage embarked, and at half paſt 
twelve the Ambaſſador quitted the Factory to go 
on beard a pleaſure Sampaue. At the very mo- 
ment of our departure, Paonłè qua delivered to his 
Excellency, in the name of the Tjong-tou, a copy 
of the Imperial letter, in a caſe coyered with 
yellow filk. We were eſcorted by all the 
perfons belonging to the Dutch Company, 
and by the Spaniſh Chief Agote, as far as Faa-t, 
or the Gardens of Flowers, a place ſituated at 
a league (ten 7) from the city of Canton, 
and where we found all the Dutch mer- 
chants, and five of the Chineſe Cohangif 
traders. We made a ſtop there to give time 
to the other veſſels to come up, and in the 
mean while went to viſit ſeveral gardens or nur- 
ſeries, where we remarked a number of flowers 
and uncommon 'plants, the fight of which fully 
repaid the trifling trauble the ſight of them had 
coſt us, 


At two o'clock the gentlemen of the Direo- 
tion and the merchants took leave of us, and 
returned to Canton, after having wiſhed us a 
pleaſant journey. We dined at the ſame place, 
and then each of us went to occupy his reſpec- 
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tive Campane. At four o'clock we ſet off. The 
flotilla confiſted of more than thiity veilels, on 
board of the greater part of Which were ine 
Mandarins who accompanied us, and their re- 
tinue; for we had only aſked for twelve for the 
Ambaſſador and his ſuite, 


The Embaſſy, and the perſons attached to it, 
conſiſted of the following individuals, v. 


M. Isaac Titzinc, Counſellor in Ordinary 
of the Dutch Eaſt India Co npany, Ambaſſador. 


AnDxkEw EVERARD Van-BRaam Hovuck- 
GEEST, heretofore Chief of the Direction of the 
Dutch Eaſt India Company in China, ſecond in 
the Embaſly, with a commiſſion of Ambeliador 
in ſurvivorſhip. 


REINIER Dozr, Secretary to the Embaſly. 


J. H. BTETTERMAxN, and J. A. Van Braay, 
Members of the Council of Commerce of the 
Dutch Direction in China; the former as phy- 
ſician, the latter as companion to the ſecond 


perſon in the Embaſſy. 


' Meffieurs Acix and Ds Gu1GNEs, both 
Frenchmen, in quality of Interpreters. 


II. C. Pxrir- 
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H. C. A, HY ERRE, a Swiss Mechaniſt. 
A private Secretary of the Anbaſſador. 
Two Maitres d' Hotel. 
A European ſervant. 
Two Malay ſervants. 


And, la{tly, the body guard of the Ambaſ- 
ſador, conſiſting of a ſerjeant, a drummer, a fifer, 
and nine ſoldiers. 


Jo conduct us we had three Mandarins of diſ- 
tinction. Lhe firſt, called YVang-ta-/oye, wore the 
dark blue button, and was verſed in political 
matters j the ſecond, named Ming-ta-loye, wore 
the blue tranſparent button, and was a military 
wan; the third, called Saz-ta loy“, was of the 
white tranſparent button, and a great Mandarin 
of letters: each of chè m had under his command 
ſeveral inferior Mandarins carrying gold ſticks. 
The military Mandazin was a' Tartar, and the 
two others were Chineſe, 


It ſeems to me more proper and more uſeful to 
begin from this moment to give my recital in 
form of a Journal, in order that every thing 
being claſſed according to the order and time 


in which it occurred, I may avoid al ort of 


confuſion. ] 
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After having quitted Faa-ti, or the Nurſeries, 
we proceeded firſt in a ſouthern direction for two 
hours, then to the weſtward, and at laſt to the 
north weſt. We paſſed, during the night, the 
celebrated city of Fo-chan, of which we were 
conſequently unable to form any idea, As great 
a trade is carried on there as at Canton itſelf, 
and in extent it is not leſs conſiderable than that 


city. 


November. On the 23d of November, at 
eight o'clock in the morning, we paſſed by Ta- 


nam, a place of ſome conſequence, very agree- 


ably ſituated on the banks of the river ; and at 
nine o'clock we arrived at San-cheuye-hing tauy, at 
a quarter of a league's diſtance from the city of 
San-chenuye-chen. We ſtopped at San-cheuye-hing- 


lay to breakfaſt and take in proviſions. While 


our veſſels were paſling before the latter place 
the garriſon of Sax-chenye-chen came and drew up 
in a line upon the quay. 


'] went on ſhore, and perceiving the city of 
San-chenye-chen ſituated in a valley at a little dil- 
tance from the water ſide, I direed my ſolitary 
ſteps towards it. When J came to the gate, a 
centine] gaye me to underſtand that I could not 

be 


my turn, with all the politeneſs I was maſter of, 
that he had no reaſon for fear, I took him by 
the arm, and deſired him by figns to accompany 
me. To this he conſented ; and I walked 
through ſeveral ſtreets, and even contrived to 
find out the palace of the Mandarins. But I 
had only a rapid glance of it and returned to 

the veſſel immediately afterwards, 


- San-cheuye-chen, ſeen either from without or 


within, appears a very ancient place; the houſes 


being old, low, and crazy. Moſt of them are 
ſhops of a very mean kind, in which eatables are 
_ expoſed to ſale ; and the ſtreets, though paved 
with broad ſtones, are in very bad condition. 
As for the ſituation of the city it is agreeable 
enough, being ſurrounded by fruitful fields of 


rice. At about half a league (five 2) to the 
eaſt of the city, in the midſt of meadows, and 


upon a Hill of ſmall elevation, is an octagonal 
tower nine ſtories high; a kind of edifice by no 
means uncommon among the Chineſe. After 
having received refreſhments and proviſions for 
four-and-twenty hours, we proceeded on our 
way at eleven in the morning. In the evening 
we paſſed by the village of Aefauy-(ſauy, ſituated 

upon 
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upon the banks of the river, and continued, 
during the moſt part of the night, to be tracked 
up the river by Coulis, in conſequence of the 
current being direct y contrary, 


24th, A ſtrong northerly wind made the track- 
ing of our boats a very laborious taſk, and as it 
often drove us towards one of the banks, we 
made but little progecſs. 


To the weſtward was a long chain of moun- 
tains of conliderable elevation called Cue cok hu, 
upon the north ſide of which a tower has been 
conſizucted live ſtories high. 


The river is here in general ſhallow and in- 
terſperſed with many banks of ſand. Its eaſtern 
fide is of argillaceous earth, mixed with beds or 
rata of a ſandy ſoil. In all this diſtrict great 
quantities of wheat and other corn are culti- 
vated ; but the elevation of the land hinders it 
from being proper for the production of rice. 
All along the river we could ſtill perceive the 
marks of the ravages occafioned by an inunda- 
tion which took place during the preceding ſpring 
in this as well as ſeveral other places. Towards 
the middle of the 5 we paſſed by the village 

Tay- 
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Tay-in-tſan, at no great diſtance from a military 
poſt, the ſoldiers of which turned out at our 
approach. The environs of all the navigable 
rivers, and all the highways throughout the 
whole extent of the empire, heve ſimilar guard- 
houſes erected at a league (ten ii) diſtance from 
one another. Ihe guard in general confiſts oſ 
an officer and ten men. | 


In China it is not uncommon to ſee whole 
fields ſown with buck wheat. We have this 
day remerked ſeveral, in which the. plant is 
covered with flowers, and ſore in which the ſeed 
is even beginning to ripen, a thing which we 1 
had yeſterday alſo occaſion to obſerve. I was f 
the more aſtoniſhed to perceive this kind of 
grain growing, es I bad never ſeen eny at 
Canton; as I dic not even ſuſpect that it exiſted 
in China; and as I was con ſequentiy far frog 
thinking chat ſuch conſiderable ſpaces were ap- 
propriated to its culture. The ſugar plantations 
are alſo very numerous. 
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Towards the evening we went aſhore to take fl 
a walk and viſit a ſugar mill in the vicinity. We I 
were much ſtruck by the ſimplicity of its con- 
ſtruction. 
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This mill has two rollers or cylindrical pjeces 
of wood, which, with two boilers, complete the 
whole apparatus of the manufactory. The cane 
is preſſed between theſe two very heavy cylin- 
ders, turned by two buffaloes, by means of a 


long lever to which they are yoked. The juice 


that runs from the reed is then boiled down in 
the two coppers, which are let into holes in the 


ground. As ſugar mills exactly fimilar are in 


ufe at Java, it is more than probable that they 
were firſt introduced by -the Chineſe into that 
and, efpecially as the greater number belong 
to perſons of that nation, who employ their own 
countrymen to work them, 


Abont ten in the evening we reached the city 


of Tjing-yun-chen, where we ſtopped for an hour 


to take proviſions on board, but were prevented 
by the darkneſs from ſeeing any thing of the 
town. We afterwards continued our journey 
during the whole of the night. 


2 5th. At the break of day we came to the 
village of Pac-miao-/un, fituated on the weſtern 
bank-of the river, where we ſtopped a quarter 
of an hour to give our people time to breakfaſt, 


and then proceeded through the famous pats 
called Tjang-nun-hab, formed by an interval 


2 between 
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between two ridges of perpendicular rocks. of 
extreme height. While going along this paſſage 
we could ſcarcely perceive ſufficient ſpace for thoſe 
who pulled the tracking rope. The width of 
the river is here about ſeven hundred and fifty 
toiſes; and when the current is contrary it requires 
two hours to clear the paſſage, becauſe in doing fo 
it is neceſſary to deſcribe lines and follow direc- 
tions ſo tortuous, that they reſemble the windings 
and twiſtings of a ſnake. But the aſpect on both 
ſides is noble and ſublime. 


In the midſt of this ſpace, to the weſtward, is 
a convent named Fr-/auy-fi, ſo ſituated that it 
ſeems to ſtick againſt the mountain's fide, amidſt 
the thick ſhade of ſurrounding trees. The 
Bonzes who reſide in this place have contrived 
to make a pretty large Kitchen garden by the 
fide of the convent, for the ſake of obtaining 
the neceſſary ſupply of vegetables, 


At the end of the paſs, on the eaſtern ade. is 
a guard-houſe called Pha-cong-han-chan, with ſol- 
diers ſtationed in it. There is alſo a temple of 
little conſequence, and a few houſes, The 
heights that overlook the paſſage are covered 
with trees. | 


* 
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During the whole day we continued to ſee a 
great number of mountains on each {ide of us; 
ſeveral of thoſe to the weſtward being of ſtupen- 
dous height. 


The plains were all planted with ſugar cane, 
and during our navigation we ſaw ſeveral mills 
for the expreſſion of the juice. 


In the afternoon we paſſed by the village of 
Tey-fehing-cok, ſituated on the weſtern fide of the 
river, which widens at this place, but which at 
the ſame time is choked up with large banks of 
ſand. At ſun-ſet we came to another narrow 
paſs, alſo between two ridges of very rugged 
and uneven rocks. This paſſage coſt us about 
half an hour's navigation, after which we ſaw 
nothing before us but a very extenſive plain, 
having conſtantly level ground on both ſides of 
the road, except during the night, when we en- 
tered a paſs ſtill narrower than the other two. 
This paſſage, of ſuch inconſiderable length that 
a ſtone might be thrown from one end to the 
other, is ſkirted with rocks ſo lofty and fo ter- 
ribly ſteep, that they cannot fail to inſpire the 
beholder with a ſentiment of fear. This place 
is called Ang-youg-hab. | 


26th. By 
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26th. By break of day we had got beyond the 
limits of theſe horrible rocks, to the weſtward of 
which, and at the {cot of the mountain, is a 
handſome pagoda. 'The country then begins to 
reſume a level appearance, particularly to the 
eaſtward ; but as the land on each ſide of us, 
which was ſteep and lofty, prevented our proſ- 
pect, curioſity induced me to go on ſhore at 
eight o'clock in the morning, and to climb up 
to the top of the bank, which vres thirty or 
forty feet high, in order to get a view of the ſur- 
rounding fields. I continued my walk till half 
paſt eleven. As far as the eye could reach, it 
diſcovered a country admirably well cultivated, 
which, by its reſemblance to the province of 
Utrecht, re- produced in my mind the delightful 


idea of my native land. Here was a field co- 


vered with wheat, contiguous t9 another of buck- 
wheat, embelliſhed by its bloſſom z there a piece 


of turnips; and then another ſpot planted with 


ſweet potatoes. An agreeable variety delighted 
the eye throughout this whole extent of country, 


where not the ſmalleſt ſpace was left without 


cultivation, and the whole of which compoſed a 
molt beautiful landſcape. The foil was argilla- 
ceous though not ſtrong ; and if any judgment 


can be formed of its fertility from the n mn. 


muſt abound i in corn. | | 
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We alſo paſſed by ſeveral brick-kilns ſituated 
upon the banks of the river, and perceived in 
the interior ſeveral pretty . villages, ſhaded by 
bamboos and other trees. I prolohged my littl- 
excurſion till I came oppoſite the city of It. 
elen, where, upon the eaſtern fide, I found a 
a handſome tower of nine ſtories, in good pre- 
ſervation, although it appeared very ancient, 


according, at leaſt, to the indication of the trees 
growing out of the crevices of its walls, and cyven 


upon the very top of it. 


On the weſtern fide of the river the plains 
were leſs extenſive. My walk had not yet laſted 


an hour, when I remarked that the mountains 


re-appeared upon the bank, where they were 
terminated by five inſulated rocks; of which the 
moſt northern, and alſo the moſt conſiderable, 
was in the form of a ſugar loaf when ſeen from 
the weſtward. A little farther on, and prectſely 
at the foot of other rocky mountains, is a village 
called Ngo-ci-ovan, which contains a confiderable 
number of ' houſes, and of which the inhabitants 
appear to have a ſubſiſtence aſſured them by 
working the quarries in the neighbouring moun- 
tains. By the fide of the village is the guard- 
houſe called Yau-ci-chyn, which forms with it the 
only objects that interrupt the diſmal and mono- 
£54 - tonous 
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 tonous proſpe& of a ridge of ſteep mountains, 
extending from the five rocks that I have juſt 

mentioned as far as the city of Inte- chen, oppo- 
gte to which I re-embarked. 


The ſize of that city is not conſiderable, but 
the good ſtate of its walls announces a neat and 
comfortable place : its ſuburbs, by the river's 
fide, are very extenſive. To the north of the 
city is an inſulated rock, covered with very lofty 
trees, overſhadowing a temple, which at this 
diſtance makes a magnificent appearance, and 
ſeems to be very agreeably ſituated. It is ſeen 
from far, overlooking the city, 


At half paſt three, after leaving In-te-chen, we 
paſſed by the hamlet Mi- ou- mi- ſung, and at five 
o'clock were in front of a village called Y'ong- 
howcong, where there are ſeveral ſtreets conſiſting 
altogether of ſhops. filled with every kind of pro- 


viſions, 


Beyond Jute clien the bed of the river is en- 
tirely compoſed of large pebbles. It is very 
wide at Y'ong-hou-cong, but interſperſed with a 
variety of ſand-banks. Hence we have reaſon 
'0 believe that in the rainy ſeaſon, when it is ſtill 
ſrom fix to ten feet deep, as old marks indi- 
Vol. I. E. cate, 
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cate, the paſſage muſt: become extremely day- 
gerous, eſpecially in the rocky places, and in the 
narrow parts through which we paſſed the night 
before. | 


We ſct off a little after ſeven o'clock, the Am- 
baſſador having firſt diſpatched a faithful Chineſe 
to Canton, charged with letters for Batavia, 
which the Company's ſhips, when on their re- 
turn to Europe, were to deliver at North Iſland, 
in their way through the Straits of Sunda. 


Me have this day ſeen one of thoſe fiſhermen 
who neither make uſe of net nor line, but em- 
ploy birds trained and accuſtomed to purſue the 
fiſh under water. Theſe birds ſeize their prey 
and bring it to their maſter. Whenever it hap- 
pens that they ſwallow a ſmall fiſh or two, the 
fiſherman obliges them to reſtitution by preſſing 
their crop, and only gives them a few ſmall 
pieces for their nouriſhment. This ſingular 
mode of fiſhing is no ſmall proof of the induſtry 
of the Chineſe, eſpecially when it is known that 
the invention of it belongs to one of the lower 
claſſes of the nation. 


It was during the night that we paſſed by the 


famous rocks that encircle the temple dedicated 
3 —- 
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to the goddeſs Coun-yam: we had conſequently 
no opportunity of ſeeing it. 


27th. At eight o'clock in the morning we 
paſſed the hamlet Tein-v'ong-1ſauy-fau, where 
there is a military poſt. When we had ad- 
vanced thus far, we perceived behind us a great 
number of mountains of a ſingular form, many 
of which were entirely inſulated. We had alſo 
on each ſide of us a conſtant proſpett of a chain 
of mountains, ſituated at a diſtance, which pre- 
ſented them to us in a point of view truly pictu- 
reſque, and not to be ſurpaſſed by any thing of 
the ſame kind in any part of the world. 


Our voyage was made in the moſt rapid and 
haſty manner. It was impoſſible to behold 
without aſtoniſhment the indefatigable zeal 
which our ſailors manifeſted night and day, and 
almoſt without taking reſt, for its farther acce- 
leration. Three times in the four and twenty 
hours they make a mea], which laſts little more 
than a quarter of an hour, and get but very little 
lleep. They do their buſineſs nevertheleſs with 
vigour, and with a degree of gaiety which in 
other parts of the world is only to be met with 
upon parties of pleaſure. No being on earth is 
fitter than the Chineſe to endure fatigue, and to 

E 2 ſupport 
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ſupport a long continuance of labour. Provided 
care be taken to inſure him a ſufficient refection 
at ſtated periods, there is no doubt of his always 

finding new ſtrength for whatever laborious taſk 
he may be required to undertake. 


At halt paſt ten we reached Tan-ichi-ki, a 
handſome village ſtanding under the refreſhing 
ſhade of trees. Upon the oppoſite bank is an 
inſulated rock of which the eye is unable to 
meaſure the elevation, and which ftands cloſe to 
the water's fide, as if it had been cut perpendi- 
cularly through the middle. The river being 
very narrow at this part, veſſels paſs at a ſmall 
diſtance from the rock, and the traveller, while 
gazing on it, finds it difficult to ſubdue a ſenti- 
ment of ſomething like fear. At about three 
parts of the way up towards the ſummit is a 
large whitiſh ſpot, indicating a hollow, which 
looks as if produced by forcible means. The 
Chineſe ſay, that, at an epoch in their annals fo 
remote that all remembrance ef it is loſt, a great 
general, named F'ong-tſau, when going upon a 
military expedition ſhot at the rock, and that 
his arrow left this impreſſion upon its fide. 
Whatever be its origin, its form and colour are 
very remarkable. 


| | During 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—5. 33 


During this day's journey we had a freſh 
breeze from the ſouth, which enabled us to 
make uſe of our ſails, and favoured our progreſs. 
After dinner we paſſed by a large village called 
Por-ting-tan, alſo full of trees, the ſhade of which 
afforded it an agreeable protection from the ſun. 
About two o'clock we reached Ou-chac, another 
large village; and three quarters of an hour 
afterwards a town called Mong-/i-cheun, the re- 
ſidence of a little Mandarin. Oppoſite to this, 


on the other ſide of the river, is the hamlet called 
Cai-tan-ſan. 


Having here obſerved that the declivity of the 
mountain was covered with a regular plantation 
of a ſhrub, to which its white bloſſoms gave a 
beautiful appearance. I aſked what it was, and 
was told that it produces a nut from which the 
Chineſe extract the oil they burn in their lamps. 


At ſun-ſet we came to a part of the river 
where the current was ſo ſtrong that it was with 
the greateſt difficulty we were able to ſtem it. 
The place ſituated at this turn of the ſtream is 
called Teſie can tam. We ſtopped there an hour 
to refreſh ; and, having ſet off again at ſeven 


o'clock, continued our journey during the whole 
of the night. | 


E 3 28th. At 
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28th. At eight o'clock in the morning we 
paſſed by, the town Co- cou-un-imfau, where, upon 
the bank of the river, ſtands a great Imperial 
magazine of ſalt. The building is handſome, 
and even magnificent. A very large flight of 
ſtairs of hewn ſtone lead up to it from the 
water. 


Soon after we arrived at the city of (Aab 
tcheon:fou, to the ſouth-eaſt of which the river 
divides into two branches. The one that we 
followed runs to the north eaſt, while the other 
takes its courſe to the weſtward, after paſſing to 
the ſouth of the city. A bridge of boats has 
been conſtructed over this latter branch. 


Oppoſite the bifurcation of the river, and in 
the middle of its bed, is a ſmall elevated iſland, 
on which an hexagonal tower is built. An- 
other is ſeen on the ſummit of an exceeding 
high mountain on the weſtern ſide. 


We afterwards coaſted along the eaſtern fide 
of the city, in front of which were about two 
hundred ſoldiers drawn up under arms in a ſingle 
line in the following order: firſt, a body of 
archers, whoſe uniform was a white ſurtout 


turned up with red; ſecond, fuſileers with 
match-lock 
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match-lock muſkets, dreſſed in red faced with 
white ; third, gladiators carrying targets, wear- 
ing blue coats turned up with red. While the 
Ambaſiador and I were paſſing in our veſſels by 
the firſt part of theſe troops, they ſaluted us with 
three guns, and with three others when we ap- 
proached the farther extremity. At the place 


where we ſtopped a ſort of edifice with triumphal 


arches and a flight of ſteps had been ereQted on 
the banks of the river for our reception. 


Here we found ourſelves obliged to re- 
move to other veſſels, in order to go as far as 
Van-hiong-fou, the .river being no longer deep 
enough for the former ones. At ten o'clock the 
Ambaſſador, myſelf, and the reſt of his retinue, 
went on ſhore, and repaired to the place pre- 
pared for us, where the firſt Mandarin received 
us with the greateſt marks of diſtinction, and 
regaled us with tea. 


After having remained there a quarter of an 
hour we took leave of him and went on board of 


our new veſſels, to which our baggage had been 


conveyed while we were on ſhore. As. theſe 
veſſels were ſmaller by one half than thoſe we 
had quitted, the number of our flotilla was al- 
moſt doubled. 3s * 

E 4 The 
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The city of Chao-tcheon-fou is a little ſmaller 
than Canton; but it may boaſt of an imperial 
cuſtom-houſe, and of a garriſon of conſiderable 
ſtrength. The neceſſity of removing goods from 
great to ſmall veſſels, and from ſmall to great, 
according as they are to be conveyed up or down 
the ſtream, occurring at the place where the city 


is built, it is the centre of a great deal of move- 


ment, which gives it a yery lively appearance. 
At Chao-icheon-fou, as well as in the other cities 
of China, little is ſeen from without except the 
ramparts, the houſes being very low. The 
roofs of the temples and of the Mandarin's pa- 


laces alone overlook the walls. 


Chao-tcheon:fon is not of a regular form. Its 
rampart makes a curve to the eaſtward, and the 
city, when ſeen from the north, is of an oblong 
ſhape. At the north eaſt extremity is another 
great bridge of boats, near the cuſtom-houſe or 


reſidence of the Hou. ou. At the ſame part are 


very extenſive ſuburbs, ſituated without the ram- 
parts, where, on account of the nature of the 
river, .the houſes are almoſt all built upon piles, 
which gives theſe ſuburbs a very ſingular ap- 
pearance. At the place where the bridge of 
boats ends on the oppoſite bank are other 


ſuburbs of confiderable extent, and tolerably 


compact. 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—5. 57 


compact. The paſſage over the bridge is ſafe 
and much frequented. There are fixed hours 
of the day for opening it in order to give an iſſue 
to the veſſels that are gog up or down. During 
theſe intervals little boats ſupply the want of a 
bridge, and ſatisfy the impatience of thoſe who 
are deſirous of croſſing over to the other fide 
without delay. 


There ſtands alſo to the northward of the 
city, and at the extremity of a high mountain, a 
tower which looks very heavy, and appears to be 
conſtructed without taſte. It is octogonal, and- 
only three ſtories high. 


All our baggage being embarked, and each 
of us having taken the place aſſigned him, we 
ſet off at two o'clock. After half an hour's na- 
vigation we were obliged to ſtop again on ac- 
count of a want of hands to track our veſſels 
As all the other Samfanes experienced a like 
want; we were obliged to wait with pa- 
tience while the Mandarins were making a 
levy. But even thoſe means were little effi- 
cacious, becauſe the ſailors, upon receiving 
their hire, made off one after another ; ſo that in 

a few minutes, out of ten which I had for my 
| veſſel, no more than four remained. The reſt, 
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even while aiding in the navigation, leaped into 
little Sampanes, and in that manner made their 
eſcape. 


I was therefore obliged to give orders to caſt 
anchor on the other ſide of the bridge, which ! 


had already paſted, and to remain there till the 


Mandarin who commanded the rear guard came 


up. He joined me at halt paſt fix, and inſtantly 


did every thing in his power to procure me 
ſailors. I was, however, ſo long delayed, that 
it was feven o'clock before I was able to pro- 
ceed. All the other boats had got far a-head, 
but as they had ſtopped to take the evening 
repaſt, and had waited for me, I overtook them 
about nine. As ſoon as ſupper was over we ſet 
off anew. | 


29th. After having let our people reſt from mid- 
night to the dawn of day, we proceeded on our 
journey, being ſtill pulled on by tracking ropes. 
We were now, as it were, in a baſon, being ſur- 
rounded by lofty mountains, ſome of which were 
of a very extraordinary ſhape. At ſeven o'clock 
we paſſed the military poſt called Ying-faa-con-haa, 
built upon the ſummit of a rock about forty feet 
high, conſiſting of a ſingle block of ſtone. Near 
this rock the river branches off, having on the 

other 
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other ſide of the new branch a hamlet compoſed 
of a few houſes. 


The river, which was become ſerpentine, 
obliged us to go double the diſtance we effec- 
tively advanced; but a variety of proſpects 
ſerved to enliven our monotonous mode of tra- 
velling, and rendered the prolongation of our 
route leſs tireſome than it would otherwiſe have 


been. 


At nine o'clock we paſſed by Zun-chan-tone, 
and at eleven by the village P'-king-hou, which is 
ſufficiently large to be the reſidence of a little 
Mandarin, Between theſe two places the river 
makes an elbow, and in the ſpace of ſeventy- 


five feet falls fifteen inches, which coſt our track- | 


ers an infinite deal of exertion. 


At one o'clock we paſſed by a hamlet called 
Tjing-ſon-tſauy, compoſed of a ſmall number of 
houſes, and at half paſt three found ourſelves 
oppoſite Cay-long, which is, on the contrary, a 
place of great extent. Beyond that place the 
river winds ſo much, that it ſeemed to come 
towards us from the ſouth-ſouth-eaſt. 
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Proceeding on our journey at the break of day, 
we paſſed at half paſt ſeven by a village called 
Tjauy-han-tchun, which is of conſiderable magni. 
tude, and contains ſeveral handſome houſes. 
Here again we went a, great way round, the 
river taking a turn directly to the ſouth. At 
nine o'clock we paſſed by Man-gan-tchun, a place 
containing a vaſt number of houſes, a great 
many of which are Tpacious and well built. 
At half paſt nine we were off C/i-king-cong-hou, 
another conſiderable place, and a dependancy 
of the city Chi-hing-chen, which is ſituated a 
league and a half (fifteen Ii) from the banks of 
the river. A great many veſſels ſtop at Chi-hing- 
chen-hau, in order to embark ſuch goods as are 
going up and down the river, which from this 
place conſtantly diminiſhes in depth up to Nar- 
liong-fou. On this account a Mandarin has been 
ſtationed there for the maintenance of good 
order. We changed our ſailors, and remained 
there till half paſt twelve, when we continued 
our journey. 
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At two o'clock we were a- breaſt of a little 
habitation made by excavating a rock. The 
outſide has been walled up, ſpaces having been 
left for doors and windows. A little farther on 

; is 
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is the village Thin-tchip-ki, conſiſting of very well 
built houſes. 


A great many trees grow upon the neighbour- 
ing mountains, which pleaſed the eye. much 
more than the naked rocks we had hitherto met 
with. 


At half paſt three we arrived at Teba- tian, a 
large and handſome village, abounding in cattle. 
We dined there, and then continued our journey 
till midnight, when we ſtopped to take a few 
hours reſt. | 


December 1ſt, We ſet off again at the break 
of day, and proceeded till abreaſt of the great 
village V-'ong-t'haung-ſan, where there is a mi- 
litary poſt. Here I went on ſhore and took an 
hour's walk over cultivated fields, ſome of which 
were ſown with wheat. In the diſtance were 
three very | extenſive places, of which, from 
the houſes, I formed a favourable idea. At 
ſeven o'clock I returned to the veſſel, leaving, 
almoſt oppoſite to me, upon a branch of the 
river, a place called 7cheou-tſauy, which, from 
the number of houſes I perceived, I judged to 
be of conſiderable conſequence. In general the 

places that we had ſeen for the laſt three or 
= | four 
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four days gave an idea of greater importance 
than thoſe of the more ſouthern parts in which 
we had been travelling before. 


At eight o'clock we reached Lif-peing-!chur, 
another great village, well ſituated, and well 
built ; and three quarters of an hour afterwards 
we came to a pleaſant hamlet called La- 
zcheon-tchun. This hamlet is overſhadowed by 
pines and large bamboos, and derives a great 
appearance of magnitude from a number of ha- 
bitations ſtanding ſeparate from one another, 
and occupying a conſiderable extent of ground. 


Thon-cok, a large village, came in fight at half 
paſt ten. Soon after we came to Cou-/ok-hou, 
built upon the bank of the river, which is lofty 
and perpendicular, and lined with veſlels loading 
and unloading the merchandize that is removed 
out of one into another. 


At a quarter paſt eleven our eyes were again 
gratified by the ſight of Ngo-7chou-tau-tchun, 2 
place well ſituated, where a number of trees 
and conſiderable buildings compoſed a delight- 
tul whole. | 


. The 
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The depth of the river now diminiſhed every 
inftant, ſo that our veſſels, which hardly draw 
more than a foot water, frequently touched 
ground. At one o'clock we came to 1/au-yen- 
thong, alſo a place of tolerable magnitude, 
whence we diſcovered the mountains which are 
fituated behind Nam-hiong-fou, and a- breaſt of 
which we were to paſs. 


At three o'clock we were off Pak-eng- 
tſauy-thong, a pretty large village of decent 
appearance. I ſtopped ſoon after we had 
paſſed it to dine and wait for the veſſels that 
lagged behind. In the mean time I took a 
walk on ſhore to a village at a quarter of a 
league's diſtance from the river, over which 
great bamboos threw a refreſhing ſhade. The 
houſes ſtand detached from each other, and are 
conſtructed with a good deal of taſte. All the 
inhabitants were gone to work in the fields, 
leaving the village to the care of a few old 
women, and of ſuch of the children as had al- 
ready attained the age of reaſon. 


The Ambaſſador's veſſel did not overtake us 
till eight o'clock. We then ſupped and ſet off 
again at half paſt nine. The number of ſand- 
banks in the river not permitting us to advance 


far 
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far during the night, we were obliged to ſtop, 
after having paſſed a great village called Say. 
kong thong. 


2d. The day was beginning to dawn when 
our track ing rope was ſtretched anew. In a few 
moments we found ourſelves oppoſite the ruins 
of a tower, of which five ſtories ſtill remained, 
After many efforts, occaſioned by the ſhallow- 
neſs of the river and the number of ſand banks, 
we at laſt arrived, at cight o'clock, abreaſt of the 
city of Nan-hiong-fou, which is a conſiderable 
place, and makes a very handſome appearance. 
The garriſon was drawn up under arms upen the 
bank of the river, and the Ambaſſador was ſa- 
luted with three guns, as he had been at all the 
military poſts on the way from Chao-tcheou-for. 
His Excellency, upon landing with his retinue, 
was received by the firſt Mandarin of the city in 
a large and handſome edifice, built on purpoſe 
for the reception of the grandees of the Chineſe 
empire when travelling through the country. 


Every thing having been prepared that was 
neceſſary for the continuance of our journey 
over the mountains Moi/ing-chan, we took leave 
of the Mandarin, who treated us on our dc- 
parture with a diſh of tea, We then got into 

our 
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our palanquins, and ſet off at a quarter paſt 
ten, 


In theſe vehicles we paſſed through AG 
ſtreets in Nan-hiong-fou. They are not wide, but 


the pavement is pretty good. As all the houſes 
are ſhops, we may naturally conclude that it is a 
very commercial city. I remarked in the ſtreets 


ſeveral exceedingly ancient triumphal arches built 


of ſtone, and called in China Pay-fong. 


On leaving the city we met with two other 


triumphal arches, between which the ſoldiers 


were drawn up in two lines, and at each ex- 
tremity of thoſe lines the Ambaſſador was again 
faluted with three guns. We came afterwards 
to a large plain, where moſt of us got out of our 
palanquins, rather chuſing to walk on foot for a 
couple of hours, as the road was excellent, and 
the country afforded us a moſt delighttul proſ- 
pect. We were, however, only ſurrounded by 
helds, which, owing to the ſeaſon, were en- 
tirely naked, 


We next paſſed by Pau-tching-un, an extenſive 
place, which might even paſs for a little city, 
and which contains a great number of houſes. 
Thence we ſucceſſively came to two vil 
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lages called Cong-lau-thoug and Sag-cheuye-thoug, 


in our way to Dongſam- thong, where we ſtopped 
and dined. 


Athalf after four we continued our journey, and, 
at a great diſtance from our point of departure, 
paſſed by the city of Moi/ing-chun, whence we 
proceeded to the foot of the mountain. 


- 


The road by which that mountain is croſſed 
is entirely paved with hewn ſtones, as is alſo 
the whole of the highway between the two cities 
of Nan-hiong-fou and Nan-ngan-fou, in order to fa- 
cilitate the conſtant conveyance of goods which 
is going on between them without intermiſſion 
during the whole year. The road over the 
mountain is carried through an interval between 


two ridges, and every now and then forms an 


angle, zig-zag cuts having been made on purpoſe 


do take off from the ſteepneſs of the aſcent. 


At half paſt five we reached the higheſt point 
of the gorge of the mountain, where, at a ſmall 
diſtance from the road, is a temple ſurrounded 
by rocks, while other rocks ſerve it as a founda- 
tion. This temple is dedicated to the great 
philoſopher Kong-fou-rſe or Confucius. We 
made a halt there with the intention of exa- 

2 mining 
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mining it; but were only able to take a rapid 
glance, becauſe it was too late for us completely 
to ſatisfy our deſire. 


After proceeding a very ſmall diſtance beyond 
this monument, we came to the gate that marks 
the diviſion of the provinces of Quang-tong, and 
Kiang:fi, It is built in an interval between the 
rocks, where there is alſo a military poſt, with a 
ſtrong garriſon, to obſerve what is ** on the 
Canton ſide. 


Scarcely had we quitted this gate, when we 
were moſt agreeably ſurpriſed firſt by perceiving 
the magnificent ſpectacle of the vaſt plain that 
begins at the foot of the mountain we were 
about to deſcend; and then by our prodigious 
elevation above it. The road in ſome places 
inclines no leſs than forty-five degrees, and runs 
. along the edge of a precipice, deſcending per- 
pendicularly into an unfathomable abyſs full of 
ſharp- pointed rocks, 


In order that we might paſs along this road 
without accident, the officer of the guard mani- 
feſted his kind attention by giving the Ambaſ- 
lador's palanquin and mine an eſcort of ſoldiers, 
eight of whom went by the fide of each of us, to 
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410 and aſſiſt the Corlis i in caſe of their ſtumbling 
in ſo difficult a paſs. The other perſons at- 
tached to the Embaſſy deſcended the mountain 
.on horſeback,. and conſequently out-travelled us 
a good deal. Environed by precautions, we ar- 
rived both ſpeedily and happily at the foot of 
the mountain, where torches were lighted on 
account of the night, which began already to 
ſteal the ſurrounding objects from our ſight. By 
the affiſtance of their light we continued our 
journey, paſſing through ſeveral villages or ham- 
lets in the plain, till at eight o'clock we were 
carried outſide of the ramparts, as far as the 
northern ſuburbs of Non gau. Fou. 


The hotel prepared for us ſtands by the ſide of 
that of the Hou-por, at a ſinall diſtance from the 
place, where it is cuſtomary to alight. It is« 
houſe of tolerable appearance. We reſted there 
in the beſt way we were able, but not without 
feeling the want of our beds. - Our baggage was 
ſo tardily conveyed by the Coulis, that it was not 
till nine o'clock of the following morning that 


the whole. was got together. 


As every thing ſent from the other provinces 
to Quang-tong, and from Quang. tong to the other 


provinces, paſſes this way, and is conveyed. by 
4 | means 
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means of Coulis, a great number of them are 
conſtantly upon the road, tranſporting cheſts of 
tea, porcelain, raw filk, pieces. of nam-king, 
tobacco, oil, and other merchandize, from Nan- 
dong fon to Nan-ngan-fou, and from Nan-ngan-fou 
to Nan-hiong-fou. To preſerve theſe commodi- 
ties from the accidents they might meet with, 
and from the damage the rain might do to 
ſome of them, very large huts and ſheds to ſhelter 
them have been erected at convenient diſtances, 
Innumerable inns or public houſes for travellers, 
and Coulis are alſo to be met with all along the 
road, except in the ſteep declivities of the moun- 
tains. Every one is ſure of finding there a repaſt 


to his taſte, and the means of guarding againft 


that want of aliment which the Chineſe are 
perhaps as little able to endure as any other na- 
tion whatever. 


3d. At an early hour of the morning of De- 
cember the 3d, I went to inſpect the veſſels deſ- 
tined for our conveyance. I found them very 
clean, and toleraby well fitted up Caſting my 
eves from the banks of the river over the whole 
length of the ſuburbs, I judged them to be of 
conſiderable extent, and was by no means dif- 
pleaſed with their appearance. Our boats were 
oppolite the ſtairs of the cuſtom-houſe, which 
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is an edifice of magnificent appearance, and hay 


a ſpacious ſquare in front of it, paved with 


pebbles like thoſe of Europe. The ſtreets are 
paved in the ſame manner. The place of reſi. 
dence, or palace of the Hou-pou, which appears 
ſolidly built, and is ſurrounded with a handſome 
wall, being ſituated, as well as the ſquare, upon 
the bank of the river, preſents a very noble 
object to the eye. 


Near to the cuſtom-houſe, and to the north- 
ward, is a mountain of conſiderable elevation, 
with a heavy tower, fix ſtories high, on its 
ſummit. The form of the tower is that of a 
truncated cone, the ſection being made in ſuch a 
way, that when ſeen from below the tower 
appears to hang over to one ſide. On the other 
ſide of the river, facing the mountain, is another, 
the top of which alſo ſupports a tower, This is 


alſo of ſeven ſtories, and is of a form more agree- 


able, and more conſonant with the prevailing 


taſte of Chineſe architecture. 


All our trunks and baggage being at length 
arrived at Nan-ngan-fou, they were immediately 
put on board our boats, and as this was not ac- 
compliſhed till the afternoon, we dined again at 
our lodgings. Every thing being at laſt arranged, 

| | our 
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our third conductor called for us at a quarter 
paſt five, and accompanied his Excellency to his 
Samſiane, whither our firſt conductor alſo came to 
pay him a viſit. 


We quitted the banks of the river, favoured by 
a current which drove us on with great rapidity, 


and continued our journey all the night, guided 


by the propitious beams of the moon. 


] was ſoon convinced that it is often more 
diſadvantageous to go with the ſtream than to 
contend againſt it, becauſe in the former caſe it 
is difficult to prevent the Sempanes from driving 
upon the rocks, which ſometimes. occaſions a 
great deal of damage, particularly when the 
rainy ſeaſon, by ſwelling the rivers, renders their 
courſe both more rapid and more dangerous. 


th. At a quarter paſt ſeven in the morning 
we paſſed a place ſituated on the banks of the 
river, and of pleaſing appearance, called Sau- 
chan-tong, At nine o'clock, or thereabout, we 
were near a large tower of ſeven ſtories erected 
on the ſummit of a lofty mountain, 


The land, contiguous to the two banks of the 
river, was planted with ſugar-canes and tobacco, 
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which grows here with great luxuriancy, though 


it does not abound ſo much as the ſugar-cane, 


I obſerved at this place ſeveral mills which 
raiſe the water of the river above the banks, 
whence it runs into reſervoirs, to be afterwards 
diffuſed, by means of canals and aquedudts, over 
the fields that require irrigation. 


Theſe mills are of ſimple conſtruction, and 
entirely compoſed of an aſſemblage of thin bam- 
boos, except the axle-tree of the wheel, which 


is of timber. In no part is the ſmalleſt piece of 


Iron or any other metal employed. The whole 


machine, as well as I was able to judge, is from 


eighteen to twenty-eight feet diameter. It is 


compoſed of two wheels, which have a common 


axis, and of which the ſpokes, inſerted obliquely 
into the naves, croſs each other at two-thirds of 
their length; ſo that the two wheels are con- 
netted by the ſpokes, and by a concentric circle 
or ring applied equally to each in order to keep 
them together. The extremities of the bamboos, 


which form the ſpokes, are alſo confined by a 


double rim put on each fide of the ring or band 
by which the two wheels are united. Theſe 


wheels have from forty to forty-eight ſpokes. 


To 
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To move the wheel, ſome flat bamboos, ſo cut 


as to reſemble a board, and from ten to twelve 
inches wide, are placed externally at every fourth 
ſpoke on each fide of the wheel, and between the 
two parts of the double rim which confines the 
ſpokes. It is againſt theſe bamboos that the cur- 
rent acts, while at the ſame points, that is to ſay, 
at every fourth ſpoke, but upon the band or ring 
that unites the two wheels of which the great 
wheel is compoſed, are tied thick and hollow joints 
of bamboo, which fill with water when the mo- 
tion of the wheel plunges them into the ſtream. 
Theſe joints of bamboo make, with the line 
deſcribed by the convexity or per phery of the 


wheel, an angle, which, as well as the length of 


the joint itſelf, is ſo calculated, that when the 
rotation of the wheel that has firſt raiſed them gives 
them an inclination downwards, they pour into 
the veſſel deſtined to receive it the water which 
they have taken up from the river, and which an 


aqueduct afterwards conveys to the place where 


it is wanted. 


Such a mill, when once ſet up, works conti- 
nually night and day, until ſome accident ob- 
ltructs its progreſs, 


„ 


* 


2 . 8 A a rr 


, * \ 


4 - VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 


Toincreaſe the velocity of the ſtream ſeparations 
are made in the river in the ſhape of a weel, or 
bownet (naſſes) ſo diſpoſed that they form a channel 
or water-courle in the direction of the wheel. By 
means of this channel, the water when it ap- 
proaches the wheel is a foot and even more 
above the level of the river, the conſequence of 
which 1s a fall that increaſes the momentum of 


the fluid upon the flat bamboos, or ladle- boards 


of the wheel, to which they give greater rapidity 
of motion, But for this caufe of acceleration 


the wheel would bring the joints full of water 


but flowly upwards, eſpecially as they have no- 
thing to counterbalance their weight on the 
other fide, 


By this contrivance the mill anſwers the in- 
tended purpoſe as completely as the moſt com- 
plicated European machine could do; and I will 
anſwer for it that in China it does not occafion 
an expence of ten dollars. It ſeems to me that 
the mere putting together of the pieces of which 
it is compoſed, is a new proof of the induſtry 
and intelligence of the Chineſe. | 


Their chain-pumps are alſo a teſtimony of it. 
They uſe them in order to raiſe great quantities 
of water to the height of ten or twelve feet. A 

| ſingle 
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ſingle man works this machine, and even carries 
it wherever it is wanted, as I have had occaſion 
to remark ſeveral times in the province of Quang- 
tong, near Yampou. I have introduced the uſe 
of them into the United States of America, where 
they are of great utility in rivers, in conſequence 
of the little labour they require, 


At three quarters after nine we paſſed a 


hamlet called O-k:en-thang, and at a quarter paſt 
eleven, Hin- lu-thong, a conſiderable place, ſitu- 
ated on the bank of the river. Here alſo we 
ſaw a number of ſugar-mills, the whole country 


in a manner being planted with the reed that 


produces that ſubſtance. A ſingle object diver- 
ſited the proſpect, and that was an orchard ; 
but it had already aſſumed the garb of winter. 


It was half paſt twelve when we arrived 
between the two parts of a. very large village, 
called Can-tchay-thong, fituated on both banks of 
the river. We afterwards paſſed by ſeveral 
hamlets, and at two o'clock came a-breaſt of the 
city of Nan-hang-chen, where I ſtopped to wait 
for the reſt of the flotilla, of which my Samfrane 
had taken the lead, | 


J availed 
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I availed myſelf of this opportunity to go and 
ſee a handſome. temple dedicated to the philo- 
ſopher Kong-fou-tſe (Confucius), which was op- 
polite the point where we ſtopped, and at a finall 
diſtance from the city. This temple is fpacious, 
and kept in very good order. The hall or prin- 
cipal apartment where the Chap of the philo- 
fopher is expoſed to view (for there is no image 
to repreſent him) is ſurmounted by a noble oQla- 
gonal dome, ſuch as I had never before remarked 
in any other pagoda. The cupola of the dome 
is covered with gilding and paintings; and the 
diviſions of the border which correſpond with 
the eight walls or ſides of the octagon, hear the 
following infcriptions, acknowledged to be the 
moſt ancient of any of which the memory is pre- 
ſerved in China, 


_—_— ww — wu — nMm_— — ↄ˙ O —AW— ͤ wwwow_ 
— ww cw ᷓß— — — ow an ww — — —— woos 


Theſe characters are written in gold upon 2 
red varniſhed ground. | 


Why the place of theſe characters is filled up wich blanks 
in the French original does not appear. J. 


In 
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In another apartment, adjoining to the foriner. 
counted ſixty two tablets, or ſmall pieces of 
board, placed upon little pedeftals, and inſcribed 
with letters of gold. I was told that theſe were 
the names of the moſt celebrated diſciples of 
Confucius. £50 


The pagoda was ſoon filled with Chineſe, at- 
tracted by the deſire of ſeeing an European. 
This ſurprifing concourfe of people hindered me 


both from examining the pagoda as much as 1 


could have wiſhed, and from going to the city as 
I ſhould have defired. I ſhould have been glad to 
take a walk there, becauſe it appeared a place 
of conſiderable magnitude, and becaufe, as far 
as I could judge from the roofs that over-topped 
the wall, it muſt have contained a great number 
of elegant buildings. 


At fix o'clock I was overtaken by the reſt of 
the Embaſſy. As ſoon as all our veflels were 
come up we dined, and at ſeven proceeded on 
our journey. 


The veſſels of our principal conductor having 
been driven upon the rocks the preceding night, 
[ paid him a ſhort vifit to enquire after his health. 


I found that, luckily, none of his baggage had 
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even been wet; and left him, after congratulat- 
ing him on his eſcape, and expreſſing my wiſh 
that the remainder of his journey might prove 

more fortunate. | 


I have only to add, concerning Nan-hang-cher, 
that there is another place on the other ſide of 
the river, oppoſite the ſpot it occupies; as alſo 
a tower which ſtands upon a mountain, and of 
which five ſtories ſtill exiſts. Above Nan-hang- 
chen itſelf, I perceived another tower, of which 
the top was likewiſe gone; and which, as well 
as the other, ſtands upon a mountain. 


This evening, at three quarters paſt ſeven, we 
paſſed by a handſome Pagoda erected at the 
point of an angle which the river makes at this 
part. It is called Tchip-coun-thaug. With this 
point, the tower I had already remarked above 
the city exactly correſponds. It is ſeven ſtories 
high without a ſpirg. Soon after the country 
ceaſed to be mountainous, and we paſſed along 
a plain where we ſeldom met with a hill, the 
few that we did being at great diſtances from 
one another. 


sth. This morning, at half paſt ſix, we paſſed 
by the mouth ef a river coming from the weſt- 
| ward, 
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ward. Very near its embouchure are two villages 
facing each other: one called Thaan-han-thong ; 
the other, Sam-con-han-thong. At a ſmall diſtance 
farther on is Kian-ngau-thouy, a hamlet. During 
the whole morning, every moment preſented to 


our view a hamlet, a village, a ſugar-mill, a brick - 


kiln, or ſome analagous eſtabliſhment, which 
were ſo many proofs of the country being at once 
populous, and well cultivated. At eleven o'clock, 
a tower, ſeven ſtories high without a top, ſtood 
in a lateral direction in regard to us, and at half 
paſt eleven Yen-cok-1chun, a very large place 
ſituated on the banks of the river, attracted our 
attention. The crowds continually paſſing back- 
ward and forward beſpoke a buſy place, and the 
veſſels, ranged in great numbers along the banks 
of the river, gave an idea of great commercial 


activity. 


At one o'clock we came to the city of Kau- 
icheou-fou, where we made a pauſe. Spectators 
came crowding by thouſands to ſatisfy their cu- 


rioſity, and to get a fight of the Europeans. Any 


one would have ſuppoſed that they meant to at- 
tack our veſſels. As this concourſe of people 
became troubleſome, and as we found nothing 


there that compenſated for our diſagreeable ſitu- 


ation, we left the place at three o'clock, with a 
determination 
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determination of not dining till we had got a 
little further on our road, 


The city of Kan-tcheou-fou is of conſiderable 
magnitude, and is ſurrounded with walls in good 
repair. The ſuburbs alſo make a reſpectable ap- 
pearance. If a judgment could be formed by 
the number of veſſels ranged along the quays, it 
muſt be the ſeat of conſiderable commerce. On 
the other bank of the river, oppoſite the town, 
is a place of moderate extent, with a great num- 
ber of very well-built houſes. 


In the city of Kan-icheon-fou, we obſerved a 
tower of which cight ſtories may be counted; 
and perceived another of nine upon a hill by 
the river's fide, about half an hour's walk to 
the left of the city. The top of the latter is en- 
tirely covered with ſhrubs, which is common 
cnough with thoſe that are overgrown from top 
to bottom with mofs and bruſh-wood. This, 
however, has none but upon its upper ſurface. 
It is hexagonal, 


We were a- breaſt of the great village of 7ch- 
tam-thong at five o'clock. It contains a Pagoda 
dedicated to Saint Tay-houong, protector of the 
dangerous pals of Thin-tſou-thagn. The Manda- 


rins, 


( 
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rins and all the Chineſe of our party went thi- 
ther to ſupplicate the Saint to be propitious to 
our journey, as we expected to be in the midſt 
of that formidable paſſage on the following day. 


After having dined at Tay-houvong our fiſt. 


conductor intimated to us, that on account of the 
dangers to be apprehended from the rocks among 
which we were to navigate, we ſhould not pro- 
ceed, during the preſent night, beyond a point 
at a very little diſtance, where we were to wait 
for day-light. We were accordingly only halt 
an hour in reaching the appointed place, and 
found there all the Mandarins who had ſet off 


before us. 


We perceived in the evening that we were 
approximating the high mountains. 


6th. At the break of day, the Mandarin gave 
the ſignal of departure, and all our veſſels imme- 
diately got under way. At ſeven o'clock we were 
at the entrance of the dreadful paſſage of Thin- 
/ou-thaan, which really deſerves the epithet in 
the winter ſeaſon, fince the whole bed of the 
river is full of ſharp rocks, the points of which 
are from two feet and a half to three feet above 
the ſurface, leaving a ſingle narrow channel be- 
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tween them. The nature of the river remains 
the ſame throughout the whole paſlage, which 
it requires two hours to clear when going with 
the ſtream. Thanks to the favourable weather, 
to the moderate height of the water, and to the 
light of day, we did not run the ſmalleſt riſk; 
but when the river is ſwelled by the rains, which 
raiſe it three or four feet higher, it acquires a ra- 
pidity that renders the boats unmanageable, and 
the paſſage extremely perilous. This is but too 
well proved by the number of veſſels that are loſt 
there every year. 


As ſoon as we had cleared it, we had on ei- 


ther hand high mountains covered with trees, 
and ſcattered over with hamlets, and a great 
many country houſes. Some of theſe mountains 
were clad, to their very ſummits, with the little 
ſhrub producing oil, of which I have already 
ſpoken, and which, being at this ſeaſon of the 


year entirely covered with bloſſoms, preſented a 


very agreeable object to the eye. 


At nine o'clock we had reached Tay-Houong, 
a large place ſeated at the confluence of a branch 
of the river that runs to the eaſtward; and half 
an hour afterwards Tong-ping, a large place, and 
well ſituated, becauſe it is at the point of the 
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iſland of Tong-fing-tcheou. That iſland is of con- 
ſiderable extent, and owes its exiſtence to a 
branch that detaches itſelf from the river, as if 
on purpoſe to form it, and afterwards falls into 1 
the river again. Ihe entrance of this branch is = 
guarded by rocks, which deny acceſs to all ſorts 
of veſſels. | 


At ten o'clock we paſſed a great hamlet to the 
eaſtward of the river called Yau-tſau-thaam, and 
half an hour afterwards the military poſt Liong- 
fon, and the village of the ſame name, which is 


alſo a large place, but ſituated upon the weſtern 
bank. 
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Although the river is eaſily navigable in this 
part, it is nevertheleſs encumbered here and 
there with rocks, which riſe a lictle above the 
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ſurface of the water; but at a quarter paſt eleven | | 
we came to a place entirely full of large ſtones. | 
To the weſtward was Thou tſan-nin, a pretty place | { 4 
of conſiderable ſize, and full of large trees; and 1 | 
oppoſite to it, on the eaſtern ſide, was Ta- | 1 
{ſau-than, a place of ſome magnitude alſo. For 4 
more than half an hour, the river was never free i 
from rocks. | 1 
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At a quarter paſt twelve we came to Huang. 
long teen, where we remarked a number of 
handſome houſes overſhadowed by fine trees, as 
we did alſo in the village looking towards i it from 

de eaſtward. 


1 general, all this part of the Chineſe Empire 
is very populous, the whole country being co- 
vered, with habitations. 


Bow-ſok-thong was cloſe to us at two o'clock. 
It is a large place upon the eaſtern fide of the 
tiver. A fluice divides it into two parts, and a 
bridge, laid over three piers, affords a paſſage | 
from one ſide of the ſluice to the other. It is the 
northern part that contains the beſt edifices. 
The river began again to exhibit rocks and 
ſhoals. 


At three quarters paſt two we came to a pa- 
goda, which is the ſecond dedicated to Saint ſay- 
houonug, whom I have already mentioned as the | 
guardian of the difficult paſſage in the river. Ihe 
pilots of our Sampanes did not fail to do homage 
to him by ſtriking upon the gongom. They allo 
burned paper in hong of him, and addreſſed to 
him their thankſgivings for the protection he bad 
afforded us in ſo dangerous a paſs. 


After 
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Aſter having paſſed ſeveral villages and ham- 
lets which ſkirt the river on both fides, and of 
which I was not able to learn the names, we 
arrived at fix o'clock at the city of Vanngan- chen, 
where we remained till three quarters paſt ſeven, 
taking in proviſions for the following day. This 
city appears by its ramparts, which were all we. 
could ſee of it, to be of conſiderable fize. Every 
thing was prepared to give us àa welcome; and 


the Ambaſſador was received with a ſalute of 


three guns. After dinner we proceeded on our 


] now obſerved that the mountains had aban- 
doned us, and that the eye could reach, without 
obſtacle, on either ſide to a very diſtant horizon. 
We this day travelled a hundred and thirty i, 
(thirteen leagues). 


7th. During the preceding night, the weather 
was rainy with a foutherly wind, which pre- 
vented us from mak ing any obſervations. 


This morning we were ſtill ſurrounded by a 
plain. At half paſt eight we came to Tay-ho-chen, 
2 City ſituated in the plain to the weſtward, at a 
e /i's diſtance from the bank of the river. 
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river, and ſituated at the beginning and foot of a 


From the point of fight whence we perceived 
it, its appearance was very agrecable; and we 
were able to diſtinguiſh ſeveral edifices, among 


which was a tower fix ſtories high. The com- 


puted diſtance from Yan-ngan-chen to Tay-ho-chev 
is nine leagues (ninety i). An hour and a half 


elapſed while we were waiting for proviſions, 


and for the Mandarins, our conductors, after 
which we continued our journey. At half paſt 
ten we paſſed a handſome octogonal tower of 
eight ſtories, in very good preſervation, and ſitu- 
ated on the weſtern bank upon the top of a high 
hill, where it occupies a conſiderable ſpace. 


Beyond this tower is the village of Ki-thay-ong. 


At eleven o'clock we came to Un-tou-thong, ano- 
ther village upon the weſtern bank, interſperſed 
with trees, and of ſome extent. 

At half b twelve we paſſed a hamlet called 
Thim-tchin-paa. Shortly after the weſtern bank 
of the river became mountainous and rocky, 
and continued fo till we were a little - beyond 
Faa-chac-thong, which we reached at three o'clock. 
The country then reſumed a level ſurface. 


At half paſt four we arrived a-breaſt of Tell. 


ca-tou, built to the eaſtward along the bank of the 


mountain. 


mountain. A great number of houſes compoſe 
this place, and indicate its importance, as do alſo 
a multitude of boats. On the other bank is a 
place of the ſame name, embelliſhed with hand- 
ſome ſtone houſes, and not appearing to yield in 
extent to the former. The river, which for about 
two hours had run in a right line to the north-eaſt, 


then took a north-weſterly direction, and kept it 


at leaſt an hour. 


At five o'clock we came to a ſmall, but neat 
hamlet. It was ſituated to the eaſtward of us, 
ſurrounded with trees, and built of ſtone. Half 
an hour after Peng- lau- ſau, a large and ſhady 
place, attracted our attention. The plains, in- 
terſperſed with trees, began again to appear. 
This evening the city of K-ngan-fou was our aſy- 
lum; we ſupped there; a falute was fired in 
honour of the Ambaſſador; and a great move- 


ment among the people, and a general illumina- 


tion, ſignalized our preſence. Notwithſtanding 
this, we could diſcern nothing of the city, except 
the great length it occupies upon the bank of the 
river, and ſome hundreds of boats ranged along 
that ſpace. We took proviſions on board, and 
ſet off again at ten o'clock. 
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Between yeſterday evening and this. we went 
a hundred and eighty i (eighteen leagues); for 
that is the computed diſtance between Tay Ae. 


cen and Ki-ngan-fou. 


Me navigated during the whole night, paſting 
about twelve o'clock by the city of Ki-chanye-chen, 
without perceiving any thing of it. 


sth. This morning, at eight o'clock, we came 
to the village of Tong con-houang, thickly planted 
with trees, and ſituated at ninety ii {nine leagues) 


from Ki-ngan-fou ; an interval during which the 
darkneſs of the night prevented us from ſeeing a 
number of places. The river was become wider; 


and was ſkirted on either hand with plains till 
eight o'clock, when the mountains again ap- 
proached us. At nine o'clock La-ou-cat-chang 
preſented itſelf, as did, half an hour after, the 
village of Tchu-pan-thong divided into four quar- 
ters, all in the plain. It was to the eaſtward of 
us, embelliſhed with handſome houſes, and over- 
ſhadowed with trees. A quarter of a league 
further on our way, the weſtern bank offered to 
our eyes Tchu-ki-tchun, in a line with which, and 
alſo on the weſtern fide, is an hexagonal tower, 
whoſe nine ſtories gain an additional elevation 
from the height of the hill it ſtands upon. Its top 


no 
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no longer exiſts, and it ſeems to have been ſtruck 
by thunder, ſince it is not eaſy to attribute to any 
other cauſe a number of holes in the ſtones, which 
in two places deſcend in a right line from top to 
bottom. Here on both ſides of the river ſteep 
mountains ſhow themſelves entirely bare of 
trees. ff 


At three quarters paſt ten, we were a-breaſt 
of the city of Kza-kiang-chen, where we were all 
to wait and take in proviſions. Our Mandarins, 
having alſo ſome buſineſs to tranſact at that place, 
_ detained us there till it was paſt three o'clock. 


This city is ſmall, but the rampart, or wall 


that ſurrounds it, is of confiderable extent. It 
even paſſes over the ſummit of two high hills, at 
the foot of which the houſes are built. 


Beyond K7a-kiang-chen, the country is again 
flat to a great diſtance from the river; and around 
the city are a number of country-houſes, en- 
 - Circled and ſhaded by beautiful trees. This land- 
ſcape is repeated on the eaſtern ſide of the river. 


At five o'clock we paſſed Ouan-ho-onang to the 
weſtward of the river, an extenſive and well. 
built place, If the fields reſemble the banks of 


the 
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the river, the whole of this country muſt be cx- 
ceedingly fertile in wheat and other grain, the 
ſoil being of a rich and marley nature. The 
houſes we faw there gave us a very favourable 
idea of the proſperity of the inhabitants. 


At nine in the evening, we came near the city 
of Sin-ta-chen to the eaſtward of the river; but as 
there was no landing on that ſide on account of 
the ſhallowneſs of the water, tents, and tri- 
umphal arches were erected on the weſtern bank, 
and every thing prepared for our reception. The 
ſame motive had conducted thither all the Man- 
darins of the city, who came to pay us their 
compliments. We took on board proviſions at 


- this place, and after about an hour's ſtay ſet off 


again, continuing our journey during the whole 
of the night, without ſeeing a mountain, We 
were going almoſt in a right line to the north- 
_ eaſt, with a conſiderable increaſe in the width of 


the river, 


1 This morning, at five o'clock, we ar- 
rived a-breaſt of Tchong-ek, and ſtaid there about 
an hour. Although Trhong-ek is not conſidered 
as a City, it has all the appearance of one, occu- 
pying eight hundred toiſes along the bank of the 
river. On the fide next the water, which 1s 

| crowded 
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crowded with veſſels, is a wall of ſtone, run up 


to a great height, and kept in excellent repair, 


We perceived there ſeveral temples alſo, and 
other edifices of tolerable appearance. Tchong-ek, 


on the eaſtern bank of the river, is ſixty / diſtant 


from the city of Six-tu-chen, (fix leagues). 

At eight o'clock we reached Vong. Hi. iſau ſitu- 
ated exactly at the point made by the two 
branches of the river; its elegant houſes, and 


fine trees, give it a pleaſing appearance. As 


the eye cannot diſcover any thing like a hill, it 
appears as if the whole country had been pur- 
poſely levelled. The landſcape ſeemed alſo to 
ſay that the country is rich and fertile, ſince all 
the fields were ſown with different kinds of grain, 
while on every ſide were ſeen hamlets and vil- 
lages, interſperſed with trees, the houſes being 
for the moſt part of ſtone, and their appearance 
ſuch as to attract the attention of the traveller. 


I can venture to ſay, that in all the ſpace my 
eyes could reach in every direction, there was 
not a ſingle unpleaſant point of view. On either 
bank of the river I could count a dozen hamlets, 
or villages, preſenting themſelves at. the ſame 
moment to the eye. Externally every thing wore 
the appearance of proſperity and happineſs. 

At 
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At nine o'clock we were a-breaſt 4 a village 
called Tian t/en-cai thong, and three quarters of an 
hour afterwards that of V ong-guan. ſan, both caſt 
ef the river. The latter is extenſive, and planted 
with trees. At eleven o'clock we reached the 
city of Tang ching chen, ſituated alſo to the eaſt- 
ward, but not equal in appearance to Tchong-ek, 
which we had ſcen in the morning. Like that 


place, Tong-ching-chen has a wall of hewn ſtone 
along - ſide of the river; but ſeveral portions of it 


no- longer exift. From the water-fide, nothing 
is to be ſcen but houſes ſtinding out of the city, 
and having little to recommend them to the eye. 
We remained there till half paſt twelve, when 
we fet off again, reckoning that we had ſtill a 
hundred and twenty Ii (twelve leagues) to travel 
before we could reach Nami lang. fou, the capital 
of the province of Kianz-f. Thence we were to 
proceed to Pe- king by land in eight and twenty 
days, according to the calculation of our firft 
Mandarin, the remaining diſtance being ſtill three 
hundred and twenty leagues three thouſand two 


hundred Z). 


At half paſt one we paſſed cloſe by Long-than- 
chan, a convent built upon a rock, both fides of 
which are waſhed by the river, becauſe it ſtands 


m the middle of the ſtream. The temple belong- 
mg 
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ing to the convent is dedicated to Saint Samquas. 
It ſtands entirely emboſomed in lofty trees. To 
the eaſtward, and oppoſite the convent, is a large 
village, where there are alſo a great number of 
trees. On the eaſtern fide alſo is Tay cong-lau- 
fong, where we arrived at three o'clock. Several 
hamlets ſucceeded, and laſt of all the village of 
 Tehn-tſa:than, a tolerably large place. 


roth. At two in the morning we reached 
Tja-tfn-ſe, ſtanding on the weſtern bank op- 
polite Nan-tchang-fou. Here our journey by 
water terminated ; and here all our trunks and 
baggage were debarked, in order to their 
being conveyed over land, When the day 
broke we ſaw the city ſtanding on the other 
bank. It had the appearance of a very ex- 
tenfive place, and ſeemed to contain a great 
number of houſes, beſides temples and other im- 
portant edifices. In the midſt of the river is a 
bank or iſland of ſand of conſiderable magni- 
tude, but entirely uncultivated. 


At eight o'clock all the perſons of the Embaſſy 
quitted their Sampanes, and went on ſhore. We 
were then carried to the hotel of a great Man- 
darin, which had been prepared for our recep- 


tion, and where all our baggage had beeu depo- 
w— OC ited, 
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ſited, that it might be properly arranged for the 
Conlis to carry it, We dined, and at two o'clock 
the Ambaſſador and I ſeated-ourſelves in our pa- 
lanquins, in order to begin our journey qyfer-land, 

which the other gentlemen rather choſe to per- 
form on horſeback. 


Upon leaving the city, we met ſucceſſively 
with two triumphal arches which were lined 
with two hundred foldiers under arms. We 
paſſed between them and at each arch three 
guns were fired as a ſalute to the Ambaſſador. 


Me proceeded on our journey, paſſing now 
through conſiderable places, now through ham- 
lets, ſome of which were pretty enough, and 
meeting at times with uneven ground, broken 


— 


by ſmall hillocks, but in every part the country 


conſiſted of arable land. In the evening we ar- 
rived at Lok-faa-tſun, where we paſſed the night. 
It is a place of conſiderable extent, appears po- 
pulous, and afforded us a very comfortable 


lodging. 


11th. At four in the morning we proceeded 
on our journey ; and at half paſt ten, after twice 
croſſing the river, we came to the city of Kien- 


tchang-chen where we dined. At two o'clock 
f | we 
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we ſet off again, in order to reach Ta-ngan-chen, 
where we arrived at nine in the evening, and 
where we paſſed the night. 


in the conveyance of our baggage we met with 
a a great many difficulties, of which the Coulis were 


the principal cauſe. It ſeemed as if the Manda- - 


rins had but little authority over them. 


Our road this day led us again through ſeveral 
handſome villages and hamlets, and over very 
fertile arable land, of which a great part was 
ſown with corn, turnips, and horſe beans. All 
theſe plants were growing in ſtraight lines, and 
in an order that might vie with that of our kitchen 
gardens. It appears that the Chineſe never ſcat- 
ter the ſeed with the hand, but ſow always in 
furrows, and with a dibble. This ſymmetrical re- 
gularity gave a charming appearance to the fields 
which were already in a ſtate of vegetation. 


Upon the hills there are a great many hollies, 
copſes, and woods of beach and oak. 


I obſerved alſo that the hogs in this part of the 
country differed entirely from thoſe of Quang-fong, 
being quite black, and apparently of a wild 
breed, Their belly does not hang down; their 
out 
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ſnout is ſhort and turned up; and their ears arc 
long and pendant. Their hair is alſo both thicker, 
and ſtiffer. | | 


It is equally eaſy to ſee that there is a difference 

in the men, particularly in the colour of the ſkin, 
In general they are here of a much ruddier com. 
plexion than the inhabitants of the ſouth of China; 
a circumſtance that is ſtill more perceptible among 
the women, whoſe cheeks are as red as thoſe of 
European females, in the full bloom of youth and 


tealth. 


Among the carriages employed in this coun- 

| try is a wheel-barrow, ſingularly conſtructed, 
1 and employed alike for the conveyance of perſons 
1 and goods. According as it is more or leſs hea- 
2 vily loaded, it is directed by one or two perſons, 
the one dragging it after him, while the other 
puſhes it forward by the ſhafts. The wheel, 
| which is very large in proportion to the barrow, 
is placed in the centre of the part on which the 
. load is laid, ſo that the whole weight bears 
T upon the axle, and the barrow men ſupport no 
part of it, but ſerve merely to move it forward, 
and to keep it in equilibrium. The wheel is as 
it were caſed up in a frame made of laths, and 


covered over with a thin plank, four or five inches 
wide. 
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wide. On each fide of the barrow is a projection, 
on which the goods are put, or which ſerves as 
a ſeat for the paſſengers. A chineſe traveller ſits 
on one fide, and thus ſerves to counterbalance 
his baggage, which is placed on the other. If 
his baggage be heavier than himſelf, it is ba- 
jlanced equally on the two ſides, and he ſeats 
himſelf on the board over the wheel, the barrow 
being purpoſely contrived to ſuit ſuch occaſions. 


The ſight of this wheel-barrow thus loaded, 
was entirely new to me. I could not help re- 
marking its ſingularity, at the ſame time that I 
admired the ſimplicity of the invention. I even 
think, that in many caſes ſuch a barrow would 
be found much ſuperior to ours. 


In addition to this, I ſhould ſay that the wheel 
is at leaſt three feet in diameter, that its ſpokes 
are ſhort and numerous, and conſequently, that 
the felloes are very deep; and that its convexity 
on the outer ſide, inſtead of being nearly flat, like 
common wheels, is of a ſharp form. This nar- 
rowneſs of the outer edge of the wheel appeared 
to me at firſt ſight very unſuitable. It ſeemed 
that if broader it would have been better 
adapted to a clayey ſoil; but I recollected that 
at Java, the carts drawn by buffaloes have alſo 
Vol. I. H Wheels 


88 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 


wheels with narrow felloes, on purpoſe that in 
the rainy ſeaſon they may cut through ſtrong 
grounds, in which broad wheels would ſtick faſt; 
as experience taught the learned M. Hooyman, 
who attempted to employ broad wheeled carts in 
the environs in Batavia, but found himſelf obliged 
to follow the cuſtom of the country. I am there- 
fore .onvinced that the Chineſe wheel is the beſt 
ſuited to a clayey ſoil. 


12th. The Ambaſſador had this morning a 
little diſpute with the Mandarin who commands 
our eſcort, concerning the diſorder apparent in 
every thing ſince yeſterday; our ſupper not being 
ready at midnight, and no care having been taken 
to ſend our cooks on before us. The Conlis had 
even ſet them down in the middle of the road, and 
refuſed to carry them anv farther. Beds, trunks, 
every thing had arrived late and partially ; and 
our lodgings were bad, and deſtitute of every kind 
of convenience. 


The Mandarin expreſſed his concern for all our 
ſufferings, and aſſured us. that not one of them 
was imputable to his negligence, but entirely 
to a want of ſubordination among the Coulis; that 
he would redouble his efforts to remedy them; 
but that for ſeveral days to come it would be im- 


4 


poſſible 
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poſſible for him to procure us more convenient 
lodgings, becauſe the province did not afford 
better, He added, that ſuperior accommodations | 
would be found in Kiang-nan, and nearer to Pe- nf 
kinz; and that he hoped his Excellency would 
exerciſe his patience for a few days longer. He F 
then entreated us to proceed immediately upon 
our journey. 


After a light breakfaſt, we ſet off at half paſt 
nine, in the midſt of rain and a very high wind. 
At one o'clock we came to a very large and 
handſome Pagoda, dedicated to the Goddeſs | 
Coun-yam, (who is the Virgin Mary of the Chi- [ 
neſe), We there took a cold dinner, and left it | 4 | 

| 


at our o'clock, in order to take up our abode 
for the night at the city of Krieon-kiang-fou. The 
rain and the wind having increaſed during the 
evening, our torches went out at every ſtep. 
The road, in the part where it was carried over 
heights, or paſſed between the gorges of moun- 
tains, was very ſlippery; and our bearers, after 
having got through it, were numbed with cold, 
wet, and worn out with fatigue. The conſe- 
quence was, that at the firſt habitation they came 
to they put down my palanquin under a ſhed 
by the road fide, in order to go to the houſe in 
earch of fire to warm themſelves, and dry their 

H 2 clothes. 
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clothes. Thus abandoned, I laid myſelf down 
to ſleep in my vehicle, experiencing at that mo- 
ment how fortunate it was that our merchant 
Ponqua had taken care to procure fuch conveni- 
ent carriages for the Ambaſſador and me. The 
reſt of the night paſſed away while I was enjoy- 


ing a comfortable ſleep. 


In the morning we faw two litters, carried by 
mules, paſs by us. 'They were larger than our 
covered palanquins, and conſequently we ſhould 
have found them more commodious on our jour- 
ney; but it was impoſſible to procure ſimilar con- 
veyances. Theſe carriages belong to rich per- 
ſons, who have them made whenever they are 


about'to undertake a long journey. 


13th. At the break of day my bearers came to 
take me up again. The road, as well as on the 
preceding day, 'paſſed over plains, interſperſed 
with hamlets and inſulated habitations. At eight 
o'clock I arrived at the lodgings prepared for us 
in the city of Kieow-kiang-fou, where his Excel- 
lency had been ſince two o'clock in the morning. 
The Mandarin who was at the head of the go- 
vernment, and who wore the dark blue button, 
came to pay his reſpects to me, as he had done 


to the Ambaſſador in the middle of the night. 
He 
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He was old, exceedingly polite, and eager to 


comply with all our deſires. Our lodging was 


very convenient and ſpacious. 


I went to take a walk in the town, which 
might with more propriety be called a village 
ſince inſtead of the common way of laying out 
the ground in cities,” many of the houſes are ſur- 
rounded with large kitchen gardens. Whole 
fields, and cultivated pieces of land ſeparate 
the houſes; between which there are ſuch im- 
menſe intervals, that I do not believe more than 


a tenth part of the ſpace within the walls is built 
upon, 


I went to ſee the principal pagoda, where our 
firſt conductor was lodged, which gave me an 


opportunity of paying him a viſit. This temple 


is very large, and kept in excellent repair. By 
the ſide of it is a convent inhabited by a number 
of Bonzes. Near the pagoda is a handſome hex- 
agonal tower of ſeven ſtories. It differed from 
moſt of thoſe I had ſeen, becauſe between every 
ſtory it is encircled with a double balcony. It is 
indeed the ſecond of the kind that I have yet met 
with. The other was at K:en-tchang-chen, through 
which we paſſed the day before yeſterday. 
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It wauld be impoſlible to give an idea of the in- 
credible multitude of people who came crowding 
to ſee me: it was ſo great that but for the Chineſe 
ſoldiers who attended me, and opened me a way 
through the crowd, I ſhould never have been able 
to get on. The women completely filled all the 
doors and windows. In general their perſons 
were pleaſing: I even remarked ſome who were 
beautiful. 


It was the intention of the Ambaſſador to take 
another night's repoſe ; but at three o'clock this 
afternoon, the Mandarin came to propoſe to us 
to ſleep at a place forty i off. The reaſon was 
that we had to paſs at Kieou-kiang-fon, a very large 
branch of the Kiaug, which we might now do 
with a favourable breeze; whereas, if we ſtaid 
till the following day, a change of wind might 

render the paſſage of it impoſſible, and thereby 
not only occaſion a delay in our journey, but 
might even injure the ſucceſs of our Embaſſy. 


The tone of entreaty and perſuaſion uſed by 
the Mandarin had its effect upon his Excellency, 
and at four o'clock we quitted our comfortable 
lodgings in order to proceed on our journey. 
We repaired to the bank of the river, which is 


very wide, of which the coup d'&i/ is very agree- 
able, 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—5. 103 


able, and which is navigable for ſmall junks. 


19 
iz; 
1 

| 

: 

1 


Finding there ſeveral large and commodious if 
veſſels ready to convey us with our retinue and 18 
baggage, we went on board then, and, hoiſting | | 
our fails, reached the oppoſite bank in about half f 
an hour. 1 
1 

I ſhould add here, that upon a hill near the i ! 
place where we embarked there ſtands a pa- [1 
goda, by the ſide of which is an hexagonal tower 0 
of fix ſtories high, in very good preſervation. 9 
The ſhadow of ſome tall trees fell upon the 1 
temple, which, together with the tower, com- 1 
poſed a very agreeable view. | "= 
1 

When we came to the other ſide, we ſeated 18 
ourſelves again in our palanquins, and came to a 1 
moderately large place, where we were con- 40 
ducted to a public edifice. The commandant, 10 
whom we had ſeen on the other ſide of the river, bl 
came and ſhewed us the fame civilities again, | 4 
becauſe we were ſtill within his diſtrict. He it 
invited us to partake of a collation which he had —_ 
prepared; but we begged to be excuſed, ex- f 
prefling to him our deſire to arrive at the place | 14 
where we were to ſleep in time for ſupper. |: 
Having furniſhed ourſelves with torches we fet | | 
off at fix o'clock ; but ſearcely had we advanced 4 
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an hundred yards before the Coulis ſet us down in 
the ſtreets, refuſing to carry us any farther unleſs 
they were better paid. Two hours were ſpent 
in diſputes, which .ended in an acquieſcence in 
their demand. In the mean time the weather 
was become exceedingly bad, with wind and 
rain. We went on notwithſtanding. I ſeated 
myſelf in my chair in a convenient poſture for 
ſleep, and did not arrive till two o'clock in the 
morning at Lziang-kiang, where we put up at the 
moſt miſerable lodgings we had hitherto met 
with. It furniſhed neither the means of fatis- 
fying thirſt or hunger, nor was there any place 
where we could decently lie down. 


I was ſo indignant at it, that after having 
waited in vain half an hour for the arrival of the 
Ambaſſador, I went to ſleep in my palanquin. [ 
was exceedingly vexed at his Excellency having 
ſuffered himſelf to be over-perſuaded by the old 
Mandarin, and at our being deprived of our ex- 
cellent lodgings, and even indeed of our ſupper ; 
for all our train was entirely diſperſed. 


14th. This morning, at fix o'cleck, I ordered 
my Coulis to be called, and hearing that the Am- 
baſſador was not arrived, ſet off from this miſe- 
rable inn without getting out of my chair. The 
weather, 
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weather, though ſtill rainy, granted me now and 
then a ſhort interval of fair weather. I was tra- 
velling over very fertile arable land. At half paſt 
one in the afternoon I reached the city of Houang- 
mei-chen, in the province of Hou-quang, where the 
accommodations, although ſomething better than 
thoſe of the preceding day, were hardly ſuperior, 
to what may be procured in an inconſiderable 
Dutch village. 


The Ambaſſador arrived an hour after, and 


ſept in his palanquin or chair, as I had done the 
night before. Our other gentlemen came in 
ſuoceſſion, as well as part of the baggage, but 
his Excellency's guard did not yet appear. We 
ſupped, and every one laid down to court the 
embraces of ſleep, rendered both ſweet and ne- 
cellary by fatigue. 


The city appeared of conſiderable magnitude, 


and very commercial. It is alſo very popular, 


to judge at leaſt by the great concourſe of people 


we met with in croſſing the ſtreets. In this city | 


there is a pyramidal tower of eight ſides. 


15th. Our trunks and baggage arrived piece- 


meal in the courſe of the morning, and at noon 


the guards of the Embaſſy made their appear- 
| ance, 
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ance, We were in hopes of paſſing another 
night at Houang-mey-chen, in order to recover en- 
tirely from our fatigue, and to ſee every thing 
belonging to us collected together; but our firſt 
conductor came again to requeſt the Ambaſſador 
to proceed forty /# in the afternoon, and not to 
ſtop till we ſhould have gone the whole diſtance. 
We determined to do fo, upon condition, how- 
ever, that the Mandarins ſhould take more effi- 
cacious means to convey our trunks and beds to 
our lodgings as ſoon as ourſelves. 


We ſet off accordingly at three o'clock. We 
firſt travelled over a flat country, through 


ploughed fields, croſſing ſeveral branches of 


rivers on our way. Our road paſſed afterwards 
by the foot of a mountain, and at length, at fix 


' o'clock, we reached the appointed place: it was 


the village of Ting-ching-chan. Our accommoda- 
tions were worſe there than at the place we had 
quitted ; but as it was in vain to think of get- 
ting better, we had nothing to do but to content 
ourſelves where we were. This place, which is 
not conſiderable, is a dependency of the city ot 
Houang-mey-chen. 


So far our journey over land was not eafily 


performed ; and , cannot be better compared 
than 


4 
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than with a forced march made by light troops. 
It was fortunate indeed that the rain ceaſed, for 
it had already rendered the roads 'almoſt im- 
paſſable. After a tolerable ſupper, at which 
we had the company of our firſt conductor, who 
came to fix the next day's route with the Am- 
baſſador, we went to bed at half paſt nine, that 
we might be ready to ſet off at an early hour. 


We were accordingly in motion at four o'clock, 
and, after having proceeded a league, entered 
the province of Kiang-nam, of which Cou-diug- 
fou *, better known by the name of Nam-king, is 
the capital. We crofſed ſeveral branches of 
rivers, moſtly by means of ſtone bridges, having 
cight, ſeven, five, or a ſmaller number of piers. 
The bridges here are not all conſtructed with 
arches; there are ſome having from one pier to 
another nothing but flat hewn ſtones, ten or 
twelve feet long ; the piers are alſo of hewn ſtone, 
and are of a ſharp form in the part they preſeat 
to the ſtream, in order that the water, in its rapid 
courſe, may meet with the leaſt poſſible reſiſt- 
ance, and conſequently do no damage to the 


This is the real name of the city which the Europeans are 
in the habit of calling Nam-king, the latter word fignifying only 
the Court of the South, becauſe Con-ding-fou, ſituated in the ſouth 
ef China, was the Imperial place of reſidence, 


bridge; 
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bridge; a precaution which ſhews the ſkill and 
penetration of the Chineſe architects. 


Over two rivers we found bridges ſupported 
by floating bamboos. 


We came to ſeveral villages where all ſorts of 
Potter's work are executed upon the largeſt ſcale. 
In other villages we found manufactories of almoſt 
all kinds of wrought goods. As a proof of the 
mduſtry exerted in this reſpect, 1 muſt mention 
one where vermicelli was making. The land at 
the ſame time announced the greateſt fertility. 


At eleven o'clock we were at Fong-chang-y, 
a pretty large place, whence we ſet off an 
hour after for Tay-ha-chen, and arrived there at 
half paſt two o'clock. As we had our Coulis to 
change, we ſtaid there an hour and a half in a 
very handſome hotel. This large and commer- 
cial city is ſituated upon an ifland formed by two 
branches of the river. In the ſtreet where we 
ſtopped we ſaw an hexagonal tower, ſeven 
ſtories high, almoſt ſimilar to that of Kzeou-kiang- 
fou, of which mention is made above. It was 
paſt four when we quitted this city on our way 
to Tcheon-rfi-eck, where we arrived at half paſt 


ſeyen. The other gentlemen had preceded us 
— As thither. 
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thither. An hotel, of tolerable appearance, was 
our aſylum for the night. 


During the day we ſaw four triumphal arches 


of ſtone, which, although very ancient, were in a 


pretty good ſtate. Two of them ſtood in the 


midſt of fields, at a ſmall diſtance from the road. 
The weather was very fine and mild, but, during 
the morning, the roads were bad and flippery. 
We paſled over ſeveral eleyated ſpots, ſhut in 
between high mountains; the whole diſtance 
travelled this day being a hundred * twenty 4 
(twelve leagues). 


We were ready to ſet off at four o clock in the 
morning, but we had neither Conlis nor torches, 
and an hour elapſed before we could get away. 


Being the laſt to ſet off, I was not on the road till 


three quarters paſt five. The weather was rainy, 
windy, and cold. At three quarters paſt ten I 


came to Tfen-chan-chen, a city of conliderable 


ſize. I can ſay nothing of its interior, becauſe LI 


was only carried along-{ide its walls; but from 


without I diſtinguiſhed a very large tower of fix 
ſides, and as many ſtories, which differed from all 
I had hitherto ſeen, by having its top in the form 
of a lantern. I found the party already aſſem- 
bled at our. halting place, whence we departed 

4 before 
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before half paſt eleven, with the intention of 
paſſing the night at Tong-ching=chen ; but when 
we reached Trheo-lou-han, his Excellency was 
taken to fleep at an hotel there, on account of 
the rain, although it was only half paſt three 
o'clock, and we might yet have proceeded a 
conſiderable diſtance. It was natural, however, 
that we ſhould comply with the deſire of our 
conductor. Our day's journey was in conſe- 
quence only ninety i. 


During the greater part of this day we tra- 
velled over mountains where not the ſmalleſt 
fertile ſpot eſcapes cultivation. The eye of an 
European is delighted at beholding the induſ- 
trious application of the Chineſe, who, rating 
difficulties at nothing, convert mountains into 
fertile fields, and change their inclined ſurface 
into level. ground, by means of terraces of four 
or five feet elevation, which deſcend by ſteps 
from the top of the declivity to the bottom of 
the valley. But for their exertions it is evident 
that thoſe regions muſt remain for ever uncufti- 
vated, on account of the ravages committed by 
the floods during the heavy rains, which would 
not fail to carry both the ſoil and the ſeed depo- 
ſited in it into the ravines below. The precau- 
tions of which I am ſpeaking render ſuch a miſ- 
chief 
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chief impoſſible by levelling every thing. Each 


terrace is beſides ſecured with a parapet, and a 
little ditch to drain off the ſuperfluous water, 
On the other hand, as elevated grounds are in 
their very nature ſubject to drought, the Chineſe, 
to remedy this evil, judiciouſly place on the 
ſummits of the higheſt mountains ample reſer- 


voirs, in which the rain water is received and 


preſerved. As ſoon as the drought begins to be 
felt, the reviving ſtream deſcends, and ſaves the 
corn, graſs, and vegetables, from its pernicious 


effects. 


The aſpect of a ſlope ſo diſpoſed, when ſeen 


from a commanding ſituation, was highly agree- 
able, although the ground was now entirely 
ſtripped and naked. How delightful mult it be 
when wheat embelliſhes the ſurface, and covers 
it with a verdant carpet ! 


From the top of one of theſe ſlopes, along 
which I was carried, I diſcovered, at noon, no 
leſs than nine hamlets, lying in different direc- 


tions, and borrowing from the ſurrounding trees 


the appearance of ſo many ſhady groves. . The 
whole compoſes a very beautiful picture, with a 
long ſucceſſion of mountains in the diſtance, 
where the eye of the ſpeCtator diſcerns pagodas 
and 
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and other edifices ſtanding upon elevated ſpots, 
and ſurrounded by innumerable trees. 


We have alſo this day had a view of ſeveral 
triumphal or honorary arches, built of ſtone. 
Near the city of Tfen-chan-chen are five, at no 
great diſtance from one another ; four of them 
by the road fide, and the fifth in the very middle 
of the highway. - 


I made more particular enquiries concerning 
the ſignification of theſe monuments, and was 
told, that they are architectural works intended 
to perpetuate the memory of perſons of both 
ſexes, whoſe virtues have deſerved celebration 
and the homage of the public. The Emperor, 
on his part by way of exciting emulation, takes 
care to preſerve whatever may ſerve to tranſmit 
to poſterity an idea of the glory of thoſe cele- 
brated perſons ; while inſcriptions indicate their 
names, and the noble actions by which they 
gained their renown. , Ry 


A more exact idea will be given of this kind 
of recompenſe by mentioning the moſt virtuous 
claſſes of men in favour of whom this uſage has 
been adopted. 


mY 


x. Perſons 
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i. Perſons who have lived a century; the 


Chineſe thinking, that without a ſober and 


virtuous life it is impoſſible to attain ſo great 
an age. 


2, Children who have given proofs of great 
filial affection. | | 


3. Women remarkable for their chaſtity. 


The fineſt of the triumphal arches we ſaw this 
day, which is compoſed of a very hard kind of 


white marble called Samchit, was erected in 


honour of three ſiſters. According to the Chineſe 
cuſtom, they had been betrothed from their in- 
fancy; but their three intended huſbands died. 
before they were marriageable. In vain did 
other men deſire their company through life; 
faithful to their firſt engagements, they conſi- 
dered them as binding till their death, after 
which this mark of honour was awarded them. 
4. The Maridarins who have governed in the 
diſtrict ſubject to their authority with fidelity 


and juſtice, ſo as to gain the love and eſteem of 
the people. 
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5. And laſtly, the perſons who have diſtin. 
guiſhed themſelves by rendering ſignal ſervices 
to the ſtate; or who have made or invented any 
thing conducive to the advantage of the public. 


From the beginning of our journey over land 
to the preſent time, I have met with upwards of 
twenty-five of theſs honorary arches. 


I return to the wheel-barrow already deſcribed 
to mention what I have obſerved to-day. By 
way of hindering the wheel from wearing out in 
ſandy roads, the outer edge, or periphery, is 
covered with a rim, two inches wide, made of 
bamboo. By means of this the wheel does not 
ſink in, but rolls over the ſuperficies of the 
ground like a Dutch wheel. Thus have the 
Chineſe contrived to make their barrow ſer— 
viceable in all roads, by means of a trifling ad- 
dition which they have it always in their power 
to provide. 


Our lodging was again very bad at TIC. 
lou-hou, and in conſequence of the reſolution we 
had taken this morning of going ſtill further, 
the greater part of our baggage, table uten, 
and wine, were ſent on before us, which ren 
dered our repaſt very diſagreeable. We were, 

1 indecd, 
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indeed, in want of every accommodation, and 
even of forks and ſpoons ; for the former are 
not in uſe in China, and the latter are made of 
porcelain, with very ſhort handles. We were 
alſo reduced to drink water. In all reſpects the 
ſcene was well worthy painting; and circum- 
ſtances of this kind were ſo little uncommon, 
that ſurely no Embaſly ever met with ſo many 
curious adventures, | ; 

18th. We ſet off at half paſt four; the rain, 
which had poured the whole night, continuing 
at intervals during all the day, rendered the 
roads horrible. At ten o'clock we arrived at 
Tau-tchong-y, where we made a ſtop of half an 
hour to breakfaſt; and at three quarters paſt 
four in the afternoon reached our lodgings in the 
ſuburbs of Tong-ching-chen, whither his Excel- 
lency had preceded us two hours before. This 


was the beſt halting place we had hitherto met 
with, „ 


The wind beginning to blow flrongly from the 
weſtward towards noon, the cold became more 
piercing than we had yet felt it throughout our 
journey. We croſſed ſeveral rivers, the road 
keeping conſtantly at a ſmall diſtance from a 
chain of high mountains, of which the ſummits 
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were covered with ice and ſnow. We paſſed 
to-day in like manner as yeſterday, over heights 
and through vallies, meeting on our way with 
many ſpots of cultivated ground. I obſerved ſe- 
veral ſmall patches by the road ſide which were 
hardly fix feet broad, and which were never- 
theleſs prepared for ſowing by the plough. This 
proves to what a pitch the attention to cultiva- 
tion is carried, and that it ſuffers nothing to 
eſcape it. 


The political ſyſtem of the Chineſe princes in 
remote times was to conſider agriculture as the 
principal, the firſt, and moſt noble of the occu- 
pations of man. This idea goes to ſuch a length 
that the Emperor attends annually at a ſolemn 
feſtival, in which he exerciſes the profeſſion of a 
huſbandman. Many learned Chineſe have, from 
time immemorial, written a great number of 
works concerning agriculture—works of which 
Grammont, the Miſſionary, ſpoke to me at 
Canton in high terms of praiſe. He even thinks 
them worthy of tranſlation into the European 
languages, on account of the utility that might 
be derived from them ; and becauſe many things 
occur in them which among us are entirely 
unknown. | 


We 
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Me ſaw in this day's journey ſeveral hamlets, 
and ſeven honorary arches. I can fay little of 
the city of Tong-ching-chen, becauſe I only paſſed 
along its walls. It appeared, however, a place 
of ſome magnitude, and I could perceive the 
remains of two octogonal towers, one of three 
ſtories, the other of ſix. Nothing elſe curious 
attracted my obſervation, 


In the evening the For-yzen of the diſtrict diſ- 
patched two Mandarins to preſent to us his 
reſpects, and his apology for not coming in 
perſon, on account of the rain. He ſent us a 
preſent of a hundred hams, and a hundred falted 
ducks, with tea and ſugar for our journey. At 
the beginning of the night the rain redoubled. 


19th. The weather being tolerably dry this 
morning, we ſet off at half paſt four, the reſt of 
the train following us ſlowly. The Coulis, twelve 
of whom had been ordered for the Ambaſſador's 
palanquin, and as many for mine, ſet me down 
at half a league from the city, in the road and in 
the midſt of the mud, becauſe their number was 
reduced to five, the other ſeven having made off 
as ſoon as they had received their hire. After 
waiting an hour four other Coulis came to my 
13 relief, 
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relief, and took me up again. The road, being 
carried almoſt conſtantly over a clayey ſoil, was 
very bad, which prevented my arriving before 
one oclock at Tay-qua-ſe, a large place, at only 
forty / diſtance from Tong-ching-chen. 


I ſtopped there half an hour in order to get 
four Coulis, which were procured for me by the 
Mandarin. He ſent alſo one of his ſervants with 
me on horſeback, to keep an eye over thoſe 
ſcoundrels, and prevent their deſertion. At half 
paſt one I proceeded on my journey, but it was 
paſt two o'clock in the morning before I reached 
our lodgings at 7u-ching-chen, having conſumed at 
leaſt three hours in going the laſt ſeven Ji. The 
roads were ſo exceedingly bad that the Co 
were conſtantly half way up their legs in mud ; 
and it was ſo ſlippery that they were every 
moment in danger of falling. This, indeed, 
happened four times, and the conſequence was 
that the ſeat under me was broken to pieces. | 
returned thanks to heaven when I found mylelt 
ſafely houſed ; for the road not being wide, there 
was no little danger of being thrown into the 
ditch, on one fide or other, as often as the bearers 
made a falſe ſtep. 


After 
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After ſo uncomfortable a journey I was again 
obliged to go to bed without a ſupper, becauſe the 
cooks again came up too late. Some of the perſons 
of the Ambaſſador's ſuite were under the neceſſity 
of travelling part of the way on foot. On the 
approach of night the cold became ſo piercing, 
that it ſeemed as if we had been ſuddenly tranſ- 
ported into the midſt of winter; and this change 
being ſtill more diſtreſſing to the Chineſe than 
to Europeans, it is no wonder that a great 
number of the Coulis deſerted at the end of the 
day, in order to warm themſelves in the firſt 


houſe they met with. All theſe circumſtances 


rendered our journey doubly diſagreeable. 


His Excellency, on his arrival here, was con- 
ducted to a miſerable public-houſe. He com- 
plained of this bitterly, and in very expreflive 
terms, to the Mandarin of the town, who was 
come to congratulate him, and told him repeat- 
edly, that he ſhould never have expected ſuch 
treatment. The Mandarin pretended that there 


was no better place, but as his aſſertion was 


evidently contrary to truth, the Ambaſſador had 
him driven from his preſence, 


Two of our gentlemen, mounted on horſe- 
back, had gone from the place in which we 
14 were 
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were quartered to the city, where they were told 
of a very good inn in another part of the ſuburbs, 
We have even reaſon to believe that it was 
prepared for us, fince triumphal arches ſuch 
as we generally found before our halting places, 
were erected there. His Excellency, being in- 
formed of the diſcovery of this inn, removed to it 
about midnight, 


We were nevertheleſs obliged to go without 
beds, and to content ourſelves with the cuſhions 
of our palanquins, almoſt all our baggage being 
behind us, particularly ſome trunks that were 
left in the middle of the road by the Coulis, on 
account of the cold and rain. We had, how- 
ever, travelled a hundred and ten /: ſince the 
niorning. 


The road: we followed this day was conti- 
nually up and down hill, but towards the evening 
we came to a plain. At ſeven / from the city 
of Tong-chin-chen we crofled à river in ferry-boats. 
It had frozen the preceding night and in the 
marning, and cyery thing was covered with ice 
as in the midſt of winter. The fields and trees 
were entirely clad in a garb of ſparkling white. 


Towards 
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Towards noon we climbed ſlowly up a very 
lofty mountain, and reached its top enveloped in 
ice and ſnow, about half paſt one. The deſcent 


on the other fide of this mountain was ſo rapid, 


that in ſome places it exceeded that of Moiling- 
chan, When upon the ſummit I enjoyed the 
aſtoniſhing ſpettacle of a valley ſituated between 
two ridges of mountains, and of an appearance 
ſo attractive, that 1 could not ſatisfy my eyes. 
Every thing was, however, in a ſtate of barren 
nakedneſs, which could not fail to injure the 


proſpect. How charming, then, muſt be the 


contemplation, of this magnificent ſcene when 
ſummer has ſcattered flowers over it; when 
their bright tints form a delightful contraſt with 
the other beauties of vegetation; and when 
| yellow ears of corn enrich the fields. 


At two o'clock I reached the valley, where [ 
purſyed my journey for three hours, conſtantly 
accompanied by rivulets, and their gentle mur- 


murs, and conſtantly ſurrounded by the marks af 


cultivation, of which the impreſſion was diſ- 
cernivle upon the very tops of the mountains, 


The induſtry and ſkill of the Chineſe in agri- 
culture manifeſts itſelf in this valley, with all the 
characteriſtics of the higheſt perfection. At a 
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_ Gngle glance the eye takes in their various con- 
trivances to profit by the different ſituations of 
the ground. The lower parts are cut into ſteps 
or ſtages, as I have already had occaſion to 
relate, while the hills are ploughed up to the 
very top, a direction being given to the furrows 
and ditches, ſuch as the inclination of the plane 
requires to drain aff the water. Such places as 
form an amphitheatre, and have no inundation to 
fear during the rainy ſeaſon, are alſo cultivated 
to the very ſummits of the mountains. Yes, 1 
am ſure that many people in Europe would 
go a hundred miles to enjoy a proſpect ſo en- 
chanting as that of this valley muſt be when all 
its ornaments are united, 


I muſt alſo be permitted to add, that in the 
ſpace occupied by arable land, ſometimes houſes 
were ſeen forming ſeparate habitations, and 
ſometimes collected into hamlets. Lofty and 
tufted trees added their rural beauties to dit- 
_ ferent parts of the picture, and while, for the 
firſt time, the empire of China offered to my view 


_ , oaks lofty enough to recal the idea of the king 


of the foreſt, I caſt alſo a glance upon the weep- 
ing willows that grew by the road fide. A ſoft 
and gentle ſhower covered the branches of that 


melancholy tree, as well as of all the others, and 
of 
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| | 
of the moſt humble ſhrubs, with a dew that fil- 1 
vered over their foliage, while the light reflected | 


from theſe little globes of cryſtal, produced an Il; 
effect which created at once aſtoniſhment and | 
pleaſure, and which was ſuch as I never remember | | 
to have ſeen at any other period of my life. fl! 
During the morning I ſaw ten more triumphal 1 
arches, ſix of which were near the city of Tong- | | 
ching-chen, and cloſe to one another. | i 


A great many pigs are bred here. I met 
whole herds going to feed in the woods; all of 
them black, and ſuch as I deſcribed under the 
date of the 1oth of this month. Since we have 
been travelling over land I have not met with 
a ſingle white one. | 


It was for the firſt time that I to-day obſerved 
a change in the dogs: till now, and in the 
ſouthern parts of the Empire, I had ſeen none 
but the ſtraight-cared ſpaniel, but here the dogs 
have pendant ears, and a thin tail. Their height 
is greater than that of the ſpaniel, from which 
they are altogether a different ſpecies. 


In this part of the country very good yellow 
carrots are cultivated, which have exactly the 11 
| ſame 1 
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fame taſte as the Dutch, and are conſequently 
far ſuperior to thoſe of Canton. We alſo met 
with round turnips of the largeſt kind in great 
abundance, 


zoth. We were not able to ſet off on account, 
of all our baggage being again behind us, and of 
its raining the whole day. There was, beſides, 
a want of Coulis, becauſe the preſents intended 
for the Emperor, that were ſent off from Canton 
before our departure, paſſed by here yeſterday, and 
employed about a thouſand Coulis in their convey- 
ance. Laſt evening we found two mirrors ſtill 
without the city. They were forwarded this 
morning, which added to the difficulty we 
found in procuring the three hundred that were 
wanted for our ſuite and baggage. 


In the courſe of the day a great part of our 
baggage arrived at our „ and we learned 
that Sdn the two laſt days and nights, eight 
Conlis had died of cold and fatigue. 


We were alſo informed that the preparing ot 
| lodgings for us on the road was by no means the 
buſineſs of the Mandarins, our conductors; but 
that each province deputed Mandarins for that 
expreſs purpoſe. 

The 
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The governor of the province of Kiang-nam 
committed this charge to the On-tcha-tſu, who was 
diſtinguiſhed by the blue tranſparent button. 
He came in conſequence to Yn-ching-chen to 
order lodgings for- us; but as the care of this 
afterwards devolves. upon the commandants of 
the towns, this deſcent of authority often leads 
to a reſult that rather retards than accelerates 


the journey. 


The Lingua came to tell me in the evening, 
that the want of Con/is hindering us from ſetting 
off at an early hour, we had no occaſion to hurry 


ourſelves. The weather continued rainy and cold. 


21ſt. On reviewing our baggage we found 
that a great deal was wanting, and that we had 
not a ſingle cheſt of wine, which had already 
reduced us to the neceſſity of drinking water 
with our ſupper the evening before. 


This day being the Tong, or Chriſtmas of the 
Chineſe, which they celebrate with great feſti- 
vity, it became ſtill more difficult to procure 
Coulis, 


At eleven o'clock the Mandarins, our con- 
ductors, came to pay a viſit to the Ambaſſador 
and 
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and me, and to make an apology to him for the 
bad reception he had met with on arriving at 
this place. They told him, that thoſe matters 
were not at all under their regulation, but were 
left to the Mandarins of the province and places 
through which we paſſed. 


© Shortly after the On-1cha-tſu of the province 
came alſo to pay us his compliments. He was 
very polite, and did not fail to ſpeak to us imme- 
diately of the ignorance of the commandant of 
the city, who had pointed out a lodging for the 
Ambaſſador that was not intended for him, in- 
ſtead of that which had been prepared for his 
reception, as the arrangements made there 
proved. He added, that he had already made a 
complaint of this conduct to the governor of the 


province, and that he did not doubt that the 
commandant would be diſmiſſed from his place. 


Fe then propoſed to us to go twenty-five / that 
night, in order that we might arrive at the city 
Liu-ifion-fon on the following day; but as it was 
already paſt twelve; as it would have required 
at leaſt two hours to collect the neceſſary bearers; 
and as a good deal of our baggage was ſtill 
miſſing, I perſuaded his Excellency to go no 
farther that day, becauſe the night would be 


very far advanced before we could reach the 


intended 
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intended place, where, according to all appear- | | 
ance, we ſhould be obliged to go without ſupper il. 
and beds; whereas, by remaining where we " 
were, we ſhould be ſure of both. The Ambaſ- | Bl! 
ſador, coinciding” in my reaſons, declined pro- | | 
ceeding _y further that day. 


I then propoſed to the Mandarins that we 
ſhould travel ninety or a hundred Ii a day, and 
that things ſhould be ſo arranged that we might | 
ſet off at four o'clock in the morning as long as [ | 
we ſhould be carried by Coulis. I added, that (hl 
when we ſhould reach the province of Chan-tong 1 
{where we were made to hope that we ſhould be | ö 
furniſhed with litters), they might lengthen our 1 
day's journies, and even make us travel during it 
the night, eſpecially as we ſhould then have the | 
advantage of moon-light. By theſe means, as the 9 
roads would no doubt be firm and frozen, we 19 
ſhould find it eaſy, if neceſſary, to travel two | 
hundred ii in four-and-twenty hours. 10 


Mandarins, and, after a long debate, it was de- 
termined that we ſhould travel ſeventy-five & the 
next day, in order to reach a ſuitable place to | 
lleep at; and that, for greater convenience, our 11 
Baggage ſhould be forwarded the whole of the = 
afternoon, il. 


My propoſitions were well received by the ö | 
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afternoon, which was accordingly done. It was 
ſettled that we ſhould ſet off the next day at five 
o'clock. The Mandarins, who appeared ſatiſ- 
fied with theſe arrangements, took leave of us 
and retired. We conſequently remained in the 
ſame lodgings. | 


During the whole day there was a gentle fall 
of ſnow, and the weather was pretty cold. Fah- 
, renheit's thermometer fell this morning to thirty- 
two degrees, which correſponds with the freezing 
point of Reaumur's. In the night the weather 
crew clear, and it froze hard. 


22d. At fix in the morning we quitted Vi 
ching cen, Fahrenheit's thermometer-ſtanding at 
twenty-five degrees and a half, The road was 
frozen, rugged, and full of ſharp points, which 
made it very difficult to walk; but the weather 
was clear, and we ſaw the ſun for the firſt time 
ſince the 11th. Our road lay conſtantly .over 
plains, with now and then a gentle riſing and 
deſcent, but there were no mountains ekcept 
thoſe that we faw at a very remote diſtance. 
We conſequently met with very few rivers. 


At eleven .o'clock we came to Tau-chen-cher, 


where we ſtopped for at leaſt an hour to refreſh. 
This 
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This city is pretty large. Setting off after 
dinner we arrived at half. paſt five at Koumecł, 
where we ſlept in a very comfortable houſe. 


In this day's journey I counted four triumphal 
arches, and for the firſt time perceived maize, or 
Indian corn, in ſome little ſhops, as well as a 
kind of ſmall flat beans that have been intro- 
duced into China, being as well as the maize of 
foreign growth. We travelled this day ſeventy- 
five #, The night was clear and froſty. 


23. Fahrenheit's thermometer ſtood this morn- 


ing at twenty-two degrees. ; We ſet off at half 


paſt four, and in like manner as yeſterday paſſed 
through nothing but ploughed gn; W 
gentle elevations, 


4. „ 


G ohteg 


At eleven o clock we came to the city of Liu- 


cheoufou, where we were carried along the out- 


ſide of the ramparts. It ſeemed to be a, very 
large cplace. We ſtopped in the northern 
ſuburb sto change our bearers and take ſome re- 
freſnments. The weather was mild, though the 
{un was hid in clouds. At noon we ſet out 
anew, and proceeded as far as Tn. fau- ſe, where 


we arrived at five oclock, and where we paſſed 


the night. This day's journey was ſeyenty- 
five Ii. 


Vor. I. K In 
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cold ſeaſon of the year. The theep-ſkin dreſſes 
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In the evening the Mandarin of Fonp-youg-fur, 
who is at the head of the executive power in 
that province, came to pay a viſit to the Ambaſ- 
ſador and me. He wore the dark blue button, 
was very affable, and was at leaft ſixty years of 
age. We had already been in company with 
him at Yu-ching-chen, as well as with the On-tcha- 
zu. He brought with him a preſent of twenty- 
ſeven ſheep-ſkin dreſſes for our foldiers and 
ſervants, and ſome fruit for ourſelves. From him 
we learned that the Mandarin of Yu-ching-chen 
had Joſt his place on account of his conduct 
towards us. It would have been difficult for 
Him to behave with greater politeneſs than he 
did, or to expreſs greater concern at his not 
being able to procure us better accommodations 
in his diſtrict, and at our being obliged to 
perform ſo troubleſome a journey in the preſent 


were very welcome to our people. I took 
two of them, which J converted into bags for 
his Excellency and me to put our legs in while 
in our palanquins, and thus keep off the cold. 
"We derived great advantage from them, eſpecially | 
when we alſo took with us a jug of hot water. 


24th. In conſequence of the tardineſs of the 
"Contis we did not ſet off till half paſt five. Four 


hours after we paſſed through the city of Lalg- 
chan-chei, 
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chan-chen, a place of conſiderable ſize, full of 
ſhops, and apparently very commercial. We 
perceived there an hexagonal tower of ſeven 
ſtories, and ſeveral triumphal arches. 


Towards noon we came to Ho-chan-ek, a place 
of ſome magnitude, and left it at one o'clock. 


After having taken a light repaſt at eight, we 


reached Ching-kiou-ek, another great town, ap- 
pointed for our reſting-place for the night. 


The weather was very fine, and during the 
whole of the day the ſun kept us company. 
The face of the country did not differ from that 
of the preceding two days: we met with 
ſcarcely any rivers, and the inountains were very 
remote. In the day's journey, which was at leaſt 
of one hundred and ten ii, we paſſed by ſeven 
triumphal arches of ſtone. The road was tole- 
rably good, and we ſaw a number of villages and 
farms where the ſeed was already in the ground. 


We overtook the four mirrors intended as a 


preſent for the Emperor; each of them was car- 
ried. by twenty-four Coulis, and followed by as 


many more. Theſe forty-eight bearers relieved 
aach other at every half league. Hence it is eaſy 
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to conceive what the carriage of theſe four 
looking: glaſſes muſt have coſt. | 


We ſaw to-day, for the firſt time, a cart drawn 
by two horſes, one in the ſhafts, with the other 
a-breaſt. This carriage greatly reſembles the 


covered cart of Guelderland, but is not by any 
means fo well conſtrutted. 


As we came very late to our journey's end, it 
was impoſſible to wait till our cooks had dreſſed 


us a ſupper. We therefore reſolved to retire to 
reſt without eating; and in like manner as yel- 
terday lay«dowr upon the floor, our beds not yet 
being come up. Theprivation of wine being added 
to theſe diſagreeable circumſtances, the journey be- 


came unpleaſant and tireſome, eſpecially as ve 
plainly faw that the hardſhips we ſuffered pro- 
ceeded from a want of order, and from the inatten- 


tion of the different Mandarins of the provinces. 
An incontrovertible proof of this fact is, that the 


Mandarins, our conductors, who depended ſolely 
upon themſelves, were in want of nothing. The 


weather, during the night, was clear and froſty. 


2 5th. Our- departure took place at half paſt 
five, and our arrival at the city of Ting-yu1-ch* 


about noon, We dined there while the Cow 
were 


were changing. In that city, which is tolerably 
large, is an hexagonal tower of ſeven ſtories, 


without a top, at a ſmall diſtance from the walls. 
We were carried to pretty good lodgings in the 
ſuburbs. At half paſt one, ſuppoſing the Coulis 
ready, as I had been told, I went and ſeated 


myſelf in my palanquin, but, after waiting half 


an hour, the Lingua came to inform me that 


another hour would elapſe before they would. 
preſent themſelves, becauſe they had not yet 


received their hire. On hearing this I got out 
of my chair, and intreated his Excellency not to 
go any farther this day; for 1 knew that the 
firſt appointed place of rendezvous was at fixty 77 


diſtance, and, calculating that we ſhould not 


reach it before eight or nine o'clock in the even- 
ing, I foreſaw in that caſe the neceſſity of going 
ſupperleſs to bed, whereas here we had agree- 
able lodgings, and time ſufficient for our cooks 
to. prepare us a good repaſt. The Ambaſſador 
vielded to my perſuaſion. When our determi- 
nation was known, an attempt was made to get 
us away by telling us that the Coulis were waiting 
for us; but as it was already half paſt two, we 
perliſted in remaining where we were. | 


On hearing this the Mandarins came to intreat 
his Excellency at leaſt to go forward thirty 4, 


but in vain. M. Agie told them in Chineſe, in 


K 3 the 
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the Ambaſſador's name, that we knew by expe. 
rience that the Mandarins always ſhortened the 
road when they talked to us of diſtances ; that 
in conſequence of this deception we arrived ſo 
late at our ſleeping place, that we had not time 
to get a ſupper dreſſed unleſs we choſe to ſa- 
crifice the whole of our reſt, it being neceſſary to 
riſe at three in the morning; that if care were 
regularly taken to provide bearers, the journey 
might be performed with eaſe, but having 
always a couple of hours to wait, without reck- 
oning the time of changing Coulis at noon, we 
loſt the three beſt hours of every day, and the 
journey became difagreeable and fatiguing ; that 
for once people might go without eating ; but 
that it would not do to make it a daily practice; 
that ſome of our trunks and cheſts, which ve 
were in want of, were conſtantly behind, ſo that 
ſeveral perſons had no longer any linen, and that 
for fix days paſt we had not taſted a drop of 
wine ; and, in the laſt place, that it behoved 
them to adopt a new order of things, as other- 
wiſe we dreaded Jeſt ſo many privations and 


hardſhips ſhould affect our health. 


The Mandarins, having no ſufficient reafons to 
oppoſe to ours, laid a great ſtreſs upon the Em- 
peror's deſire to ſee us before New Year's Day, 
and continued to infiſt 40m the Ambaſſador's 


going 
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going the thirty /; but though they ſpent a 
whole hour in intreaty they did not gain their 
end. His Excellency, however, promiſed to be 
ready to depart at three o'clock the following 


morning, adding, that he ſhould proceed no 
farther than ninety A, in order that he might ſtop. 


at Lin-ouay-c/hen. 


They then endeavoured to play us another 


trick, and to carry us twenty or thirty Ii beyond 


that place. By way of doing ſo they begged us 
to ſet off at two o'clock inſtead of three. Suſ- 
petting their deſign, becauſe it was evident that 
it would ſuffice to ſet off at five o'clock in order 
to go the ninety 4, I told them that the Am- 
baſſador was reſolved not to go beyond Lin-ouvay- 
cleu; that it was his wiſh to paſs the night there, 
and that they had nothing to do but to weigh the 
matter well, 

- Perceiving that our oppoſition was ſyſtematic, 
and founded upon a geographical knowledge of 
the country, they changed their tone, and at laſt 
told us, that it would be needleſs to break our 
reſt, and that a ſervant of our Mandarins would 
call us in the morning when it ſhould be time to 
let off. They then retired. The old Mandarin 
was the perſon who took. the greateſt part in this 
K 4 little 
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little diſpute, and, upon going away, he gave me 
to underſtand, though in very meaſured terms, 
that his ill ſucceſs was attributable to me. One 
of his companions was brother to the Tjong-70v of 


Canton, and had a ſtrong reſemblance to him in 


perſon, 


We paſſed the night at Ting-yun-chen. The 
face of the country that we had ſeen during the 
day was preciſely fimilar to that which we had had 
occaſion to obſerve for ſeveral days before; but 
we did not meet with a fingle river. In the af- 


ternoon M. M. Van Braam and Dozy went 


without the ſuburbs to try ſome ſkates which 
had been preſented to them by Mr. Browne, 
Chief of the'Englith Factory, with whom they 


had been left by Lord Macartney. The ſurpriſe 


of the Chineſe was ſo great, on ſeeing the caſe 


and rapidity with which they moved over the 
ice, that ane crouded from all quarters. 


During the night the ſky was 1 and the 
cold ſevere. 


26th. For the firſt time the bearers were 
punctual: we ſet off in conſequence at four 
o'clock, and arrived a little after nine at Hong- 
chau-chen, where we ſtopped to take ſome re- 
freſhments, 
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refreſhments. "Proceeding on our journey at half 
paſt ten we came, after eight hours travelling, to 
Ling-ouay-chen, where we ſlept, but again without 
a ſupper, becauſe our cooks came up too late. 


The ground that we went over during the 
morning was more uneven than that of the pre- 
ceding day. In ſome places it was very rocky, 
and in others overgrown with heath. Here and 
there only a few cultivated ſpots were ſeen ; and 
the houſes were ſo thinly ſcattered that we tra- 
velled twenty-five. li, without meeting a ſingle 
habitation. We met with a till ſmaller pro- 
portion of taverns (Conquan) which in general are 
very common along the roads. Hlitherto we 
have ſeen nothing ſo bare and wretched as this 
part of the cquntry. | 


At two o'clock I was at the extremity of a 
deſert of this kind, which terminated with a 
village of indifferent appearance, though of con- 
ſiderable fize. Having paſſed the village I found 
myſelt very unexpectedly upon the ſummit of a 
very ſteep mountain, without my having per- 
ceived any previous aſcent ;. but my ſurprize was 
nothing in compaiſon of the effect it ſuddenly 
produced upon me by the dazzling proſpect 
which burſt upon my fight, and which was ren» 


dered 
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dered till more beautiful by the moſt ſtriking 

contraſt that nature ever created in fo ſmall a 
| ſpace. I had juſt paſſed through a deſert and 
ſandy country, and now a cultivated plain of 
vaſt extent captivated my eyes. This immenſe 
landſcape, of which the horizon was the only 
boundary, was ſtill farther embelliſhed by vil- 
lages and hamlets ſcattered in every direction. 
The magnificent ſcene recalled to my mind the 
proſpect which is ſeen from the celebrated ſpot 
ſtill bearing the name of the King's Table, near 
Rheenen, in the province of Utrecht, and with 
which this view well deſerves to be compared. 
A narrow path of rapid deſcent ſoon brought us 
into the plain. 


The weather being mild, and the ſun coming 
out at times, the ſurface of the ground thawed, 
which rendered the road heavy and {lippery. 
Towards the evening it began to freeze again. 


Since the preceding day the highway was 
become much wider and fitter for the paſſage of 
carts, the ruts of which we perceived during the 
whole of this morning. Willows and tall trees 
grow on each fide of the road. In the courſe of 
the day we met with a number of horſes and 
mules laden with merchandize. The city of 

Houg- 


% 
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Hong chang-chen, where we ſtopped to refreſh, is 


a place of ſome conſequence. It has two gates, 


but is not inclofed by walls. Zrn-onay-chen, 
where we arrived in the evening, ſeemed alſo a 
large place; but the darkneſs of the night hin- 
dered us from judging with any degree of cer- 
titude. Before we came to the latter place, and 
at the diſtance of about half a league, we ſaw a 
tower of ſeven ſtories. In approximating Lin- 


ouay-chen, the road paſſes over a cauſeway of con- 


ſiderable height and width. In one part of it is 
a very handſome ſtone bridge, under which the 
water of both fides of the cauſeway forms a 
junction. The place itſelf is poor, according at 
leaſt to the indication of our lodgings, which 
were exceedingly mean. 


We travelled this day one hundred and five A 
(ten leagues and an halt). | 


His Excellency having ſent word to his firſt 
conductor, that the next day he would only 
travel eighty Ii, the Mandarin was ſo much dif- 
concerted that he came, accompanied by the 
ſecond conductor, and had me waked at half paſt 
eleven o'clock. Standing by the bed fide they 
conjured me to prevail upon the Ambaſſedor to 
go as far as one hundred and twenty ii, without 


Ion 
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which he ſaid we could not arrive at Pe-king by 
the appointed time ; and at this they teſtified 
the greater uneaſineſs, becauſe, afraid of loſing 
their employ, and of incurring the Emperor's 
diſpleaſure. I promiſed them my interceſſion, 
provided, in their turn, they took care to have 
the Coulis ready at an early hour, and to ſend our 
cooks on before us to the ſleeping place, ſo that 
we might be ſure of having a hot ſupper. They 
undertook to fulfil theſe obligations, to which [ 
added that of diſpatching a courier for a cheſt of 
wine and ſome trunks, for which ſeveral of our 
gentlemen had an indiſpenſable occaſion. They 
_ - retired exceedingly well ſatisfied. 


27th. At half paſt four we were on our way. 
T then perceived that the city of Lin-onay-cher is 
greater than it had appeared to me the day before. 
It is ſituated on the bank of a large river, which we 
croſſed by means of a bridge ſupported by more 
than fifty boats. At noon we arrived at Hau- 
kiang-fio, a village of little importance, where we 
ſtopped an hour to take ſome refreſhment. 


At two o'clock we paſſed over a bridge ot vaſt 
length, and of the following form: > It 
is thrown over a river of great width, is con- 


ſtructed in part of hewn ſtone, and partly of brick; 
| and 
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and extends to the length of eight hundred and 
five paces: its width, judging by the eye, 1s 
twenty feet. It is compoſed of fifteen arches, 
which do not follow in ſucceſſion, becauſe there 
are in different parts five intervals, without 
arches, or openings of any ſort. This was the 
largeſt bridge I had vet ſeen in China. 


At half paſt ſix we came to Cau-chen-ek, at 
which place we were to ſleep, and near which 
we paſſed a river, over a kind of flying bridge, 
built upon boats. 


During this day's journey, which was con- 


ſtantly enlivened by ſun-ſhine, the road was very 
good, and the weather mild. Our route, for the 
moſt part, took a north north-weſt direction, and 
paſſed over a part of thé plain that I diſcovered 
veſterday from the top of the mountain. It was all 
a flat without the ſmalleſt riſing ground; a high 
degree of cultivation adorning the whole country, 
over which the eye wandered without obllacls or 
interruption, | | 


We paſſed this day by Zeen-chyng-y, which has 
two'gates, without a rampart; and which, though 
larger, is not more remarkable than ſeveral other 

villages 
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villages and hamlets that we alſo met with on 
our Way. ; 


This evening our firſt conductor propoſed to 
his Excellency to travel one hundred Ii in the 
courſe of the next day, and received a favour- 
able anſwer. 


28th. Setting off this morning at half paſt 
five, we came at half paſt ten to YV'ha-chan-y, a 
miſerable place where we ſtopped to refreſh. 
Proceeding again on our journey an hour after- 
wards, we arrived about five o'clock, juſt as the 
ſun was going down, at the city of Szzow-tcheon, 
which completed the one hundred and five /i 
of this day's journey. 


The road we travelled over to-day may be 
conſidered as the beſt we have hitherto met with. 
Like that of yeſterday, it took nearly a north 
north-weſt direction, and was equally flat and 
free from riſing grounds; but the ſoil is leſs pro- 
ductive, being a very light ſort of mould. The 
villages and hamlets made accordingly but an 
indifferent appearance. This effect was even 
perceptible at Sicou-zcheon, the interior of which 


is by no means brilliant, there being nothing to 
| 55 
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be ſeen but ſmall houſes, and diſagreeable ſtreets. 


It is, however, a place of conſiderable ſize, and 


ſurrounded by ramparts. At ſome diſtance from 
the town ſtands a lofty tower; and upon the ram- 
part itſelf, at a ſmall diſtance from the gate by 
which we entered, is a building three ſtories 
high, in all probability a belfry. Our lodgings 
were ſpacious and tolerably convenient. 


I ſaw to-day a four-wheeled carriage drawn 
by oxen, and much reſembling the paſtry-cook's 
ſledges (traineaux de giteaux) {et upon wheels at 
Amſterdam, The wheels of the Chineſe cart are 
only two feet and an half in diameter; each of 
them being made of a ſingle, piece of wood, and 
the whole four being of the ſame ſize. Ihe body 
of the cart is conſequently cloſe to the ground. 
This carriage ſerves equally for the conveyance 
of perſons and goods, as well as to carry into the 


helds the manure intended to render them pro- 
ductive. — 


I had alſo an opportunity of remarking another 


uſeful addition to the barrow deſcribed in this 
work. It conſiſts of two pieces of wood fixed in 
the internal angle, which the two feet of the bar- 
row form with its ſides. They are fo placed, that 
they divide this right angle in two equal parts, 
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and come cloſe to the wheel, in order to detach 


the earth that may adhere to it, which renders 
the labour of the barrow-men leſs than it would 
otherwiſe be. This idea, and that of having in- 
troduced the two pieces of wood turned up at the 
extremity, which the barrow-man before lays hold 
of with the under part of his arms, at the ſame 
time that they ſerve him as a handle to draw the 
barrow after him, ſhews to what a degree of per- 
fection they have carried it. 


Yeſterday I ſaw only- a ſingle honorary arch, 
and this day no more than four, which ſeems to 
indicate that this part of the country has not 
abounded in perſons whoſe virtues have been 
found worthy of commemoration. 


This evening our firſt conductor came to viſit 
the Ambaſſador and me, in order to arrange our 


journey for next day. He fixed it at a hundred 


and ten . 


2gth. We ſet off at four o'clock, and at halt 
paſt nine arrived at the town of Y-cau-y, where 
we break faſted. Departing again an hour after- 
wards, we reached Tau-chan-ek at five; and, as we 
had gone a hundred and twenty i, ſtaid there to 


Aleep. 
Our 
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Our route was over a plain, but from nine in 
the morning there were mountains at no great 
diſtance before us. The road was every where 
good, was carried over level ground, and took a 


direction from north-eaſt to north north-weſt. 


We paſſed through nothing but poor villages and 
hamlets of mean appearance. 8 - 


| We crofled, however, three rivers, over one 
of which was a noble ſtone bridge; and at nine 
oclock traverſed a valley overgrown with reeds. 


Near Tan-chan-ek is a hill of moderate eleva- 
tion; upon the declivity of which ſtand a con- 
vent, and a pagoda ſurrounded by trees, and 
in a delightful ſituation. To the detail of this 
day's route I have to add our meeting with five 
triumphal arches of hewn ſtone. 


zoth. Our journey began again at five o'clock. 
We were conſtantly amidſt mountains till eight 
oclock, when we aſcended a rocky gorge, form- 
ed by an interval left between two of them. As 
ſoon as we reached the ſummit, we enjoyed a de- 
lightful proſpe& of a valley. It is interſperſed 
with graves, among which are a great number 
verſhadowed by little groves of cypreſs. Others 
are ſurmounted by ſtone monuments, and others 
Vor, I, L by 
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by triumphal arches. This variety, by occupy- 
ing the eye, almoſt baniſhes from the mind every 
idea of the mournful deſtination of the place. 


To the eaſtward of the valley, and upon a hill 
of little elevation ſtands an hexagonal tower of 
eight ſtories, in very good preſervation. - Some 
buildings and trees, fituated near the bottom of 


this tower, ſeem to indicate a pagoda and a 
convent. 


We croſſed the valley in order to aſcend the 
rugged ſide of a mountain, on the tabular ſummit 
of which ſtands a great fort, or ſquare caſtle, 
kept in the beſt ſtate of repair. 


Having climbed up the mountain's fide, my 
eyes were again delighted with the pictureſque 
proſpect that preſented itſelf almoſt ſuddenly be- 
fore me, and of which I ſhall not undertake to 
deſcribe the beauties. It was a view of a valley 
Kill more extenſive than that with which I have 
already found it ſo grateful to entertain my rea- 
ders. A large portion of it is occupied by the 


' . meanders of a noble river, which ſeems to take 


a pleaſure in winding through it, while its banks, 
embelliſhed by houſes or boats, gives new charms 
40 this enchanting ſpot. To the north, the view 

| takes 
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takes in the city of Siu-zcheou; and at the weſtern 
extremity of the valley begins an aſſemblage of 
houſes ranged along the declivity of a mountain. 
This valley is, at the ſame time, covered like the 
preceding one with thouſands of proofs that it 
is devoted to thoſe who are no more, A little 
elevation, in the ſhape of a round hillock of 
about ſeven feet diameter, and three or four feet 
high, is the uſual indication of their funereal 
abodes, excepting the ſmall number of thoſe 
which, as I have already ſaid, are deſignated by 
monuments of ſtone. Theſe two vallies exhibit- 
ed a greater number of tombs than all the other 
places appropriated to the ſame purpoſe that 
bad hitherto come in our way. They might with 
propriety be called the dwelling of the dead. | 


Near Siu-tcheou we met with three more tri- 
umphal arches, two of which a in beauty: 
all thoſe we had hitherto ſeen. 


Cloſe to 1 ſide of the road we ſaw an inſcrip- 


tion engraved upon a large ſtone, ſupported by 


a vaſt tortoiſe alſo cut out of a ſingle block. 

I was three quarters of an hour in paſſing 
through the city. I perceived it to. be populous, 
and full of ſhops of all kinds, and thence con- 
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cluded it to be a very commercial place. At ten 
o'clock I arrived at the houſe prepared for our 
reception, which was one of the handſomeſt we 
had yet been in. 5 | 

We dined at Siu-tcheou, where we deſired to 
have a pudding made of millet. The abundance 
of that grain ſuggeſted the idea to me, and we 
found the pudding much to our taſte. Millet is 
here the common food of the people inſtead of 
rice, the ground not being fit for grain of a larger 
kind. The contrary reaſon is the cauſe of its 
not being cultivated in the ſouthern parts of the 
Empire. This was the firſt time I had ſeen any 
in China. 


In conſequence of the promiſes of the Man- 
darins we expected to change our travelling car- 
riages at  Siu-7cheow, and to be furniſhed with 
litters borne by mules; but as the ufe of them 
was unknown in the roads we were travelling 
through, it was plain they had promiſed more 
than they could perform. They were accordingly 
obliged to declare, that notwithſtanding all their 
endeavours, they had not been able to procure 
us litters, no ſuch thing being known, except 4 
few kept by very rich individuals for long jour- 


nies, No Mandarin had one in his. _ 
0 
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To ſupply the want of them, they had provided 
three or four carts which they came and offered 
to the Ambaſſador and me; but we declined 
availing ourſelves of their kindneſs, and content- 
ed ourſelves with our chairs; abandoning the 
carts to any of our gentlemen, who might be 
tempted to make uſe of them. They were on the 
other ſide of the river. 


At two o'clock we ſeated ourſelves in our pa- 
lanquins, and, after quitting the city, paſſed the 
river in ferry boats. It is very wide, and the 
quantity of ice that floated down with the current 
rendered the paſſage exceedingly difficult. The 
conſequence was, that it was three o'clock before 
we reached the oppoſite bank. We then pro- 
cceded on our journey, but not without again 
having a little diſpute with the Coulis. 


Our gentlemen, who felt inclined to make uſe 
of the carriages, went to examine them; but their 
inclination ſoon left them when they ſaw that they 
were common baggage carts, with nothing to 
ſerve as a ſeat but the ſtraw that was ſpread at 
the bottom. Never had ſo clumſy and inconve- 
nent a carriage preſented itſelf to their eyes in 
Holland; and a fingle glance was enough to 
make them prefer riding on horſeback, mi- 
L 3 ſerable 
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ſerable as were the jades on which they were 
mounted. 


Theſe carts are, however, the ordinary car- 
riages in this part of the country, and throughout 
the provinces of Tché-li and Chang-ton. The firſt 
Mandarins themſelves travel in them, as we had 
afterwards occaſion to be convinced. 


In the afternoon we paſſed over a handſome 
bridge entirely built of hewn ſtone. The road 
over it is almoſt level from one end to the other, 
and ſerves as a communication between two ſides 
of a valley. Its width is about thirty-five feet, 
and its length about eight hundred toiſes. It con- 
fiſts of a hundred of thoſe openings without arches 
already mentioned in this work, and has. a ſtone 
baluſtrade on each ſide nearly two feet in height, 
and ornamented at every four or five yards, with 
the figure of a lion couckant of very rude ſculpture. 
At this time the diminiſhed ſtream ran through 
three or four of the moſt centrical openings, it 
being now the ſeaſon when the rivers in China 
are at their ſmalleſt height ; but it is natural to 
preſume, that during the rainy ſeaſon, the river, 
by riſing three or four feet, muſt overflow all the 
level ground; for certainly ſo extenſive, and ſa 


coſtly a work would not otherwiſe have been 
| erect ed. 
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erected. At each extremity of the bridge is a 
magnificent triumphal arch with three gateways, 
or paſſages through it. By the fide of each of 
theſe arches is a kind of open hexagonal pavil- 
lion, in the midſt of which a ſtone is depoſited, 
bearing an inſcription in honour of the architect 
of the bridge. 


After having travelled a hundred and five Ii, 
we arrived at half paſt ſeven in the evening ar the 
town of Li-cok-ek, where we met with but an in- 
different place of refuge for the night. A millet 


pudding was our whole ſupper, and the floor our 
bed. 


ziſt. We did not ſet off to-day till ſeven 


o clock. During the morning we travelled over 


a plain, croſſing three or four branches of a river, 
and only perceiving mountains at a very remote 
diſtance, At ten o'clock the poor and ſimple 


village of Long-chong afforded us a refreſhing place, 
We 1 there a full hour. 


In the afternoon, at a ſmall diſtance to the 
weſtward, we perceived a very extenſive lake, 
whence ariſes a river which runs through Tong- 
lau, at which place we croſſed over it by a ſmall 
bridge of boats, 
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Qur road paſſed conſtantly between ploughed 
fields, containing a great number of graves, ſome 
of which are marked by cypreſſes. In the midi 
of one field I remarked a ſtone monument, ſup- 
ported by a tortoiſe, like that I had noticed on 
the preceding day. 


In this part of the country we met with a kind 
of wheel-barrow, much larger than that I have 
already deſcribed, and drawn by a horſe or mule. 


But how great was my ſurprize when I this 
day ſaw a Whole feet of wheel-barrows, all of the 
ſame iize. I have good reaſon to call them a 
fleet, for they were all under fail; having a little 
maſt very neatly inſerted in a hole or ſtep cut 
in the forepart of the barrow. To this maſt is 
attached a fail made of matting, or more com- 
monly of canvas, five or fix feet high, and three 
or four wide, with reefs, yards, and braces, like 
thoſe of the Chineſe boats. The braces-lead to 
the ſhafts of the barrow, and by means of a. 
the conductor trims his ſail. 


It was — to perceive by al this apparatus 
that it w as not a mere momentary matter, but 
an additional contrivance in the carriage, and 


meant to give relief to the barrow-men when 
the 


i/ 
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the wind & fair; for otherwiſe conſidering 
the money it muſt coſt, and the trouble of 
carrying it, it would be but a very ridiculous 
whim. 


could not help admiring this contrivance, 
and I felt real pleaſure in ſeeing a ſcore of theſe 
ſailing barrows rolling along one after another. 


At four o'clock in the afternoon we entered 
the province of Chan-tong; and at half paſt five, 
having this day travelled eighty (eight leagues), 
we came to Shau-can-ing, where we met with 
very tolerable accommodations for the night. 


We this evening made ſome more ſtrict ar- 
rangements with our Mandarins, in order to 
quicken our journey, becauſe it appeared diffi- 


cult for us, without doing ſo, to arrive at Pe-king 


at the appointed time. 

During the laſt three days I obſerved in all the 
cities, villages, and other places that ſtood by 
the highway a great number of old. caſtles cak 
culated to protect ſome external point, of the 
lame kind as thoſe that formerly exiſted in Hol- 
land. There were ſometimes as many as three 
in the ſame place, 
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1 


As the Chineſe carry on wars without cannon, 
theſe citadels may ſerve as a defence, and ſcem 
intended to prote& the inhabitants from parties 
in ſearch of plunder. | 


I have alfo obſerved within theſe few days a 
number of orchards very regularly planted, and 
this day I ſaw a couple of grey-hounds. 


1 155 3 


4 | , 


THE YEAR 1795. 


JANUARY I. 


A ccorpinG to our agreement with the 
Mandarin we were on our way at three o'clock. 
in the morning. I had again reaſon to complain 
of my bearers, who let me fall ſeveral times. 
At length my palanquin was in ſo bad a con- 
dition that at half paſt twelve I was obliged to 
quit it and go on foot to the firſt place where we 
were to ſtop. It was the village of Ny. lan, 
where I arrived at two o'clock, and found that 
his Excellency and the other gentlemen had al- 
ready left it. As my palanquin could not be re- 
paired very ſpeedily, I wiſhed to paſs the night 
at Kay-hau, but the Mandarin of the town fent 
me his own cart, with the moſt earneſt entreaties 
to go on. Reſolving at length to do ſo I ſet off 
at four o'clock, but did not reach the rendezvous 
| appointed 
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appointed for the night till after I had been near 
five hours upon the road. It was the city of 
Tfeo-chen. We were lodged there in a building 
adjoining to the Temple of Mong-fou-tſu, the 
moſt eminent of their erden after Kong- 


fou-iſu (Confucius). 


We had travelled a hundred and ſeventy , 
and all to have no beds, and to be again obliged 
to ſtretch ourſelves upon the floor, although I 
deſired a ſoft bed more ardently than I had ever 
done before, becauſe I had not ceaſed to be jolted, 
and ſhaken for four hours and a half in that hor- 
rible cart, and was in pain from head to foot. 
Such a carriage may poſſibly be convenient to a 
Chineſe, but to a Earopean it t muſt ever be a 
real puniſhment. 


The city of Tjeo-chen, which contains a lofty 
tower and ſeveral triumphal arches, is no other- 
wiſe remarkable. Its houſes beſpeak poverty, 

and this characteriſtic is alſo that of the villages 

we this day paſſed through, which make a very 
miſerable appearance. The temple near which 
we were lodged is almoſt the only ornament of 
the city, being kept in very good repair notwith- 
| ſtanding its extent, and that of its dependencies. 


In 
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In the court-yard oppoſite the great hall -of 
adoration of this temple are two cypreſſes, which 
are ſaid to have ſeen four centuries. One of them 
has all its leaves, and is at leaſt a foot and a half 
in diameter; the top of the other announces 
decay. In the ſtreet fronting the fore-court ſtand 
two very large triumphal arches of ſuperior work- 
manſhip, erected in honour of the great philo- 
ſopher to whom the temple is dedicated. 


In the morning our road ceaſed to be moun- 
tainous; and we afterwards paſſed along plains 
interſected by a number of rivulets. The vil- 
lages and hamlets were become more numerous 
than on the preceding days, The road was alſo 
more frequented, both by men and carts which 
paſſed us incellantly. 


2d. This morning we ſet off at four o'clock. : 


The Mandarin of the city ſent me one of his 
old ſedan chairs to ſerve me during the reſt of 
the journey, and till I ſhould have an oppor- 
"tunity on my return of taking my own again, 
which was to be repaired in the mean time. 

We were conſtantly in the midſt of ploughed 
fields, and paſſed through ſeveral wretched vil- 

EXE ke | lages, 
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lages. At nine o'clock we arrived at the ſuburbs 
of Yertcheon-fou, and ſtopped there to take ſome 
refreſhment. Being carried along the ramparts 
on the outſide, I could fee nothing of the interior 
of the city except a lofty tower. The ramparts 
themſelves were of conſiderable circuit, and kept 
in good repair. This place boaſts of having 
given birth to the great Kong-fou-tſu (Confucius), 
which makes me preſume that it contains a 
temple and other monuments erected in honour 
of that celebrated man. 


At leſs than half a league before our arrival at 
Yen-tcheou-fou we crofſed a large river, over 
which is a very handſome ſtone bridge, thirty- 
four feet wide, and kept in good repair. I had 
no opportunity of ſeeing or counting the arches. 


Proceeding on our journey at ten o*clock, we 
arrived before ſun-ſet at Ouen- -chang-chen, in the 
ſuburbs of which our lodgings were ſituated. 


The diſtance we travelled to-day was a hun- 
dred and forty ii, through ploughed fields, in 
like manner as the preceding day, but without 
having ſeen any thing curious. The city of 
Ouen-chang-chen, which contains a very lofty 


tower, is ſurrounded with handſome walls, almoſt 
4 new. 
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new. It appears a large place. Over one of 
its gates is a handſome edifice two ſtories high, 
as is the caſe*with almoſt all the gates of Chineſe 
cities. 


Setting off at four in the morning, we 
reached at nine the ſuburbs of Tong-fing-icheon, 
where we ſtopped for an hour, at a miſerable 
public-houſe, to refreſh and change our bearers. 
We afterwards went through the city in a right 
line from one gate to another, which includes 
the ſpace. of five Ii (half a league); but the ſtreet 
is more like the common road of a village than 
part of a great city. The houſes, like thoſe 
of poor hamlets, are built of dry clay, and co- 
vered with roofs of ſtraw or turf ; many of them 
are, beſides, in ruins, and conſequently ſtill worſe 
than the above deſcription. Were it not, in 
ſhort, for its ramparts, there would be no con- 


ceiving why Toxg-ting-tcheou aſſumes the title of a 
city. | 


After having left it at ſome diſtance behind 
us, we paſſed a river which at this time was 
almoſt dry. Over the bed of it, however, ſtands 
a very ancient bridge of twenty-eight arches, 
and of a form altogether Gothic. Some parts 
of it are built of ſtone and others of brick ; but. 

| it 
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it is ſo much damaged above that it no longer 
affords a ſafe pre: | 
N 
We afterwards bei ere mountains, and 
at four o'clock in the afternoon came to the city 
of Toug-ngo-chen, where we were again to change 
our Coulis, and where we were conducted to an 


handſome conguan. Upon the whole, however, 


this city would not be ſuperior to its neighbour 


Tons-ting-tcheou, were it not for the good condi- 
tion of its ramparts and its gates, which appear 
to have been built but a my few years. 


After paſling through this city we met with 
no mountains, but travelled conſtantly acroſs a 
plain till half paſt eight that we arrived at the 
town of Fong-ching-ek, having gone one hundred 
and _ li (fixteen leagues). 


This evening the On rcha-tfu of the province 
came to pay a viſit to the Ambaſſador and my- 
ſelf, to aſk after our health, and to enquire if he 
could be of any uſe to us, having received orders 
from the court of Pe-king to do every thing to 
render our journey agreeable. We expreſſed to 
him our gratitude for his kind attentior., and al- 
ſured him that we had no occaſion to trouble him. 
After this ſhort converſation he went away. _ 

e 
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The narrative of our journey may give ſome 


dea of the punctuality with which the Em- 
peror's orders for our accommodation on the 
journey were executed ; but as the Mandarins 
had not ſufficient authority over the Coulis to 
enſure their obedience, it is eaſy to ſee to what 
claſs of people we owe the frequent inconve- 
niences we meet with on our road. 


4th. We ſet off at a quarter paſt three, and at 
half paſt eight came to the ſuburbs of Yimn-fing- 
chen,' where we changed our bearers. At ten 
o'clock we proceeded on our journey, and paſſed 
through that city, where every thing reminded 
us of the two laſt, even to the very ramparts, 
the only thing that merited obſervation. 


At eleven o'clotk a Mandarin of the blue 
tranſparent button came to meet us on horſe- 
back. His ſole intention was to pay his reſpeCts 
to us, and he returned as ſoon as he had fulfilled 
it. He had, no doubt, given orders at the mili- 
tary poſt to ſalute the Ambaſſador with three 
guns when he ſhould paſs; for it was the firſt 
time that this compliment had been paid him 
lince we were travelling over land. 


Half paſt four we arrived at the city of Kao 
Fany-tcheou,. of which we ſaw only the outſide, 
Vor. I, M but 
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but we remarked the ramparts, which were in 
good condition, and an octagonal tower of twelve 
tories, the higheſt I had hitherto. ſeen. Two 
triumphal arches. were erected, between which 
the garriſon was drawn up in two lines. We 
were carried through the ranks, and at each 
triumphal arch were ſaluted with three guns, 


Me were conducted to a pretty good houſe in 

the northern ſuburbs, whither, the Mandarin 
who had paid his compliments to us on horſe- 
back, came to repeat his aſſurances of conſi- 
deration, and to beg us to. proceed forty J. 
Wiſhing to gratify bim in this reſpect we ſet off 
again, and at half paſt nine came to the town of 
. on having travelled at leaſt one hundred 


An this road was through ploughed land, of 
which the ſoil, generally ſpeaking, is more meagre 
than what we-had lately ſeen, and conſequently 
requires a greater quantity of manure. Cattle 
ſeemed ſcarce in this part of the country; and | 
I had already remarked, for ſome days before, 
that a great many men and children go out with 
little baſkets and forks to collect the dung ſcat- 
tered upon the road. They then lay it by the 


ſide of Gear, houſes, in order to mix it with 
Car thy : 


” © ” 
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2 and thus make a compoſt, with which 
they afterwards enrich their fields, 


In ſeveral ſpots of cultivated ground we per- 


ceived a number of cedars and groves of ey- 


preſs planted round ſepulchres. It appears the 
Chineſe, like the Greeks and Romans, conſider 
this tree as ſacred to the dead, no doubt becauſe 
its perpetual verdure affords a ſhade under which 
the wandering manes may reſide. 


The villages and hamlets that we met with 
continued to make a poor appearance, preſent- 
ing no objects to the eye but miſerable huts in a 
ſtate of decay. Even the very pagodas, ſituated 
upon level ground, are in general in ruins, and 
in a great meaſure abandoned. From all the 


obſervations we have been able to make on ſe. 


veral cities, we are warranted to conclude that 
the greater part of them are nothing but large 
ſpaces incloſed with walls, of which a very ſmall 
portion 1s built upon. This wall gives them 
from without an importance which does not 
really belong to them, at leaſt according to Eu- 
ropean ideas. | 


In the whole province of Clan- tong the houſes 
are built of dried clay, conſequently they cannot 
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be very ſolid, and muſt neceſſarily ſuffer damage 
in time of rain. At the ſame time, as this 
mode of conſtruction is common to the cities as 
well as the conntry places, it is by no means 
aſtoniſhing that in the former ſo much rubbiſh 
and ſo many ruins ſhould be ſeen, 


It appears that carts and wheel-barrows are 
the only carriages known in this province, either 
for the conveyance of perſons or goods. If the 
cart were not ſo ſmall and hung ſo low upon the 
wheels, which are not of more than four feet 
diameter, and which are of ſingular form, it 
might be compared to the Heſſian cart; but the 
felloes of the wheel are at leaſt fix inches deep, 
and, in the direction of a whole diameter, is a 
large piece of wood, more than ſix inches ſquare, 
croſſing the axle, while two other pieces of 
wood, ſhorter and thinner than that I have juſt 
ſpoken of, croſs it in their turn at right angles, 
and are inſerted at each end in the correſponding 
felloes. The axle, of which the end is ſquare, 
is let into the firſt of theſe three pieces, fo that 
the axle and wheels all turn together. This 
will be rendered more intelligible by the en- 
graving. | 


I ; | . Theſe 
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Theſe carts in general are drawn by five oxen, 
horſes, or mules; and not unfrequently all theſe 
three kinds of cattle are ſeen harneſſed to the 
ſame carriage. The ſtrongeſt beaſt is placed 
between the ſhafts, and another is placed abreaſt 
of him, while the remaining three go before, 
at the end of long poles. The driver directs 
them with his voice, without making uſe of a 
bridle. Sometimes, however, he enforces with 
the long whip the orders that are not readily at- 
tended to, or executed with ſufficient promp- 
titude. 


For ſome day's paſt I have ſeen large flocks of 


ſheep led into the fields to feed. They ſeemed 
very common in this part of the country. 


5th. We ſet off at five o'clock, and in the 
courſe of the morning paſſed through Nghen-chen. 
This city bears evident marks of decay in every 
part except in the walls round it, which are 


new, and in a magnificent gate, over which is an 


edifice two ſtories high, loaded with ornaments, 
and covered with yellow varniſhed tiles. 


At two in the afternoon we came to the 
ſuburbs of  Te-tcheou, where we took a flight 
repaſt and changed our Coulis. There is nothing 

Me M 3 curious 
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curious in the city except the tower. The 
ſtreets are bad, the houſes plain and mean, but 
the wall or rampart is here again in a good ſtate 
of . 


on leaving Te-tcheou, we pale a great river, 
the banks of which were crouded with at leaſt 
three hundred veſſels, although there is but a 
ſmall depth of water. Theſe veſſels were almoſt 
all loaded with rice, were deſtined for Pe-king, 
and were lying here, as in a place of refuge, 
againſt the breaking up of the ice. 


Towards the evening we paſſed out of the 
province we had been travelling through into 
that of Tche-/i, and at eight o'clock reached our 
lodgings in the ſuburbs of King-felieou, having 
travelled this day one hundred and ſixty /:. 


During the morning our road lay over uneven 
ground, but in the afternoon we came to a flat 
country. The ſoil ſeemed poor, and the villages 
and hamlets made a wretched appearance. 


6th. We ſet off at four o'clock, and at halt 
paſt eight reached the city of PFau-ching-cher, 
where we breakfaſted, and were delayed till 


twelve o'clock by the time loſt in changing 
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Coulis. In regard to this the conduct of the 
Mandarin of the city was deemed ſo extraordi- 
nary by our ſecond conductor, that he thought 
proper to pay him publicly with a few cuffs, 
which foreboded that he would loſe his place 
into the bargain, We found it impoſſible to 
arrive at Hieuchen before eight. o'clock in the 
evening. It was expected that we ſhould go on, 
but the arrangements reſpecting Coulis having de- 
layed us, his 2 preferred rammen = 
night there. 


We e this Frey a hundred and. ten 4 
{ten 1 over a flat country. 


One of our conduftors ſent us this evening, in 
the name of the old Mandarin of Chan-tong, two 
red furred cloaks for the Ambaſſador and me, 
and twenty-ſeven other peliſes for the reſt of the 
gentlemen and perſons of our ſuite. Every one 
of us heartily welcomed a preſent of the value 
of which we were made highly ſenſible by the 
cold, which was become very ſevere, * 
in the poning 


Our lodgings and _ were here equally 
bad, 10 


M 4 7th. 
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oth. We ſet off at three o'clock in the morn- 
ing by moon-light, which enabled us to ſee that 
the city of Hien- chen was in very bad condition, 
and that in every part of it houſes of baked clay 
were lying in ruins upon the ground, 


At three quarters paſt eight we reached He 
tien fou, where we were received in a public 
edifice, the grandeur of which infpired the mind 
with awe. Breakfaſt and a change of Coulis were 
the occaſion of this halt. Notwithſtanding the 
beauty of this edifice, the town is rather a heap 
of ruins than an inhabited place ; and although 
it is claſſed among the cities of the firſt rank, not 
a quarter of the ſpace it occupies is built upon. 


I was deſirous of knowing the cauſe of its 
being in this deſerted ſtate, and was told, that at 
the time of the great inundations which did ſo 
much damage in the province during the pre- 
ceding year, this town had been nerd, and 
bad ſuffered exceedingly. ao 


At eleven o'clock we vrocentiad on our 
journey, and met with ſeveral pagodas entirely | 
uiſguins. Several rivers and ſtreams interſected 


our route till eleyen o'clock, when we came to 
dix | - the 
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the town of Lin-chon-fing, where we took new 
bearers to carry us ſixty li further on. 


It was eight o'clock before we ſet off, We 
paſſed a lake of conſiderable extent, in the 
midſt of which the road paſſes in a ſtraight 


line, which takes an hour and a half's good 


walking. In that ſpace we paſſed over nine 
ſtone bridges, and through a village built upon 
an iſland ſeated in the midſt of the lake. At 
half paſt one in the morning we came to Hiong- 

chen, where, without getting any ſupper, we 
took a little reſt in a miſerable inn, after a day's 
journey of a hundred and eighty . Our gen- 
tlemen not finding a relay of horſes at the laſt 
ſtage, were obliged, in order to get on, to put up 
with common carts, Fortunately our journey. 


draws towards an end, for ſuch fatigue would 


ſoon become inſupportable in ſo ſevere a ſeaſon, 


sth. We ſet off at half paſt four, and paſſed 


through the city of Hiong-chen, which is of conſi- 
derable magnitude, and makes a better appear- 
ance than thoſe that had preceded it. Our road lay 
through a country entirely flat, and at half paſt 
eleven we arrivedat the city of Sin-ching-chen, where 
we were conducted to a moſt wretched public. 
houſe, I refuſed to enter it, in conſequence of 

| which 
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which we turned back, and were carried to a 
handſome public edifice at a little diſtance, 
where his Excellency had already ſtopped; 
becauſe, upon my exprefling a repugnance to 
_ alight at the wretched place where I had arrived 
before the reſt of the party, ſomebody had gone 
to meet his Excellency, in order that he might 
be conducted to that aſylum, 
We took there a diſh of tea and ſome fruit, 
and then, changing our bearers, ſet off again at a 
quarter paſt one, paſſing through the city, which 
was diſtinguiſhed by nothing curious, and was not 
even TE to be Ws ay to a 2 r village. 


We continte our Journey en a flat 
country of little fertility; and at three quarters 
paſt ſix came to the ſuburbs of Tjo-tcheon, where 
we found an excellent Conguan. As to ſupper 
we were obliged to content ourſelves with eggs 
and a little rice. The day's journey was a 
hundred and ten Ji. The other gentlemen, 
thanks to the carts, did not arrive till a little 
before eleven, complaining bitterly of their diſ- 
agreeable vehicles. | 


.gth. At ths o*clock in the morning we 


were again upon the road. We paſſed through 
the 
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the city of 1j#-tcheou, which we judged to be 
very commercial from the great number of ſhops 
it contained. About half way through it was a 
large building, ſtanding over an arched gateway, 
thirty-ſix paces wide in the clear. This is, 
doubtleſs, the place where the commandant. of 
the town takes his ſtation in caſe of an attack, 
in order to extend his view over every quarter, 
and to give his orders in conſequence. After 
leaving the town we paſſed over a handſome 
ſtone bridge, about thirty feet wide, and nine 
hundred and ſixty paces long. In the middle it 
is arched for about two hundred yards, while 
the two ends or extremities have no perceptible 
riſe. Not being able to ſee the ſide of the 
bridge while I was paſſing over it, it was im- 
poſſible for me to count the arches, and the fear 
of loſing time did not permit me to ſtop. 


In the afternoon we paſſed two other bridges, 


alſo of ſtone, one two hundred, the other a hun- 
dred yards long. 


The ground we went over was broken, and of 


a ſterile: appearance, while mountains cloſed our 
proſpect to the weſtward. 


At 
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At half paſt nine we came to Liaug-hiang-cher, 
a very miſerable city, through which we paſſed 
after having ſtopped an hour at a wretched inn 
while waiting for other bearers. Without the 
town is a tower of fix ſtories, the only thing 
worthy of remark. We afterwards paſſed through 
Lo-ko-ki-ou, a place conſiſting of one very long 
ſtreet, full of ſhops. Its numerous population 
announces a great trade. Thence we proceeded 
to the little city Fee-ching-/e, a place of handſome 
eppearance, becauſe its walls, its houſes, and its 
gates are kept in good repair, 


Near this city is a bridge of hewn ſtone of un- 
common beauty. Its length is two hundred and 
fixteen paces, and at each end ſtands an open 
pavilion, the roofs of which are of yellow var- 
niſhed tiles. In the centre of theſe pavilions are 
ſtones bearing inſcriptions in honour of the ar- 
chitect of the bridge. The river, which is very 
wide at this place, was frozen to a great depth. 


A little beyond the bridge is a large and noble 


ſquare edifice, with a double roof, alſo covered 


with yellow varniſhed tiles, and decorated with 
a great number of ornaments. It is a temple 


_ erected by the Emperor to one of the gods by 


whom he thinks himſelf protected. We there 
| met 
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met with whole troops of dromedaries, either 
going towards the capital or returning thence. 
[ had already ſeen a few in the morning, but 
| theſe laſt were exceedingly numerous. Many 
of them were carrying charcoal, but their load 
was ſo ſmall that I was perfectly aſtoniſhed 
at it. 


At ſome diſtance beyond Fee-ching-ſe we paſſed 
a great valley of ſand, where our bearers found 
it very laborious walking. When at the end of 
it, we came to the paved road which continues 
to the gates of Pe-king, that is to ſay, a diſtance 
of fifteen Ii (a league and a half). At the begin- 
ning of the road ſtands a noble triumphal arch 
of ſtone, with three paſſages, magnificently de- 
corated with a variety of ornaments. A little 
on one fide of this gate, and at the fifth from 
the beginning of the road, are two uniform pa- 
vilions, of a ſquare form, double roofed, with 
yellow varniſhed tiles, and ornamented in parts 
with ſculpture well executed and entirely gilt. 
The light of the ſun ſtriking upon the roofs 
produced a ſplendid effect, and reflected the 
moſt brilliant rays from the buildings. They 
are preſerved with the greateſt care. 
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I eſtimate the width of the pavement at thirty 
feet. It is compoſed of maſſes of a heavy and 
hard ſtone, twelve feet long by fourteen inches 
broad, and as much thick. This road is well 
contrived for the continual paſſage of carts car- 
rying heavy loads, and but for its extraordinary 
ſolidity would have been ruined long ago. 


It iis ſcarcely poſſible to imagine the immenſe 
number of dromedaries, horſes, carts, and mules 
we met upon the road, or the ſurpriſing ſenſation 
the whole view excited in our minds. It an- 
nounced in the moſt ſtriking manner the vicinage 
of the Imperial reſidence. 


At three o'clock, being at no great diſtance 
from the city, we were taken into a pagoda, 
to wait for the return of our conductors, who 
had gone on the evening before to inform the 
Prime Miniſter of our approach. Our conduc- 
tors not returning after the lapſe of an hour, we 
were again ſeated in our palanquins in order to 
proceed. We obſerved on the road fide, at a 
ſmall diſtance from the gate, an octagonal tower, 
divided into two portions, the lower of which 
conſiſted of only one ſtory, while the upper one 
was of thirteen, a mode of conſtruction alto- 


gether novel to me. 
At 


* © 8 
bg 
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At half paſt four we came to the gate of the 
ſuburbs: of Pe- ting. On entering them I was 
ſurprized to find that the ſtreet was without 
any pavement, while there was ſo fine a one in 
the highway without. This ſtreet, which runs 


in a ſtraight line, is more than a hundred feet 
wide. 
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The houſes, which ſtand on both ſides, are 
equally deſtitute of regularity in form and po- 
ſition z and the very ſmall number of handſome 


ſhops to be met with frequently ſtand next to 
miſerable hovels. 


After having proceeded along this ſtreet for 
about three quarters of an hour in an eaſtern di- 
rection, and having followed another that turned 
off to the north for about ten minutes, we ar- 
rived at the gate of the city of Chuy-ting-fou, or 
Pe-king, ſometimes called alſo King-tching. The 
ſuburbs are called Agauy-/au-tching. 


The gate of Pe-king, like that of its ſuburbs, is 
guarded externally by a baſtion of ſemi=circular 
form, the paſſage through which is defended by 
four very ſtrong gates, thickly plated with iron, 
and occurring in the ſpace of twenty-four yards, 
that being the thickneſs of the baſtion. 
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The entrance of the city 'itſelf, through the 
ramparts, is, on the contrary, only protected by a 
ſingle door plated with iron, though the length 
of the paſſage isno leſs than thirty paces. Above 
the ramparts, at the place where they overlook 


- the entrance of the city, is an edifice of the form 


of an oblong ſquare, of three ſtories, and, ac- 
cording to my eſtimate, of at leaſt fixty feet in 
breadth. -Each ſtory has twelve ſmall embra- 


fares for cannon. 

We had not proceeded far through this gate 
when the Coulis ſet us down in the ſtreet, no 
doubt to wait for orders as to the place whither 
we were to be conveyed : this at leaſt I thought 
J perceived to be the caſe. In effect ſuch 
orders came a few minutes afterwards, directing 
us to be taken back to the ſuburbs, which was 
accordingly done. As ſoon as we got out of the 
town the gates were ſhut upon us, as is con- 
ſtantly the cuſtom at ſun-ſet, 


We were carried a little way beyond the 
gates of the city to a Conguan or public-houſe 
generally frequented by carmen, ſome of whoſe 
horſes we perceived already in the ſtables. In- 
dignant at treatment ſo little conformable to 


the character of an Ambaſſador, and finding 
his 


>, 
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his Excellency impreſſed with the ſame ſenti- 
ment, I inſiſted on being carried to better lodg- 
ings, but was told in anſwer that no better were 
to be had. 


Shortly after two of the Mandarins, our con- 
ductors, came to tell us that they had announced 
our arrival to the Prime Miniſter ; that lodgings 
were prepared for us in the city, but that we 
could not occupy them till the next day, becauſe 
the gates were ſhut. 


They made us many apologies for the badneſs 
of our inn, aſſuring us that it was impoſſible to 
find another in all the ſuburbs, and adducing, as 
a proof of their aſſertions, the neceſſity they were 
under of taking refuge there themſelves. We 
were conſequently obliged to ſubmit. 


The Mandarins ordered ſome viands to be 
brought us cooked in the Chineſe way, but we 
_ contented ourſelves with a little fruit; and, 
after a day's journey of more than a hundred 
and twenty /i (twelve leagues), found ourſelves 
obliged ta ſleep in our clothes upon the floor. 
Uur other gentlemen were.not more fortunate in 
tzeir way of paſling the night. 


Vor, I. N Thus, 


— 
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Thus, on our arrival at the celebrated reſi- 
dence of the Emperor, were we lodged in a kind 
of ſtable ! Who could have expected ſuch an 
adventure! No where, in the whole courſe of 
our journey by land, did we experience ſo many 
inconveniences as in the province of Tche-/i. 

. toth. Early in the morning all the perſons 
attached to the Embaſſy, who alſo put up laſt 
night at a ſtable, to ſay nothing of the two pre- 
ceding ones, which they paſſed in carts, came to 
Join us. As ſoon as the gates were open our 
conductors went again into town, and returned 
at nine o'clock; bringing with them carts for his 
Excellency and me. They begged us to get in that 
we might be conveyed to our proper lodgings, 
whither the reſt of the perſons of the Embaſſy 
would repair in the carts in which they had tra- 
velled. We accordingly ſeated ourſelves in our 
new vehicles, | 


They are only intended to carry a fingle 
perſon. The outſide is neat and covered with 
cloth, and in the fides are little windows, by 
means of which the perſon within can ſee every 
thing while fitting on a cuſhion laid in the 
bottom of the carriage, rere to the Chineſe 
cuſtom. 


Thus 
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Thus ſeated we were carried through the 
city, followed by the whole diplomatic train. 
The ſtreet, which is as wide as that of the 
ſuburbs, is paved in the middle for the width of 
about thirty feet. The houſes are only one or 
at moſt two ſtories high, agreeably to the uſage 
in China, and like thoſe of the ſuburb are not 
built in a regular line, which hurts the eye ex- 
ceedingly; but this alſo is a Chineſe prejudice, 


In general, however, the houſes in the city 


have a reſpeQability- of appearance of which 
thoſe in the ſuburbs cannot boaſt, and there are 
even ſhops of which the fronts are decorated 
with carvings or ſculpture in wood or ſtone, 
and gilt or varniſhed from top to bottom. 
The ſtreet, even in the parts that were not 
paved, was covered with tents, under which 
the ſhopkeepers diſplayed all that the loom can 
produce, as well as proviſions and goods of every 
other kind, which gave it, to us, exactly the ap- 
pearance of a fair; and the great concourſe of 
people, aſſembled. in European towns on ſuch 
occaſions, is an additional trait of reſemblance. 
Ibis ſpectacle, the noiſe of carriages, horſes, 


mules, and dromedaries; the aſſemblage of ſo. 


many men and animals ; the appearance of new 
dreſſes, manners, and faces; every thing, in 
N 2 ſhort, 


— ante oxen _ — 
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ſhort, put in its claim upon my curioſity, and 
captivated my attention. 


After driving for a quarter of an hour with con- 
ſiderable rapidity, we paſſed a noble ſtone bridge 
of five arches, built over a ſpot where the water 
was frozen. From this bridge we had a fine 


view of part of the edifices compoſing the Im- 


perial palace, which was at no great diſtance, 
and through which the water under the bridge 
takes its courſe. A few minutes after quitting 
this bridge, at each end of which is a large and 
handſome triumphal arch, built of wood, with 
three gateways, our little carts ſtopped in a 
narrow ſtreet, where our lodgings were ſituated. 
We were immediately going to alight, but were 
requeſted to wait in our carriages becauſe the 


| houſe was in confuſion, there not having been time 
to put it in order. We were ſtrangely aſtoniſhed 


at this propoſition, and were again obliged to 
recur to our great remedy—patience. 


After waiting an hour we were requeſted to 
alight and walk into the houſe. We found it 
paſſable, and pretty well laid out, but in the 
Chineſe way, that is to ſay, all divided into little 
apartments, and, beſides, badly ſwept, and co- 


vered with duſt. As ſoon as each of us knew 
what 
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what apartment he was to occupy the ſervants 
were employed in making them more decent, 
and in cleaning the floors and benches. We 
had mats laid over the former, which were of 
ſtone, but in the mean time we ſuffered much 
from the ſeverity of the cold, and although we 
expreſſed our ſenſibility in that reſpeCt, it was an 
age before we could obtain a little fire, or 
procure the other things that we were moſt in 
want of, Nothing was to be found without a 
great deal of trouble, and upon our expreſſing 
our aſtoniſhment at this want of preparation, 
the apology was that we were not expected 
before New Year's Day. Such was the conſe- 
quences of a letter diſpatched by our firſt con- 
ductor to the YVoo-tchong-tang, ten or twelve days 
ago, in which he told him, that being overtaken 
by bad weather, it was probable our journey to 
Pe- king could not be brought to a termination by 
the appointed time. The arrangemept of our 
lodgings had therefore been deferred. It ſeems, 
however, that as we were expected, it would 
have been more prudent and more decent at the 
ſame time not to have put it off till the laſt 
moment. On the other hand it muſt be con- 
feſſed that two hours ſuffice to arrange every 
thing in a Chineſe houſe, and they had no idea 
of preparing it for us in the European faſhion. 
'N3 Not- 
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Notwithſtanding all we ſuffered from the cold, 
we were obliged with our own hands to put every 
thing in order that we wiſhed to be fo. 


One thing remarkably fortunate is our all 
arriving at Pe-king in good health. A ſtrong 
argument may be thence drawn in favour 


of our conſtitutions, ſince they reſiſted ſuch 


ſevere and ſuch long continued fatigue. 
Our five gentlemen, and M. Petit-Pierre, the 
mechaniſt, travelled from a hundred and twenty 
to a hundred and eighty / (from twelve to eigh- 
teen leagues) a day for eighteen days ſucceſſively 
on horſes, whoſe frequent falls kept them in con- 
tinual fear of breaking an arm or a leg. There 
being afterwards a want of horſes, they were 
obliged to travel in carts, too ſhort for them to 
lie down, and too narrow to hold two perſons, 
though two were often obliged to get into them, 
becauſe the number of individuals exceeded that 
of the carts, of which the only covering conſiſted 
of a mat of bamboo, Add to this an encrealing 
intenſity of cold, both becauſe we were going 
northward, and becauſe the winter ſeaſon ad- 


vanced; and ſome judgment may be formed of 


the cruel hardſhip of ſetting off at ſo early an 
hour of the” morning, eſpecially at the end of 


our: journey, Which was hurried on more than 
0 the 
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the preceding part. One week more, and we 
ſhould. probably have been the victims of ſick» 
neſs, or at leaſt of conſiderable indiſpoſition; for 
every one of us already diſcoyered ſymptoms of 
an impaired ſtate of health, though none of us 
were. poſitiyely ill. Ihe want of reſt, the change 
of aliments, and. the privation of thoſe which 
long habit had rendered neceſſary to us, had 
diminiſhed the corpulence of the whole party. 
Jo give a better idea, of this, I can truly ſay that 
the circumference of. my bags, was diminiſhed at 
leaſt five inches. Nie: 

Than ks to bim — 2 watches over every thing; 
not one of thoſe is miſſing at the ultimate period 
of our deſtination who ſet off with the hope of 
reaching it; 


My. obſervation applies alſo to our Chineſe 


ſervants, for they are till more ſenſible of cold 


than Europeans ; and as their ears are particu- 
larly ſubject to be froſt bitten, theſe inhabitants 
of the ſouth have wiſely imitated the example of 
their northern countrymen, by covering them 
with caps lined with fur. They took this pre- 
caution from our firſt entrance into the province 
of Clau-tong, and by theſe means preſerved the 
organ of hearing from all accident. 


N 4 As 


4. 
— — 
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As it was preſumed that we ſhould have ng 
dinner cooked, a great number of diſhes were 
brought from the Imperial kitchen, which al- 
layed our hunger while our little arrangements 
were making, and victuals were providing. As 
a ſpecimen of the latter, the viands that were to 


compoſe our fopper were nr us immedi- 
ately after. 


Chairs, tables, and a kind of braſiers to warm 
our apartments, according to the cuſtom of the 
country, were alſo brought us. By means of 
theſe ſuccours, we were enabled to wait with- 
out impatience for the hour of repoſe. 


U 


In the afternoon we received the individual 
congratulation of ſeveral Mandarins upon our 
arrival, and our firſt conductor came to acquaint 
us, on the part of the Prime Miniſter, that his 
Imperial Majeſty would on the 12th receive his 
Excellency and me, as well as all the perſons of 
the ſuite, and that we muſt all keep ourſelves in 
readineſs againſt that day. 


At an early hour we took a light ſupper, and 
then retired to reſt, in order to overcome our 
fatigue by a ſound and grateful ſleep, an enjoy- 
ment we had been deprived of ever ſince we had 

I ceaſed 


* 


5 
1 
| 
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ceaſed to travel by water, and conſequently for n 
a W 8 month. | if 
11th. His Majeſty ſent a fine ſturgeon by two | i 
principal Mandarins as a preſent to the Ambaſ- ll 
ſador. It was at leaſt twelve feet long, weighed ul 
two hundred pounds, and was entirely frozen. 1 
It was a mark of diſtinguiſhed favour, that fiſh _ 1 
being reſerved for the Emperor, and ſuch of his {1 
favourites as eat it receiving it from him. Great 1 
care was taken to relate to us all theſe particu- 9 
lars, and to add, that his Majeſty treated us 1 
more favourably than the Engliſh who came laſt | 1 
year to Pe- king, ſince ſo ſignal an honour was 1 


never conferred upon them. According to the 
cuſtom of the country, his Excellency and I per- | 
formed the ſalute of honour to the Emperor, by . i 
way of expreſling our gratitude both for his at- F 
tention and his magnificent preſent: = 


to 


4+ 

In the morning, ſeveral other principal Man- 1 
darins came to remind us again that it was the 9 
Emperor's deſire to ſee us the next day, and to 1 
tell us to repair in conſequence to the palace at | 
hive o'clock in the morning. As the greater ö 5 
part of our baggage was not arrived, and none [1 
of our gentlemen had with them proper clothes J 
ih 


n 


—— . — . — 
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to appear in, we isn the Mandarins of 
theſe circumſtances, and requeſted that, in con- 
fideration of the preſent deplorable ſtate of their 
wardrobe, they might be excufed from attend- 
ing us to court. This reaſon, however plauſible, 
had no effect. The Mandarins made anſwer, 
that bis Imperial Majeſty was well acquainted 
with our ſituation; that he did not want to ſee our 
clothes, but our perſons, in order to be fully con- 
vinced that we enjoyed perfect health after ſo 
fatiguing a journey, and that he required us all to 
appear at court. Seeing no means of eluding 
this requeſt, we at laſt promiſed that we would 
all ſhew ourſelves, and with this aflurance the 
- Mandarins retired well ſatisfied. 


. Afterwards came other Mandarins in the name 
of the Foo-1chang-tang, or Prime Miniſter, to aſk 
for a French tranſlation of the letter written by 
the Commiſſaries General of Batavia to the 
Emperor. I made one, as well as of the liſt of 
preſents, and both were given to our firſt con · 
ductor, in order to their being delivered to the 
Prime Miniſter. Probably it was intended to 
have this tranſlation tranſlated into Chineſe by the 
French Miſſionaries at Pe-king, in order to com- 


pare it with that which the merchants of Canton 
made 
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made after my Engliſh verſion, and which was 
annexed to the duplicate ſent from Batavia, and 
forwarded by the Liongetou. 


From all theſe facts an inference may be drawn 
of the fear entertained by the depoſitaries of the 
public authority in regard to the real contents 
of the letter, and at the ſame. time this fear is 
a proof of their conviction that reaſons of com- 
plaint exiſt, ſince they are ſo much in dread of a 
complaint being made. 


We lived again very abſtemiouſly this day; 
for little or nothing was to be got. Our provi 
ſions were brought ſo late, that we did not dine 
till the afternoon was far advanced. We found 


beſides that our repaſt in the capital was full as 


bad as upon the road. Every moment we have 
treſh cauſe of aſtoniſhment, and new reaſons to 
perceive how very erroneous were the opinions 
we had formed of the Chineſe nation. 


This morning at five o'clock we repaired in 
carts, and eſcorted by ſeveral Mandarins, to the 
palace, which I was ſurpriſed to find at only a 


ſew minutes walk from our hotel. We were 


deſired to alight in the ſquare in front of the 
welt gate. As it was exceedingly cold, we were 
not 


ny — 


— ng — wn 
Ws - 


2»; wo — 


r 0 = 
£26 e y— — 


— x cn — = 
CO 


: 
N 
4 
1 
3 
4 
35 
. 
1 
Li 
. 
. 
| 
+ 
44 
47 
# 
1 
14 
. 1 
„ 0 
* 14 
C 4 
4 
— | 
A. 59 
q $ 
* „ 
0 $ 
_ . 
HE 
| : 
oo. 
. 
3] 4 
5+ 3 
N. * 
945 I 
#431 
* F 
L +432 
1 
1 
11 if 
14 
: 
3: 1 
11 90 
** | ,* 1 
: i 
r 
»» SS 2 
. 
$ . 
; N 
+ 4 ÞJ * 
N +3 L 
_—_ 
= 14 4 
1 
1 
& : 
* OY | 
114 k 
1 
11 
1 
4 IL 
3 
-* 45+. 
23 1 £ 
47 [1 
» A 
1.8 
ls 4 
1 
v 4 
p 
i* 3 
_—_— 
1 
q4 1} N 
141 
44 
* % 
=. 
ba [ 
. 
14 
1 [ f 
i 
. 
; 
1 o 
1 
bt 
* 
4 2 


5 
1 
{A 
3, 
1 
* 
5 
0 
+] 
- 
_ 
| hd 
1 
1 
* 
* 
FH 
1 
by | 4 
of | 
- 
1 
41 
by 
J 


15 
+ 
by 
1 
_ 
* 
£ . 
1 
3 
1 i 
11 
3 5 
a Rf - 
1 Ry 
is 
1 
7 
"= 
* 


x83 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 


not kept waiting in the open air according to 
the uſual etiquette, but were conducted to a 
ſmall apartment, which had been previouſly 
warmed, and with the mean appearance of 
which we were much ſtruck. At-a quarter paſt 
fix we were carried back to the ſquare to wait 
for the arrival of the Emperor, to whom, while 
on his way, we were to preſent the addreſs ſent 
from Batavia by the Commiſſaries General of 
the Dutch Company. This part of the cere- 
monial was alſo a ſubject of ſurprize, becauſe we 
expected to deliver the letter in one of the rooms 
of the palace. TY be 


At leaſt twenty times were we made to change 
our place and fituation, being conſtantly ſur- 
rounded by an infmite number of fpeCtators. In 
the midſt of theſe were alſo the numerous Am- 


baſfadors of ſeveral nations bordering upon the 


Empire; that is to ſay, 'of Corea, of Thibet, and 
of the Mogul and Manchoo Tartars, who crouded 
round us with a curioſity as great as that of the 
Chineſe. In the prefs was a conſiderable num 
ber of Mandarins, diſtinguiſhed by their particu- 
kr dreſſes and different #/jgnia. I confeſs I was 
much ſtruck; both with the concourſe of curious 
fpeQators, and with the confuſion that prevailed 


among them to ſuch a degree, that any one 
might 
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might have imagined himſelf in the midſt of a 


ſavage nation, that had never entertained the leaſt 


idea of civilization. It was then that [I recolletted 


the boaſted tribunal of the Lov, or of rites 
and uſages, and that I aſked myſelf, upon ſeeing 
no ſigns of order, but a real chaos, on what occa- 
fion it was that it exerciſed its punctilious and 


rigid influence? A fine ſubject for reflection, if 


we had not been freezing, while gazing on the 
ſcene, 


A man muſt have been witneſs to ſuch an oc- 
currence in order to form the leaſt idea of it; 
but from my perſonal experience, I could never 
have believed that things could have been in 


ſuch a ſtate of diſturbance at the court of the 
Chineſe Monarch. | 


At length, after another half hour's expedta- 
tion, the Emperor came from out of the weſt gate 
of the palace, ſeated in a yellow palanquin lined 
with filk, and carried by eight bearers only. 


When his Majeſty approached, we were or- 
dered to kneel down, the Ambaſſador holding up 
with both hands the gilt box. in which was the 
addreſs for the Monarch. When he had advanced 

4 far as us, the Emperor made his bearers ſtop, 
and 


190 ' VOYAGE or THE DUTCH | 


and the Fok-lio-tayen, or Second Miniſter, who 
was walking by the fide of the palanquin, came 
and took the box from. the hands of his Excel- 
lency, and carried it to the Emperor. On this 
we all performed the ſalute of honour, by bow- 
ing the head three times to the ground three 
times over. | 


The falute being finiſhed, his Majeſty ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the Ambaſſador, enquired after 
his health, and that of all the perſons of his 
ſuite, aſked the age of our Prince, that of the 
Ambaſſador, and, laſtly, whether we did not ſuffer 
from the cold, probably becauſe he was ſurpriſed 
at not ſeeing us in furred clothes. The Ambaſla- 
dor's anſwers being conveyed to him through the 
medium of the Interpreter, the bearers proceeded, 
and we made a fingle inclination of the head, 


after which we aroſe, 


The' Emperor was carried ſtraight forward 
to the weſtward, into a garden belonging 
to his palace, where there is a very large 
pond, and whither we were conducted on foot, 
in the midſt of the croud, and with ſuch ra- 
pidity, that it was the next thing to running. 
Each of us was taken under the arm by a Man- 


darin, and dragged along in a manner which, 
In 


in our country, would be conſidered as charac- 


teriſtic of the greateſt incivility and rudeneſs, 
though here it could only be regarded as a teſti- 


mony of zeal and attention. 


When his Imperial Majeſty came to the edge 


of the pond, he got out of his chair or palanquin, 


and ſeated himſelf in an armed chair placed 
upon a fled. This fled, trimmed with a yellow 
ſtuff, and loaded with ornaments, particularly 


with gilt dragons on its ſides, paſſed over the 


ice to the other ſide of the pond, whence his 
Majeſty and his two Miniſters repaired into a 


ſaloon to breakfaſt, and expedite certain affairs 
of ſtate, | | 


We alſo were taken to an apartment, where 
his Majeſty had ordered breakfaſt to be pre- 


pared for us. It was fo wretched a place, that 


if a fimilar one had been propoſed to us during 
our journey, we ſhould ſcarcely have deigned to 
accept it. We were then deſired to fit down 
upon cuſhions on the floor, by the fide of little 
tables, like the Chineſe ; but this being evi- 
dently inconvenient to us from want of habit, we 
were conducted to a pavilion of handſome ap- 
pearance, ſituated in a walled garden. There 
we were put into a little room, hardly better 


4 - than 
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than that we had left; but at any rate it con- 
tained benches and old tables, on which we ſet 
our breakfaſt. 


The paper panes in the windows inſtead of 
glaſs intercepting the light, candles were brought 
in. The candleſticks were clumſy wooden ones, 
and the reſt of the furniture was ſuch as exactly 
to remind us of a guard-houſe in our own 
country. 


On looking around us, we were ſtruck with 
the greateſt aſtoniſhment, of which we only got 
the better to reflect, that being received in ſuch 
apartments in the Imperial palace, we had had 
kttle reaſon to complain of the bad lodgings to 
which we had fometimes been taken on the road. 
We concluded alſo, upon making the ſame 
compariſon, that the hotel in which we were 
lodged at Pe-king was a magnificent place of 
abode. This picture will perhaps accord ill with 
the brilliant accounts that the Miſſionaries have 
ſent to Europe of this capital, and of the palace 
of the Emperor; but I paint what I ſee, and 
what ([ repeat it again) I ſo little expected to 
ſee, that nothing but by own eyes could have 
convinced me of its reality. | 


„ 


Alfter 
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After breakfaſt, during which his Majeſty 
twice ſent us delicacies from his own table, a 
proof of our being very high in his good graces, 
we were cartied back again over the ice, on 
which we found a great number of people 
ſkating. Their ſkates only differ from thoſe of 
Europe in this, that inſtead of terminating before 
in a curve, they have at their extremity a piece 
of iron ſtanding up at a right angle. 


As the Chineſe had heard that our gentlemen 
knew how to ſkate, ſeveral Mandarins of conſe- 
quence inſiſted upon one of our ſervants going 
to fetch their ſkates. When they were brought, 
Meſſrs. Van Braam and Dozy got upon the ice, 
and gave the Mandarins, and afterwards the 
Emperor himſelf, a ſpecimen of the European 
mode of ſkating. They were much admired, 
and attracted a great concourſe of ſpectators. 

After we had remained half an hour upon the 
ice, his Majeſty came and ſeated himſelf upon 
the fled, which again croſſed the pond. I per- 
ceived that he gave orders for our being placed 
war him, that we might have a better view 
of the performances of the ſkaters. At the ſame 
inſtant a whole troop of theſe came from a con- 
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ſiderable diſtance, running directly towards the 
Emperor; and, as if they had not the art of 
ſtopping themſelves with their heels, as Euro- 
peans do when going at full ſpeed, theſe Chi- 
neſe, unable to check their rapidity, let them- 
felves fall upon the ice as ſoon as they came 
cloſe up to the ſled, in order that they might not 
run over the Emperor, When the race of the 
firſt body of ſkaters was over, the fled was drawn 
to another place, where a gate made of bamboo 
had been erected, having a leathern ball ſuſpended 
in the centre. Here again care was taken to place 
us cloſe to the Emperor, that we might ſee every 
thing without obſtacle, his Majeſty turning his 
head round repeatedly to look at us. 


Preſently we ſaw ſoldiers approach, two by 
two, who ſkated over the ice with bows and 
arrows in their hands, and ſhot, one at the 
leathern ball, and the other at a kind of hat, of 
leather alſo, laid upon the ice at a little diſtance 
from the gate. They were followed by a com- 
pany of little boys, armed likewiſe with bows 
and arrows, of which they made the ſame uſe as 
the ſoldiers. This exerciſe was performed with 
great order, and almoſt all were dexterons 
enough to hit the mark, though they moved with 

£2 great 
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great rapidity, and put themſelyes into all the 
elegant attitudes of European archers. The 
children ſhewed particular dexterity. 


While this diverſion was going on, I had an 
opportunity of obſerving that the pond we were 
ſtanding on 1s a continuation of the water over 
which the noble bridge is built that we paſſed 


the day before yeſterday. It was in ſight of us, 


as well as ſeveral other diſtinct edifices, that are 
dependencies of the palace. In the midſt of the 
pond is a ſmall rocky iſland, with a handſome 
hexagonal pavilion upon it, whither the Em- 
peror ſometimes goes, during the ſummer, to 
amuſe himſelf with fiſhing. 


Theſe fingular exerciſes being at an end, his 
Majeſty returned to the palace, through which 
we paſſed with the croud, in order to go and 
pay our reſpects to the Yoo-1chong-tang, who, as 


Preſident of the Tribunal of Adminiſtration, has, 


within the walls of the palace, and in the edifice 
ſet apart for the courts of juſtice, a variety of 
apartments, in which he gives audience, accord- 
ing to the rank of- the perſons introduced, while 
for his family and houſehold he has a private 
hotel, ſituated without the Pprecintts of the Im- 
perial abode. | 
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We were introduced to this Mandarin, 
by whom we were very kindly received. 
He enquired after the health of each of us, 
aſked if our laborious journey had not fatigued 
us, and if we did not feel cold without furred 
clothes. 


After our anſwers had been conveyed to him 
through the medium of M. Agie, we took our 
leave, and were conducted back to our hotel, 
where we arrived at ten o'clock. The Imperial 
palace, which contains within its inner walls 
the buildings appropriated to the Six Tribunals 
of the Empire; namely, 1. that of the Lyn, or 
Adminiſtration of the Regency of State ; 2. that 
of the Hou. hou, or Treaſury ; 3. that of the Lion, 
or of Kites and Ceremonies ; 4. that of the Ping- 
fou, or Military Council; 5. that of the Hong hon, 
or of Juſtice ; and, laſtly, that of the Cong-/ou, 
or of General Police, is in itſelf a fort of little 
city, ſurrounded with a very lofty wall, through 
which there are a variety of gates. 


In the interior of the palace there are hundreds 
of edifices, which make a magnificent appear- 
ance on the outſide, and which are ornamented 
with pieces of ſculpture. Theſe buildings are 


beſide richly gilt, and farther embelliſhed by a 
| red 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—5. 197 


red or green varniſh of the Japan kind. The 


roofs are covered with yellow tiles. 


Through the palace runs a winding canal, 
which is viſible in ſome places, while in 
others it diſappears under the buildings. The 


paſſages and the ſquares are all neatly paved 


with hewn ſtone. We perceived at a diſtance 
other edifices, in no reſpect inferior to theſe as to 
external beauty; but we alſo ſaw, in paſſing 
along ſeveral places, and between great maſſes 
of building, the moſt miſerable hovels and heaps 
of dirt, which were ill concealed by walls. The 


apartments in which we were received by the firſt 


Miniſter were far from anſwering to the import- 
ance of ſo great a man. The rooms are ſo ſmall, 
that there is not a common tradeſman's houſe in 
Holland which does not contain handſomer and 


more ſpacious apartments; and they were ſo full 


of people of all ranks, that it was not without 
difficulty that we made our way through them. 
Nor was any great decorum preſerved ; maſters 
and ſervants were ſtanding promiſcuouſly ; and 
the latter, that they might the better gratify 
their curioſity by a ſight of us, puſhed aſide the 
Mandarins without ceremony, and placed them- 


ſelves before them. Every thing we ſaw ap- 
peared to us inconceivable, and would no doubt 
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have ſeemed fo to any one who could have been 
witneſs of this aſſemblage. 


The gate of the palace through which we 
entered is itſelf a large building with three paſ- 
ſages, the middle one being the wideſt and moſt 
lofty. Each paſſage has a wooden door ſtrength- 
ened by plates of iron, with yellow braſs knobs 
upon them, placed at about fourteen inches 
from one another, and diſpoſed in the ſame order 
as the ſquares of a cheſs-board. Theſe doors, 
and in general thoſe of all the Imperial buildings, 
are painted red, and in all of them the middle 
paſſage is reſerved for the Emperor alone, while 
thoſe on the ſides are for the Mandarins and pri- 
vate individuals, The length of the paſſage 
under the gate-way is forty-two of my paces, and 
is very handſomely arched over head. Upon 

the rampart over the gate is a building in the 

form of an oblong ſquare, two ſtories high, and 
reſembling in its conſtruction, roof, and orna- 
ments, thoſe of the interior of the palace. 


On coming out of this paſſage, we found our- 
ſelves in a vaſt ſquare, paved and ſurrounded by 
buildings erected without the leaſt regard to 
order -or regularity. Each of theſe buildings, 


ſome of which are dependencies of the chief 
tribunals, 
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tribunals, is ſurrounded with its own wall. Two 
only on the left hand of the entrance have their 


fagades and windows looking immediately into 


the ſquare. The walls encloſing theſe different 
buildings form right lines in the interior of the 
palace, each running in the direction of one of 
the four cardinal points of the compals. 


Here I muſt beg leave to add, in regard to 


the exerciſe of the ſkates, of which we were 


this day ſpeCtators, that it takes place annually, 


in preſence of the Emperor. 


It appears alſo that it is the only day on which | 


ſkates are uſed ; for neither before nor after did 1 
ever fee a ſingle ſkater in China, although I have 
often ſeen ſleds at the different times I have been 
upon the ice. 


This afternoon the two pieces of mechaniſm 
intended for the Emperor were brought to us, 
that we might ſee if nothing about them was 
deranged. We found the upper part very 
much damaged, which did not aſtoniſh us, 
ſince once on the road, and in the preſence 
of our Gentlemen, the Coulis let them fall 
upon the frozen ground. As no Mandarin's 
ſervant has taken the leaſt care of them, 
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we have reaſon to fear leſt all the reſt ſhould 1 
in the ſame ſtate. 


Although we were liable to no reproach in 
this reſpect, the whole having been put into the 
hands of the Mandarins at Canton in the beſt 
order poſſible, and packed up in their preſence, 
it was not the leſs mortifying that ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed prefents, compoſed of the moft finiſhed 
pieces of workmanſhip (as fheir deſcription in 
the ſupplement and the drawings will ſhew), 
ſhould be no longer in a preſentable ſtate. It is 
true our inechaniſt declared that he was able to 
repair them; but we were in doubt if our ſtay 
would be ſufficiently long for him to have time 
to finiſh the job. We therefore reſolved to be 
guided by circumſtances. | 


13th. At four o'clock in the morning the 
Lingua came to wake the Ambaſſador and me, 
in order that we might repair to the palace, the 
Emperor having given orders that we ſhould be 
conducted to the houſes of the Second Miniſter 
and the other grandees of the palace. We got ready 
accordingly, and ſet off for court at half paſt ſix. 
We were taken into a private room, to wait till the 
Fok-lio-tayen, or Second Miniſter, ſhould make 


his appearance in the audience chamber. An 
| hour 


Wes 
3 
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hour and an half after we were introduced. We 
ſaluted him with a genuflexion, as we had done 
yeſterday at the Prime Miniſter's. He received 
us in a gracious manner, although there was 
ſomething haughty in his demeanour. Like the 
Emperor and the Yoo-7chong-tang, he ſpoke to us 
of our health, of the journey, and of our ſuffer- 


ings from the cold. M. Agie conveyed to him 


our anſwers, after which we took our leave. 

Thence we went to the houſe of the Y-7ay-en, 
whom we found exceedingly affable, and whoſe 
hair indicated a very advanced time of life. He 
had formerly been Hou-pou at Canton. We were 
next to have been conducted to a brother of the 
Emperor, but as ſome engagement prevented his 
receiving us, he ſent us a meſſage expreſſive of 
his regret, after which we were conducted back 
to our lodgings, 


"Theſe viſits carried us through a great part of 
the palace, and gave us an opportunity of re- 
marking how little the interior of the buildings 
correſponds with the outlide. The little apart- 
ment in which we firſt waited was ſo plain, and 
ſo deſtitute of ornament, that we could hardly 
perſuade onrſelves that we were in the Imperial 
palace, In going through ſome narrow paſſages, 
we 
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we obſerved edifices in bad condition, and much 
more calculated to indicate the abode of poverty 
than that of a great monarch. There was no 
end to my aſtoniſhment, 


We were treated every where, and upon all 
occaſions, with politeneſs and attention. His 
Majeſty even ſent two Mandarins this morning to 
enquire in his name after the health of the Am- 
baſſador and that of all the perſons of the Em- 
baſſy. I heard every moment that the old Mo- 
narch was very well ſatisfied with us, as well as 
the Prime Miniſter, and that as to myſelf in par- 
ticular, I had the good fortune to exhibit a phy- 
ſiognomy and a demeanour which captivated their 
good will, I was told beſides, that we ſtood 
very much above the Engliſh in the opinion of 
the Sovereign and the Yoo-r1chong-tang; and 
all theſe particulars were accompanied with | 
further compliments. I truſt the reader will 
_ excuſe thoſe which I have juſt related, and which 
my veracity forbade me to ſacrifice to a falſe 
ſenſe of ſhame, becauſe I am in reality no more 
here than the Hiſtorian of the Embaſly. 


The perſons from whom we received theſe 
pleaſing reports gave us reaſon to hope for 
Rill more diſtinguiſhed marks of favour, and 

aſſured 
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aſſured us that we ſhould have an opportunity of 


ſeeing things that no foreigner as yet had ever 
beheld. Our deſire to enlighten Europe by our 
obſervations on what is moſt remarkable in 
China made this information highly agreeable. 


While we were out upon our viſits this morn- 
ing I met::.at the Imperial palace one of the 
Portugueſe Miſſionaries, an old man with a long 
grey beard, I had hardly time to ſalute him, 
becauſe in haſte' to go to the audience of the 
Miniſter ; and I was very ſorry for it. Our meet- 
ing was ſo unexpected, that I did not even 
think of aſking where I could ſee him again, a 
thing which J am fearful the Chineſe will en- 
deavour to prevent. 


A little after twelve o'clock one of the princi- 
pal eunuchs of the court, of the rank of- a great 
Mandarin, came - to enquire in the name of the 
Prime Miniſter after the health of the Ambaſſador 
and me. As our dinner was juſt putting on the 
table, he expreſſed a deſire to ſee us eat, and was 
invited by us to ſatisfy his curiofity. Nothing 
eſcaped his obſervation, Having feen his Ex- 
cellency drink half a ſmall glafs of brandy to 
ſupply the want of our wine, which was not yet 
arrived, he alſo taſted it, and aſked for one of 
our 
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our plates of Engliſh manufacture, a little brandy, 
and a couple of biſcuits, which he wiſhed to 
prefent to the Yoo-rchong-tang. He returned us 
tis thanks, and, at the expence of the Engliſh, 
beſtowed great praiſe upon our politeneſs, and 
upon the order obſervable in every thing about 


us. He then took leave, exceedingly well pleaſed 


with the attentions we had ſhewn him. 


. * 168 o 
* „ R 


The Mandarins who came with us were til] 
extremely diſconcerted about the two pieces of 


Mechaniſm. It was evident that they were 


defirous of colouring over their negligence, and 
of throwing the blame upon the mechaniſt, and 
bad packing up; and that they were particularly 
anxious left the truth ſhould. come to the Em- 
peror's ears. Three Chineſe watch-makers in 
the ſervice of the court came to fee if it would 
be poſſible to mend them in a few days, under 
the direction of our mechaniſt; but the latter 
declared that as he could not make them under- 
ſtand him, it was impoſſible for them to be em- 
ployed: He ſaid that it would be neceſſary to 


remove the preſents into one of the apartments 


of the palace, and to procure him his tools, which 
were not yet arrived at Pe- king; and that he 


ſnould then be able to repair every thing, with 


the aſſiſtance of two or three Miſhonaries, who 
had 
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had laſt year helped him to put to rights the 
Engliſh planetarium in the palace of Yuen-ming- 
zen. It was eaſy to perceive that this propo- 
ſition was by no means pleaſing to our conduc» 
tors; for they aſked if we had not brought other 
pieces of mechaniſm that might ſupply the place 
of theſe. We anſwered that we had not, and 
added, that fince our mechaniſt was able to re- 
ſtore them to their primitive ſtate, they would 
be preſented to the Emperor as the moft valuable 
things we had to offer him. They then went 


away, much diſcontented with the bad ſucceſs 
of their attempt. 


This afternoon we had the pleafure of ſeeing 
the reſt of our ſuite arrive; namely, fourteen 
foldiers and ſervants, all of whom had ſuffered 
much from fatigue and the feverity of the feaſon. 
A Malay belonging to the Ambaſſador was in 2 
burning fever and delirious. | | 


sth. A Mandarin coming again to enquire 
into the ſtate of the pieces of mechaniſm, -M. 
Petit Pierre found means, by the aſſiſtance of 
one of our Chineſe ſervants, to make him under- 
ſtand the real canſe of their derangement, and 
the negligence ſhewn by our conductors in that 
reſpect. He told him alfo, that with his tools, 
1 and 
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and the help of the Miſſionaries, he could ma- 


nage to make them as perfect as ever. The 
Mandarin gave him to underſtand that he com- 
prehended the whole buſineſs, and that he was 
going to make a report of it to the Prime Mi- 
niſter, 


In the mean time the day appointed for the deli- 
very of the preſents approached. The mirrors ar- 


. rived this day, without having met with the ſmal- 


leſt accident; but one of the Engliſh lanterns was 
broken, which, however, I replaced by one of 
my own. Two necklaces of pearl and amber, 


that were put into the trunk which contained 
my linen, were not yet arrived. As I refuſed to 


entruſt the key of it to any one, a courier was 
diſpatched to accelerate its conveyance. In the 
afternoon the Emperor ſent us à large yellow 
bag, containing Tartarian grapes of an agreeable 
taſte, but ſmall, and without ſtones. The Man- 
darins told me that theſe grapes being good for 
complaints of the lungs, and his Majeſty having 
remarked that I had ſo bad a cold as to be hardly 
able to articulate, this preſent was a proof of 
his attention and kindneſs. I performed the 


ſalute of honour as a mark of my gratitude, 


making an apology for the Ambaſſador, who 


was confined to his bed by a ſevere head-ach. 
I ſhould 


2 


a- 
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1 ſhould not forget to ſay, that a cuſtom ſtrict- 


ly obſerved among the Chineſe requires every 


one who receives a preſent from his Im- 
perial Majeſty to place it upon a table, and 
to perform the ceremony of adoration before it, 
kneeling and bowing the head thrice to the 
ground three different times over, while leaning 


upon the hands. 


There was fomething however very ſtrange in 
the treatment we met with. On one hand we 
received a great deal of attention, while on the 
other we were kept abſolutely confined to our 
hotel, and watched as if we had been fo many 
prifoners. We could not even find means to 
convey a note to the Miſſionaries. Such of our 
ſervants even as were Chineſe dared not go into 
the ſtreets, and the ſevereſt puniſhment was de- 
nounced againſt any one who ſhould attempt to 
convey us any information. Of this we doubt 


our conductors were the cauſe. They were 


certainly afraid, leſt in our converſations with 
the Miſſionaries we ſhould expoſe the conduct 
of the Mandarins of Canton. All this rendered 
our ſituation diſagreeable and tireſome, and in- 
ſpired us with the ſtrongeſt deſire to return. 
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26th. The young Malay, one of the Ambaſ- 
ſador's ſervants, whoſe arrival in bad health I men- 
tioned on the 14th, died this morning. In the fore- 
noon, the Mandarin who was our third conduc- 
tor, and who remained behind to ſuperintend 
the baggage, arrived at Pe-king. He brought 
with him nothing but three trunks belonging to 
the Ambaſſador and me, and three cafes of wine. 
We had it then in our power, after a month's 
privation, to drink a glaſs of that liquor at our 
meals. We received him very coolly, and every 
one of us aſked him for ſome article or other. 
He anſwered: that the whole would arrive in 
three or four days, but that he had been obliged 
to leave it to the care of two inferior Man- 
darins. His Excellency, through the me- 
dium of M. Agie, reproached him in terms fo 
harſh, that he retired without making an anſwer, 
and without taking leave, Perhaps he was leſs 
blameable than we imagined, ſince it is ſo diffi- 
cult to manage the Coulis, as we ourſelves had 
but too well experienced: but it is the nature of 
man to complain without always conſidering 
whether thoſe to whom he addreſſes his re- 
proaches deſerve them; and woe to the inno- 


cent who is expoſed to this kind of vengeance. 


It is nevertheleſs true, that it is exceedingly 


unpleaſant for our gentlemen to be reduced, 
| 3 from 
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from the want of their trunks, to the ee 
of borrowing linen. 


At the ſame time, the Mandarin to whom 
the care of our hotel was entruſted ſupplied our 
table as ſcantily as poſſible, and with an ever- 

laſting monotony. This conduct was certainly 
unknown to the Prime Miniſter. Inferior Man- 
darins had no doubt made it a means of filling 
their purſe, as the domeſtics of our conduQtors 
did upon our journey, according at leaſt to the 
report of our Chineſe ſervants. But where 
is there a place in the univerſe inacceſſible 
to corruption? Would it not be the ſame thing 
in Europe? And would not every one try to 
avail himſelf of ſuch an opportunity if it ſhould 
come in his way? Let us not then judge too 
ſeverely of the Chineſe, who perhaps would alſo 
tell us in reply, that the ſignal proofs of addreſs 
which they gave in this inſtance were no injury 
to our pockets, ſince the whole of our expences 
were defrayed by the Emperor. 


This evening the body of the unfortunate : 
Malay was taken away and * without the 
city, 
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17th. This morning a preſent of paſtry was 
brought to the Ambaſſador and his company, in 


the name of the Emperor, 


Shortly after, a Mandarin came to aſk for the 
valuable articles which made part of the preſents 
to the Emperor, and which had been entruſted 
to my care. I refuſed to part with them, ſaying 
that I had orders from his Excellency to deliver 
them to the Yoo-tchong-tang in perſon, as had been 
the practice in former Embaſſies. The Man- 
darin, although he expreſſed much diſcontent, 


found it impoſſible to gain his point. 


This afternoon the Lingua came to inform me, 
that the Ambaſſador and I were on the next day 
to deliver the. preſents for the Emperor to the 
Prime Miniſter, I communicated this meſſage 
to his Excellency ; but he was ſo much indiſ- 
poſed with fever, that it was impoſſible for him 
to riſe from his bed. I ſent word of this to the 


Mandarin by the Interpreter, adding that I 


ſhould go to court alone, 


* 


This day we received * more * our - bag- 


gage, and ſome caſes of liquors, but in a moſt 


E ſtate. Out of forty-eight bottles con- 
Th tained 
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tained in one of my caſes, twenty-ſeven were 
broken, and in the others the breakage was in 
the fame Proportion. 


It would be unjuſt to impute this loſs to the 
negligence of our conduttors. In the firſt place, 
the intenſe cold might have acted upon the ſpi- 
rituous liquors, and by freezing them might have 
made them burſt the bottles. Beſides, thoſe 
curſed Conlis frequently let the caſes fall violently . 
upon the ground hardened by the froſt, on pur- 
poſe that the bottles might break and the liquor 
tun out, which rendered their burden ſo much 
the lighter. In would have been impoſſible for 
our conduCtors to attend to every Couli, ſince 
they were ſometimes ſpread over a ſpace of 
more than two leagues. Beſides, I have re- 
peatedly ſaid that no Mancarin is able to controul 
that claſs of men, the very refuſe of the Chineſe 
nation, There is then no remedy but patience. 
The only well-founded reproach we have to 
make our conductors is their having continually 
amuſed us with vain promiſes, which is not leſs 
the faſhion at court. 


As it is not indeed impoſſible, if we knew all, 
that valid excuſes might be 'found for every 
thing that appeared blameable in our conduc- 

£5 tors, 
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tors, I ſhall make it a point to ſay no more N 
the ſubject. 


18th. I repaired alone to the Imperial palace 
before fix o'clock in the morning, earrying with 
me the moſt valuable preſents. I was there 
uſhered mto a miſerable apartment, a compariſon 
with which would difgrace a Dutch guard-houfe, 
though in it I found ſeveral Mandarins, who 
wore in their caps the eminent diſtinction of 
the peacock's feather. At the end of an hour 
and an halt, two principal Mandarins came to 
| aſk me for the preſents, in order to carry them 

to the inner apartments. I delivered them ac- 
cordingly, ſtill remaining in the midſt of a nu- 
merous company. Tea and paſtry were pre- 
ſented to me. 


At nine o'clock I was conducted to the Prime 
Miniſter, to whom, after having made my obei- 
ſance on my knees, I offered an apology for the 
_ Ambaſſador, expreſſive of his regret at his be- 
ing prevented from appearing by want of health. 
He was very polite, and aſked me if we-had a 
good phyſician in our ſuite. To this I anſwered, 
that if the- Ambaſſador ſhould not find himſelf 
better in the evening, I ſhould take the liberty 


of hing pf due of the phyſicians of his High- 
nels. 
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he was pleaſed to attribute it to my being too 
thinly clad. I obſerved that my cold had been 
occaſioned by the journey; and upon his enquiry 
if I took no remedy for it, I told him that I hoped 
I ſhould be able to do without. After a few 
more words, he diſmiſſed me in a very friendly 
manner. He was fitting upon his bed, on ac- 
count of having received a hurt on one of his 


was ſo ſmall, that there was hardly room for fix 
perſons to Rand round his bed. | 


As J was retiring, I found myſelf taken by the 
drm and led into a little room adjoining to that 
of the Prime Minifter. It was the Miſſionary 
whom I had met with in the palace, and who 
had made his. way through a croud of Mandarins 
to accoſt me. Preſenting to him my hand, which 
he eagerly graſped, I told him in Portugueſe, 
that we were exceedingly defirous of ſeeing the 
Miſſionaries at our hotel. He anſwered me; 
We fhall fhortly meet again. I had ſcarcely time to 
give him a note written by M. de Guignes, 
Which I had purpoſely put in my pocket, when 
| was pulled violently away, as if on purpoſe to 


room, A moment after I ſaw my note in the 


neſs. Perceiving by my voice that I had a cold, 


legs. The apartment in which he received me 


* 
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hands of one of the firſt Mandarins, who at- 
tended me to the outſide of the palace walls with 
ook ae 1 


On returning to our r hotel 1 gaye his Excel- 
lency an account of all that had paſſed, and told 
him, on the part of the Mandarins, that we were 
expected at the palace on the two following days 
at a very early hour, in order to pay our reſpects 
to the Emperor. I did nat, however, think 
proper to adviſe him to. go out; which, indeed, 
he was too ill to attempt; for it was not only 
neceſſary that he ſhould keep bis bed that even- 
| ing, but it would have been highly dangerous 
for him to expoſe himſelf to the ſharp air af the 
morning, the cold being then. very ſevere. This 
morning Fahrenheit's thermometer had fallen as 
low as ſixteen degrees. 1 conſequently ſent 
word that J ſhould go to court lope. 


Shortly after my return . the palace our 
interpreter begged M. de Guignes to go thither, 
as one of the firſt Mandarins was waiting to 
ſpeak. with him. 

7 
He went accordingly, and returning an hour 
after told the Ambaſſador that the Mandarin had 


aſked him the contents | of a note which he had 
3 |  ſhewn 
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ſhewn to him, as-alſo by whom it was written; 
that he had made anſwer that it was his writing, 
and that the purport of it was to inform the Miſ- 
fionaries that he was the bearer of ſome letters 
for them; and that he particularly defired to ſee 


one of them of the name of Roux, whoſe agent 


he was at Canton, becauſe he had ſome im- 


portant matters to communicate to him relative 


to his Miſfion; that not a word was ſaid of the 
affairs of the Company at Canton; and that if 
we were deſirous of ſeeing thoſe gentlemen, it 
was merely becauſe we were perſonally ac- 
quainted with ſome of them, and ſhould feel 
great pleaſure in ſeeing them at our hotel. M. 
de Guignes added, that the Mandarin had ap- 
peared very well ſatisfied with his ſincerity, and 


had _— to procure him an interview with 


© We may then -hope to be permitted to cor- 
verſe with the Miſſionaries, from which, no 
doubt, reciprocal ſatisfaction will be derived. 


I had hardly finiſhed the preceding phraſe in 
my Journal, when a very unexpected letter was 
ſecretly brought me from my friend Grammont, 
who teſtified an earneſt deſire to give me ſame 
important information. I ſent my anſwer by the 
„ bearer 
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bearer of his letter. This gives us hopes of 
being able to correſpond even if we ſhould not 
ſee one another. My friend, however, gives me 
reaſon to expect that we ſhall meet ere long, 
which makes us all exceedingly happy. 


In the afternoon two of our firſt conductors 
from Canton came to enquire after his Excel- 
lency's health, and to inform us at the ſame time 
that his Majeſty received our preſents very gra- 
ciouſly, and with every mark of ſatisfaction, 
They told us, alſo, that henceforward their func- 
tions relative to our Embaſſy ceaſed, other Man- 
darins being charged to attend us during the reſt 
of our ſtay at Pe- king. 


The Emperor's preſents being delivered, I 
propoſed to the Ambaſſador to make out a liſt 
of thoſe intended for the three principal mi- 
niſters, the Aa=tchong-tang, the Yoo-tchong-tang, 
and the Fok-/io-tayen, in order that they might be 
ſent to thoſe Mandarins, To this he conſented. 
I therefore bad the liſt tranſlated into Chineſe 
by the Lingua, and then gave it to a Mandarin 
to deliver to the above three Miniſters of State. 


In the afternoon the Naa: ſan· tayen, a Mandarin 


of the pale blue tranſparent ball, and peacock 's 
ee feather, 
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ſeather, charged at preſent with the eare of 
every thing that concerns us, came to ſee his 
Excellency in his bed, and to enquire after his 
health. He afterwards walked into my room 
to viſit me, and to tell me to go the next morning 
to court. | 


This Mandarin js the very fame'in whoſe hands 


I this morning ſaw the note I had given to the 


Miſſionary,” and alſo the ſame who interrogated 
M. de Guignes concerning its tenor. His ad- 
dreſs is pleaſing, and his countenance very pre- 
poſſeſſing. After having fulfilled his miſſion he 
took leave, and I attended him as far as the 
ſtreet-door. | 


19th. This morning at half paſt four I ſet off 


for the Imperial palace. I was conducted along 


the ramparts from the weſtern gate to the ſouth- 
ward, and then to the eaitward, till we came to 


another great gate with three paſſages, by which 
we entered. I afterwards found myſelf in the 
midſt of a great open place, forming a long 
{quare, and fituated ſouth of the palace. To the 


eaſtward of this ſquare is a temple in which the 


boards or tablets (chap) of the deeeaſed Empe- 
_ Tors are laid upon altars. This ſquare, as well as 


could diſtinguiſh by the feeble light of the ſtars, 


has 
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has on three of its ſides buildings of little ele- 


vation, along which runs a covered gallery ſup- 


ported by pillars, except in the middle of the 
ſouth part, where there is a lofty building of two 
ſtories high. 


I was conducted into three different little 
apartments on the weſtern ſide, to wait there for 


the arrival of the monarch. They ſeemed better 


calculated to hold utenſils than to be the habi- 
tations of human beings. 


At half paſt five I was led back to the ſquare, 
the Emperor's coming being immediately, ex- 
pected. I then obſerved that the ſouth wall of 
the palace advances at the extremities, and forms 
tworegular wings, which Leſtimate at a hundred 
and fifty yards at leaſt in length, leaving an in- 
terval in the middle of about a hundred and 
twenty paces. It is in the midſt of this empty 
ſpace that ſtands a gate or entrance, having, like 


the others, three paſſages cloſed by doors plated 


with iron, in the way already deſcribed, that 
form being general throughout all the — 
edifices. 


The middle paſſage of this gateway is more 
lofiy and of greater width than two lateral ones, 
and 


EMBASSY-TO CHINA IN 194—5. 219 


und is full ſixty of my paces in length. Over 
the gate, as well as over each of the wings, are 
buildings two ſtories high, conſtructed and orna- 
mented like thoſe I mentioned when deſcribing 
the weſt gate. There is, beſides, on each ſide 
of the middle .edifice, a pavilion, the roof of 
which ends in a point. 


In this part every thing is proportioned ac- 
cording to the laws of the moſt rigid ſymmetry, 
and the whole has an air of uncommon grandeur. 
I calculate the height of the wall of the palace 
at about forty-ſeven feet. It is all of hewn ſtone, 
and of conſiderable thickneſs. The outſide, like 
all the walls that incloſe edifices belonging to 
the Emperor, is coated with plaiſter, and painted 
of a pale red. This, with the rich gilding and 
brilliant colours of the building, compoſes a very 
magnificent whole. 


At the angle of the palace wall, to the weſt- 
ward, ſtands a noble ſquare pavilion, two ſtories 
high, coated, gilt, and ornamented, like the 
other buildings, with a roof, the top of which, 


embelliſhed by a gilt point, attracts and pleaſes 
the eye. ä 
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This ſouthern part 'of the palace muſt have 
exiſted in its preſent ſtate at the time of the Em- 
bafſy of the Dutch Eaſt India Company, a 
hundred and forty years ago, ſince a very exact 
repreſentation of it is to be found in Nieuhof * ; 
but, at the ſame time, that engraving is the only 
one in the whole work that deſerves the praiſe of | 
accuracy. 


At fix o'clock the Emperor came out of the 
palace in his uſual palanquin, and was carried to 
the temple of his anceſtors, where he was detained 
nearly an hour by the performance of his religious 
duties. I knelt down while he was paſſing, but 
without performing the ceremony of adoration, 


Before his Majeſty came back a meſſenger was 
fent for my nephew Van-Braam, that I might 
not appear alone. His Imperial Majeſty, on his 
way back, ſtopped his chair abreaſt of us, and, 
addreſſing himſelf. to me, did me the honour to 


* This narrative of the journey of the Dutch Embaſſy in 
1655 and 1656, written by John Nieuhof, Maitre d' Hotel to the 
Ambaffador, whoſe travels in other parts of the world have allo 
been publiſhed, has been printed in ſeveral languages, and in 
difſerent ſhapes., It is alſò to be found in Thevenot's ColleNion, 
and in the Abbe Prevoſt's Hifloire Generale des Voyages, tom. v. 
page 229, of the quarto edition. Fr. Ed.) 
enquire 
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enquire after the Ambaſſador. My anſwer having 
been conveyed to him, he proceeded towards the 
palace. I then performed the cuſtomary ſalute, 
by bowing my head three times to the ground. 


We were in expeQation of returning to the 


hotel, when the Naa-/an-tayen came to requeſt us 
to go with him to the palace. We followed 
him, and entered by the ſouth gate. Immedi- 
ately behind it is a large ſquare, ſouth of which 
ſtands a noble edifice of two ſtories, and of vaſt 
ſize, with a flight of ſteps leading up to it. The 
fagade of this building, extending eaſt and weſt, 
correſponds exactly with the ſouth gate. 


We were afterwards carried weſtward through 
a gate, ſtanding north and ſouth, and having 


three paſſages. In the two lateral ones are eaſy 


flights of ſteps to facilitate the afcent and deſcent. 
Having paſſed this gate we found ourſelves again 
in the great court behind the weſtern gate, of 
which I have already ſpoken on the 22th of this 
month, We were then conducted northwards 
between two great edifices, paſſing in our way 
over a bridge laid acroſs a ſerpentine canal. 
This canal runs to the ſouth-eaſt under the 
buildings contiguous to the gates through which 
we had paſſed, and afterwards ſhews itſelf in the 

court 
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court we came to immediately after paſſing the 
ſouth gate. Thence it runs, ſtill in a ſerpentine 
direction, to the weſtern part of the palace. We 
came at laſt to the ſame little apartment where I 
was yeſterday, and where we were left for half 
an hour, at the end of which time a Mandarin 
came to take us into the interior of the palace. 


We were conducted, in the firſt place, as far 
as the north corner of the area or eſplanade 


| that ſeparates the ſix courts of juſtice from the 


abode of the Emperor, and there we were again 


led through a gate with three paſſages and 
flights of ſteps. Magnificent edifices are erected 


over theſe gates, which conſequently ſerve a 
uſeful purpoſe, beſides that of opening a commu- 
nication from one place to another. | 


When we came to this ſpot I immediately 
judged, by the conſiderable number of eunuchs 
who were performing menial offices without, 
that we were in the very place of reſidence of 
the Emperor. We were then led through ſeveral 
very narrow paſlages, running eaſt and north, 
and penetrating more and more into the interior 
of the palace. In one of theſe ſtreets, for the 
name is not unſuitable, we were ſpoken to by the 


Emperor's ſeventeenth ſon, a young man of about 
| thirty, 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—5. 223 


thirty, and of a pleaſing countenance. He is one 
of the four princes who are till alive *. 


After paſſing along ſeveral winding paths, 


kept very neat and paved with hewn ſtones 
perfectly ſmooth, while buildings on both 
ſides preſented nothing to the eye but dead 
walls, we came to an edifice in a little apart- 
ment of which was his Imperial Majeſty. . A 
play was performing upon a ſmall but neat the- 
atre, oppoſite the place where the Emperor was 
ſcated. 


After the Mongul and Corean envoys (the 
former being eight in number and the latter 
three) had performed the ſalute of honour to the 
Emperor, I was likewiſe preſented to the aged 
Monarch, and in my turn went through the 
ceremony of proſtration. He was fitting on a 


ſopha with his legs croſſed under him, according 


to the Chineſe cuſtom. On his right hand was 
the Voo-tchons-tang, and on his left the Fok-lio- 


fay?n, who, upon their knees and proſtrate, were 


ſpeaking to the Emperor, as well as I could 


* This prince was declared Emperor on the 8th of February 


1796, by his father the Emperor Kitx-Loxc, who retired 


from the management of public affairs. 


Judge, 
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judge, about me. The Prime Miniſter then roſe, 
and ordered the Lingua to tell me, on the part 


of his Majeſty, that he had attained his eighty- 


fifth year, and that I was the firſt Dutchman that 
had ever had an opportunity of approaching ſo 


near to his perſon. I addreffed my thanks to 


his Majeſty for this ſignal favour in the moſt re- 
ſpectful manner, and repeated the ſalute of ho- 
nour, after which we role. 


We were then placed a little upon the left, as 
were alſo the Envoys I have juſt mentioned, and 
were all told to fit down upon the ground on 
carpets that had been ſpread on purpoſe, in two 
ranks one behind the other. As I was not ac- 


_ cuſtomed to that mode of ſitting, it was to me a 


real penance. 


At firſt I took the Mongul Envoys for a body 


of Miſſionaries, ſo much did their features re- 


femble thoſe of Europeans. I was even endea- 
vouring to recognize my friend Grammont among 


them, when I was undeceived. Delicacies, paſtry, 
ſweetmeats, and fruit, with which the Emperor 


treated the Envoys, were then ſet before us upon 
little tables; and beſides theſe he ſent us from 
his own two ſmall, diſhes, one of which was an 


excellent yellow jelly. We bowed our head to 
thank 


EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—5. 225 


thank him for this favour, which when granted 
in public is conſidered as the higheſt honour that 
any one can receive in China, 


After the Emperor had drunk a cup of juice 
or milk expreſſed from a kind of bean, a cup 
of the ſame beverage was brought us, poured 
out of his Mzjeſty's own pot. All this was 
given us by the two principal Miniſters, and by 
other perſons of high rank, into whoſe hands it 
was delivered. by eunuchs. 


In the laſt place the Monarch diſtributed keep- 
ſakes to the Envoys and other perſons of diſtinc- 
tion preſent, who ſcarcely amounted in all to 
twenty individuals. Theſe keep-ſakes princi- 
pally conſiſted of little bags for tobacco, and little 
glaſs bottles to hold ſnuff. 


My nephew and I received an equal portion. 
t confiſted of four little embroidered purſes, a 
bottle of ſnuff, two boxes of Long-ching tea, two 
bowls of blue porcelain, and a little porcelain 
diſh with fix China oranges. We made the ſa- 
lute of honour fitting. 


While all this was paſſing, the comedy was 
going on without interruption, and ſome Chineſe 
Von. >} were 
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were alſo performing feats of activity upon the 
theatre. Of one of theſe I cannot help ſpeak- 
ing, on account of the extraordinary ſtrength he 
poſſeſſed in his feet; and becauſe of all the tum- 
blers I faw in China, he was the only one deſerv- 
ing of mention. Even in Europe this man would 
have attracted the attention of the ſpectators. 


Lying down on his back, he held up his legs 
yertically in the air. Upon the fole of his fect 
was next placed a ladder of fix long ſteps, with 
a flat board at the bottom. A child of ſeven or 
eight years of age then climbed up the fteps, 
and fitting upon the upper one, played a num- 
ber of monkey-tricks, while the man kept turn- 
ing the ladder firſt one way and then another. 
The child afterwards deſcended and afcended, 
' twiſting his body in ſuch a way between the 
ſteps, that the different parts of it were alter- 
nately on the two oppoſite ſides. of the ladder. 

This diverſion laſted at leaſt a quarter of an hour. 


When the exhibition of the ladder was over, 
two men brought an enormous earthen veſſel, 
which muſt certainly have weighed more than a 
hundred and twenty-five pounds, and: which 
they laid fide-ways upon the feet of the ſtrong 
man, who turned it round and round, and over 

and 
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and over with aſtoniſhing rapidity. The child 

was then put into the veſſel at the moment the 
mouth of it was turned from the Emperor, to- 
wards whom it was immediately brought round 
again by the man. The boy then made ſigns of 
reſpect, and climbing over the ge, got upon 
the top of the veſſel, ſeated himſelf there, and 
aſſumed a variety of attitudes, letting himſelf 


hang down over the edge, by which he held with 


his hands, and enlivening the performance by a 
thouſand playful tricks. 


I do not know whether I have ſucceeded in 
giving the reader an idea of the boldneſs of theſe 
two feats of activity. As to myſelf, I do not 
remember ever to have ſeen any in Europe that 
aſtoniſhed me ſo much. 


After having been preſent at leaſt three quar- 
ters of an hour his Majeſty retired. We were 
defired to do the ſame, and re-condutted to 
the hotel, where we learnt that the Emperor had 
ſent us another preſent, conſiſting of ſome paſiry, 
and a piece of freſh pork. 


This audience came upon us very unexpected- 


ly, and appears to have been of a very private 
nature, ſince it took place in the Emperor's 
Q2 apartments, 
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apartments, and ſince ſo very ſmall a number of 
perſons was admitted. The utmoſt order pre- 
vailed, becauſe there were no domeſtics of the 
inferior claſs; and it muſt be confeſſed that every 
thing that was ſerved up was cooked very well, 
and in a very cleanly manner. 


I have great reaſon to be pleaſed with the cir- 
' cumſtances of this event, ſince it gave me an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the internal parts of the pa- 
lace, which perhaps were never before expoſed 
to the eyes of a foreigner. This will be the mo- 
tive of a little prolixity in the deſcription I am 
about to give of the place wherein we were rc- 
ceived. 


The place in' which his Majeſty was ſitting 
is rather a hall or landing place between two 
rooms than a room itſelf. "The whole ſpace is 
leſs than ten feet ſquare by eight feet high. There 
were larger rooms on each fide; and, in one of 
thoſe to the right of the Emperor, I perceived 
through ſeveral ſmall windows a great number 
of ladies who were looking at us with much cu- 
rioſity; while an apartment to the left contained 
a number of European bells, and ſeveral magni- 
ficent pieces of furniture. 


The 
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The theatre is about fifteen feet ſquare, and is 
ſo near the other -room that there is not five feet 
diſtance between it and the ſtair-caſe. The in- 
termediate ſpace in which we were ſitting was 
hardly ſufficient to contain us thirteen Envoys 
and our little tables. The great Mandarins were 
on the ſame ſide, but cloſe to the theatre, crowd- 
ed one upon another, and only coming forward 
when any thing was to be handed to the gueſts. 
J had the diſtinguiſhed honour of being waited 
upon by the Prime Miniſter of the Chineſe Em- 
pire, who is alſo not unfrequently called the 
SECOND EMPEROR. 


Behind us was another building open in the 
centre, with two apartments on its ſides, in 
which I perceived doors, leading no doubt to 
other apartments and other edifices. 


By theſe details, and by thoſe I gave when 
ſpeaking of the apartments of the Prime Mini- 
ſter, it is eaſy to judge of the ſmallneſs of Chineſe 
rooms; for they never make uſe of large halls 
but on occaſion of feſtivals or public aſſem- 
blies. It is generally the firſt ſtory of great 


edifices that contains a hall or two that might bet- 


ter be called galleries. I am told that there are 
a hundred of theſe halls as well in the Imperial 
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palace, as at the Emperor's country houſe at 
Yueu-ming:yuen, intended for public entertain- 
ments. x 1 


This afternoon his Majeſty ſent us four barrels 
of ſhaddocks, pomegranates, and apples. This 
gave me an opportunity of once more performing 


the ſalute of honour. 


The Ambaſſador, who is almoſt recovered, 
intends to go to court with me to-morraw to 


© breakfaſt with the Emperor. 


Towards evening the Lingua came to tell us 
that one of the Mandarins had commiſſioned 


him to inform us that his Majeſty had the in- 


tention of ſending us to his country houſe at 
Vuen- ming-yuen, ſituated at twenty five / from 
Pe- king (two leagues and a half); and of per- 
mitting us to amuſe ourſelves there for eight days. 
He requeſted us in conſequence to make out 
againſt to-morrow a liſt of the perſons we ſhould 
wiſh to take with us, in order that every thing 
neceſſary might be provided; recommending to 
us at the ſame time to let our baggage be as 


little bulky as poſſible. I communicated the 


mellage to the Ampaiſlaar, who expreſſed much 
ſatisfaction 
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fatisfaCtion at it, and told me how he wiſhed 
this party of pleaſure to be arrapged. 


To avoid much embarraſſment we ſhall leave 
at Pe. king all the Ambaſſador's guard, and the 
greater part of the ſervants. I have made out a 
liſt of thoſe who are to go, and haye ſettled with 
the Maitre d Hotel what we ſhall take with us, 
ſo that every thing may be ready. 


eoth. At fix o'clock this morning his Excel- 
lency and I repaired to the palace. On our ar- 
rival there we were firſt taken to a ſhabby little 
apartment; but afterwards to a more decent one, 
ten or twelve feet ſquare, and the beſt of thoſe 
of the ſame kind in which we had hitherto been 
received. At ſeven o'clock we were conducted 
towards the Imperial buildings by a gate like all 
thoſe I have already deſcribed, ſtanding between 
the two through which. I paſſed yeſterday, and 
upon the ſame line. It differs from them in ng 
reſpect whatever. Within this gate we found a 
very ſpacious court, paved with hewn ſtones, 
and ſurrounded with buildings, the moſt conſider- 
able of which are ſituated to the ſouth, and upon 
a riſing ground, up the middle of which we ad- 
vanced by a flight of forty-five ſteps. 
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The ſucceſſion of theſe forty-five ſteps is inter- 
rupted firſt by % terrace ten feet wide; then 
comes another portion of the ſtair caſe, and then 
another terrace of the ſame dimenſions as the for- 
mer. Theſe two landing places or terraces form 
galleries by means of a ſtone baluſtrade running 
along the whole tront, the pilaſters of which ſtand 
at about twelve feet diſtance from one another, 
and ſupport figures of lions and other animals. 
The two intervals or terraces thus ſituated one 
above the other, and ornamented with a baluſ- 
trade, make a very pictureſque appearance. 


Having aſcended the ſteps we came to another 
level ſpot entirely paved with hewn ſtones, and 
having to the ſouth another ſtair caſe with ter- 
races exactly reſembling thoſe I have deſcribed. 
Upon the level ground are three edifices, two of 
which ſimilar to each other, and ſtanding eaſt 
and weſt, are in the form of a long ſquare, 
while the third in the middle is a ſquare pavilion, 
the pointed roof of which ends in a golden ball. 


This pavilion is conſequently in a line with the 
two flights of ſteps between which it ſtands, and 
according to the Chineſe taſte has an external 
gallery ſupported on each ſide by ſix pillars. As 
5 a | all 


* 
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all the doors were cloſed, it was impoſſible for 
me to form any judgment of the interior. 


Looking thence I ſaw to the ſouth, and at the 
bottom of the hill a garden full of trees and 
flowers, contiguous to the back part of the edifice, 
which I mentioned yeſterday as ſtanding north of 
the ſouth gate, From the elevated ſpot on which 


we were ſtanding, our view paſſing over that 


edifice as well as over almoſt all the others, ex- 
tended to ſo great a diſtance that the mountains, 


ſituated to the north of Pe xing, were plainly diſ- 


cernible. 


The two great buildings, ſtanding between the 
two ſtaircaſes, have on the ground floor large 
open ſaloons, in the front of which are galleries, 
with three different flights of ſtone ſteps leading 
up to them. The extremities of the projections 
that cover the galleries are ſupported by ten large 
pillars. In other reſpects theſe buildings are 
conſtructed, ornamented, gilt, and varniſhed like 
all thoſe I have as yet had occaſion to deſcribe. 
The eaſtern hall, called Pau- autien, was pre- 


pared for the audience and breakfaſt of this 
morning. 
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In the middle of the hall is the Imperial 
throne, upon a plat-form ſix feet high. The ap- 
proach to it is by three flights of ſteps; one in 
the m.ddle, and the two others on the ſides. 
The plat-form is covered with a carpet, and ſur- 
rounded with a baluſt ade, which is ornamented 
with carved work, as well as the Emperor's arm- 
chair, and the rails that accompany each flight of 
ſteps. Behind the throne hung a yellow tapeſtry, 
and on the ſides of the plat-form were ſeveral vaſes 
filled with natural flowers, to the ſweet emanations 
of which twoother vaſes of metal added the perfume 
of bur ning ſandal wood and 3 ſ ubſtances, 


__ The two extremities of the gallery without the 

hal are paved en irely wich ſtones of a finely 
poliſhed ſurface. There were ranged the bulky 
inſt. ments of muſic, ſuch as that conſiſting of 
fxteen little bells, that compcſed of ſixteen 
pieces of metal, the great dium, and ſeveral 
other inſtruments of a ſimilar kind. They were 
all richly gilt, as well as the pedeſtals on which 
they ſtood. 


The outer court, in which moſt of the gueſts 
were obliged to breakfaſt in the open air, was 
covered with thick carpets, on which were laid 


the cuſhions That each gueſt had taken care to 
make 
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make his ſervant bring, in order that he might 
fit down more conveniently on the ground front- 
ing the pavilion. 


Oppoſite the throne was pitched a great tent 
of yellow cloth, in which the ſide- board was ar- 
ranged. Then in the court before the pavilion 
were placed four rows of little and low tables, 
covered with coarſe linen, and ſo diſpoſed that 
there was one between every two perſons, ex- 
cept oppolite his Excellency and me, where a 
ſeparate table was placed for each of us. 


This court was ſurrounded by perſons of all 
ranks and all claſſes, not excepting ſtage-players 
and ſervants. The latter had the impudence to 
come and ſtand before the great Mandarins, in 
order to get a better view of us. There was in- 
deed no leſs diſorder than on the firſt day, when 
we were waiting for the Emperor near the weſt 
gate, previouſly to the exerciſe of the ſkaters. ] 
conſequently found a prodigious difference be- 
tween this entertainment and that of yeſterday, 
and was not a little ſurpriſed at it. We were de- 
fired to {it down upon cuſhions, which we did in 

. Imitation of the other gueſts. The reader muſt 
forgive me for repeating that this poſture was to 
me a real puniſhment, All that we ſaw, every 
thing 
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thing that we experienced was novel to us, and 
was marked with a character of ſingularity well 
calculated to attract, and rivet our attention. 


It was paſt eight o'clock when his Majeſty 
came with an eſcort of muſicians, and took bis 
ſeat upon the throne. Every body then roſe, and, 
falling directly upon their knees, performed the 
ſalute of honour. The muſic continued while a 
table was ſerved for the Emperor, who ate of 
ſeveral of the diſhes ſet upon it. This was a ſignal 
for the gueſts, all whoſe tables were then unco- 
vered; they approached and fell to with great 

avidity. 


1 6obſerved that the arrangement of all the 
tables was the ſame, and that there were exactly 
fifty diſnes upon each. This muſt appear very 
| ſurpriſing, perhaps even incredible to my readers, 
after what I have ſaid of the ſmallneſs of theſe 
tables. But I have to add that the viands, ſerved 
up in very dirty copper baſons, conſiſted firſt of 
three rows of four diſhes each, and that over this 
firſt layer or fratum were three others, amount- 
ing alſo to twelve diſhes each. Laſtly, to make 
the four dozen fifty, there were at the top of all 
two great copper baſons, in which boiled legs of 


mutton were contained, and of which the ſight 
alone 
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alone was enough to diſguſt a man with mutton, 
for the reſt of his days. The other diſhes con- 
ſiſted of farinaceous aliments, dreſſed in different 
manners, or merely boiled in the way of a haſty 
pudding. There were alſo cakes much reſem- 
bling the unleavened bread eaten by the Jews at 
their feſtival of the Paſchal Lamb. Laſtly there 
were ſweatmeats and fruit. I took a little of the 
latter, feeling no temptation to taſte the reſt, 
which I kept ſtill comparing with what I had 
eaten yeſterday. This is a ſort of [mperial repaſt 
which I imagine will appear new. | 


After a ſhort time had elapſed, a cup of beve- 
rage was carried to the Monarch, and when he 
had drank, others were handed round to all the 


gueſts. Each of them on taking the cup per- 
formed the falute of honour bs, by . 3 


ſingle inclination of the head. 


I found this beverage very agreeable; it is a 
wine which the Chinzſe make themſelves of 
grapes, and which has a great reſemblance to 
that of Madeira, or the Cape of Good Hope. 


Shortly after the Emperor ordered the three Co- 
rean, and the two Dutch Ambaſſadors to be call- 
ed, in order that they might approach the throne. 


a ; r 
3 | We 
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We were conducted in ſucceſſion up the ſteps on 
one of the ſides, and performed the ceremony 
of adoration near the arm-chair. His Majeſty 
then addreſſed himſelf to each of us, and pre- 
ſented us a glaſs of wine with his own hand. 


This gave occaſion to a repetition of the ſalute 


of honour; and after the third proftration cach 
of us roſe and retired. 


When my turn came to make the ſalute on 
account of the glaſs of wine, I proſtrated myſelf 
with my head covered as his Excellency had 
done, but my hat, not fitting me well, fell off. 
The ſecond Miniſter who was cloſe to me picked 
it up, and put it on again. His Majeſty laughed 
at the accident, and aſked me if I did not un- 
derſtand Chineſe. Poton, anſwered I, which in 
Chineſe ſignifies I do not underſtand. At this 
his Majeſty laughed ftill more heartily, and 
while I drank my cup of wine looked at me, and 
ſeemed to think it whimſical that I ſhould make 
uſe of his language ſo apropos to tell him that | 
did not underſtand it. I afterwards finiſhed my 
ſalute of honour; and when J roſe to retire, the 


Emperor. having his eyes ſtil] turned towards me, 


kept looking at me with a countenance expreſſive 
of the greateſt kindneſs. Thus did I receive a 


mark of the higheſt predilection, and ſuch as it 


18 
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s even ſaid no Envoy ever obtained before. I 

confeſs that the remembrance of what I had ſuf- 

fered ſince the morning by remaining ſo long in 

the cold, was very much ſoftened by this gra- 
cious reception. 


At this moment ſome miſerable theatrical 


pieces began, with which tumblers, dancers, 
and muſicians mingled their performances, 
wretched alike to the eyes and ears of a Euro- 
pean. Mooriſh, Cochinſechine, and Thibetian 
muſic, executed by three orcheſtras, the mufi- 


cians of which wore dreſſes analogous to each 


ſpecies of muſic, did not afford us an amuſement 
more ſuitable to our taſte; and when his Ma- 
jeſty by retiring left us at liberty to return to our 
hotel, we felt a very high degree of ſatisfaction. 


The Mandarin, who had been our firſt con- 
ductor, informed us that it would be neceſſary to 
go to court again to-morrow, in order to congra- 


* 


tulate his Majeſty on the renewal of the Chineſe 


Early in the afternoon ſix little tables with 
viands, ſimilar to thoſe of the morning, were ſent 
us in the name of the Emperor. We performed 
the ſalute of honour, as a mark of our gratitude; 

i but 


/ 
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but if I muſt tell the truth, the only uſe we could 
make of them was to give them as a treat to our 
Chineſe domeſtics. 


Having had ſo near a view of the Emperor of 

China this morning, it ſeems natural that I ſhould 
ſay ſomething of his perſon and dreſs. 
His external appearance exhibits all the marks 
of old age, particularly his eyes. They are wa- 
tery, and ſo weak, that it is with difficulty he 
raiſes his eye lids which hang down in folds, 
eſpecially that of the left eye. He is in conſe- 
quence obliged, whenever he wiſhes to look at 
any thing that is not very cloſe to him, to raiſe 
his head, and even to throw it a little back. His 
cheeks are {hrivelled and pendant. His beard, 
which is ſhort, is very grey. Theſe are the only 
particulars I can give of this Monarch's perſon, 
never having been very near to him but when he 
was litting. 


It is true, that on the 12th of this month, I ſaw 
his Majeſty take a few ſteps, on getting out of 
the fled, to return to his palanquin ; but as the 
two Miniſters ſupported him under the arms, 
probably a the ground was ſlippery, it was 

| impoſſible 
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impoſſible for me to form an exact idea of his 
ſtature. | | 11 100 


His dreſs conſiſts of clothes lined with fur, 


which appeared to me to be that of the ſea- 


otter; and round his cap, which is ſometimes 
ornamented with a large pearl, was à border of 
the ſame kind. In this ſeaſon; as well as in all 
others, the Emperor's dreſs is very plain, although 
he is ſerved and honoured like a god. He does 
not; indeed, enjoy the tenth part of the pleaſure 
and amuſements which are at the command of 
the meaneſt Prince in Europe. His recreations 
conſiſt of tricks and buffooneries, with which it 
would be difficult ts divert the common people 


of a European country at a fair; and ſuch were 


the repreſentations of this morning. But as he 
is unacquainted with more refined enjoyments, 
and unable to form an idea of them, he cannot be 

ſaid to ſuffer any privation. It is not then ſur- 

priſing that the diverſions of children ſhould be an 
amuſement to the Emperor in his old age. ; 


In compariſon with Europe, it may be faid, 
that here the ſplendor of Majeſty is immediately 
connected with marks of the moſt degrading 
ignorance. The Prince is elevated to the ſkies, 
while the man remains enveloped in the dark- 
Vor. I. <0 neſs 
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neſs of the firſt ages of the world. It is im- 


poſſible to conceive this aſtoniſhing contraſt 
without ſeeing it; nor can he, who has been an 


eye-witneſs of it, always explain it, nor even 
depict its moſt ſtriking features. 

Every thing in China ſhews the complete 
Ignorance of its inhabitants in regard to Europe; 


and they hear it ſpoken of with equal indifference. 


The Emperor, as well as all thoſe whom the public 
opinion places immediately next to him, think 
that they hold the firft rank among all the created 
beings of this immenſe univerſe, and that they 
are at the head: of the firſt nation to be found 


_ throughout the vaſt extent of ſpace. A kind of 


miracle muſt be operated, before the idea of ſend- 
ing a Chineſe as an envoy to other nations can 
enter into a Chineſe head. Hence it is eaſy to 
conceive the profound ignorance of the Emperor 
of China, and of the- people he governs, as to 


every thing that concerns the reſt of mankind. 


| L , 

It would be natural to ſuppoſe that the Miſ- 
ſionaries muſt have diminiſhed this ignorance, by 
giving them accounts of the different countries in 
which they were born. But a Chineſe, and par- 
ticularly a Chineſe grandee, never feels the leaſt 


deſire of information on that head. How, indeed, 
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is it poſſible to wiſh to learn any thing, when we 
are convinced that our knowledge is already 
ſuperior to that of the reſt of the world? Beſides, 
the Miſſionaries enjoy ſo little conſideration among 
the Chineſe, and inſpire them with ſo little con- 
fidence, that they would counteract their own 
deſigns to no purpoſe, if they endeavoured to ſet 


the Europeans in any way above the natives. 


They find themſelves, on the contrary, reduced 
to the neceſſity of extolling their preſent pro- 
tectors above every thing: their adulation, in- 
deed, even if ſilent, would paſs for an acknow- 
Tam" of the ſuperiority of the CLINE, 


It may, perhaps, be ſuppoſed, that the ſi ht of _ 
the maſter- pieces of art, which the Chineſe re- 


ceive annually from Europe, will open their 
eyes, and convince them that induſtry is there 
carried farther than among themſelves, and that 


our genius ſurpaſſes theirs: but their vanity 


finds a remedy for this. All theſe wonders are 
included in the claſs of ſuperfluities ; and by 
placing them beneath their wants, they place 
them at the ſame time beneath their regard. If, 
for a moment, they fall into an involuntary fit of 
aſtoniſhment, they come out of it firmly reſolved 


to do nothing to imitate that by which it was 


produced. 


Ra | The 
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The Chineſe having been long in the habit of 
confining themſelves to what is neceſſary, and 
of avoiding, according to the counſel of their 
anceſtors, every thing which comes in the ſhape 
of a novelty, it is not ſurpriſing that they ſhould 
not with to acquire the knowledge pofleſſed by 
foreigners. And, indeed; I muſt confeſs, as far 
as the oppoſition of manners allows me to judge, 
that the Chineſe live very happily in their way. 
And if that be the cafe, what have they-more to 
defire? Why ſhould they with to difcover things, 
which when diſcovered, they would, perhaps, be 
unable to obtain; and of which the privation 
would make them acquainted with misfortune ? 
J will even venture here to aſk a queſtion, which 
ſeems dictated to me by my ſubje&: are the 
people of the South Seaiflands become more happy 
or more wretched, in conſequence of their inter- 
courſe with Europeans for the laſt thirty or forty 
years? Alas! it is but too true, that we have 
given them a knowledge and deſire of things 
which their country cannot produce. 


No doubt, the ſame cauſe would produce the 
fame effect in China. That nation lives in a 
manner ſo ſimple and retired, that it can do 
without thoſe factitious wants, which we ſhould 
| de miſerable if we could not ſatisfy. They never 
3 have 
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have any opportunities of aſſembling at balls, and 4 
parties of pleaſure; nor does any repaſt bring | 
together large private companies ; all circum- 
ſtances of that nature belonging to public feſ- 
tivals, to which men alone are admitted. The 
women are only acquainted with ſuch things, by 
ſtealing a ſecret glance, while the ſkreen which 
gratifies their curioſity, hides them from that of 
the men. But in the ordinary courſe of life, 
£4 one exiſts in the boſom of his own family; 
the walls of his houſe are the boundary of his 
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amuſements, and that of female liberty. 1 
How, indeed, in a nation which condemns a | 
whole ſex to ſecluſion, can the individuals do Kt 
_ . Otherwiſe than live in an inſulated way? How . 
can an agreeable ſociety be formed? How can 1 
gaiety and pleaſure be brought into places which | 
are not adorned by the preſence of the fair, and h y 
where their looks do not animate the ſex whoſe Ei 
exiſtence they were deſtined to charm? Yes, I 1 
muſt pay them the tribute of this truth, that they Wi 
are the ſoul of all focial enjoyments, and that 1 
every thing languiſhes without the ſphere of 1 
their delightful influence. How pure is this #4 
homage, and how much force does the truth by 1 
which it is dictated acquire, when a man has i | | 
| R 3 been Jil 
th 
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been ſeveral months in China deprived of the 
happineſs they diffuſe over life! 


I will venture to ſay, that by means.of their 
continual intercourſe with Europeans, the Chineſe 
of Canton are in general more civilized than the 
reſt of the nation to whom that advantage is de- 

' mied; and this effect is circumſcribed even in 
Canton, where there are more perſons well in- 
formed, induſtrious, and polite, than in all the 
reſt of the Empire. 


At Pe-king, on the contrary, the rudeneſs of the 
Tartars is ſtill perceptible, although it would be 
natural to expect to meet with more urbanity 

there than in any other place in China. Perhaps, 
after all that has been publiſhed in Europe con- 

_ cerning that immenſe country, my judgment may 
appear partial; but I am determined to exhibit 
nothing in falſe colours, though I am not ſure 
that the opinion of my fellow-travellers will not 
accuſe me of ſometimes uſing too delicate a pencil. 


This evening I was viſited by ſeveral Man- 
darins, who all aſſured me that my anſwer, and 
my demeanour, had much pleaſed the Emperor ; 
that he had ſpoken of them to the Grandees of 
the Court ; and that ſo much was ſaid about it, 

| 1 | that 
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r —_— 
2 _ 


that Polon is become the cant-word of the day. 
Every one congratulates me upon my ſtanding ſo 
high in the good graces of the Emperor. Al- 
though this exceſſive honour can be of no ſervice 
to me, I am far from being inſenſible to ſuch 
public teſtimonies of the Emperor of China's 
good will towards me, 


The Ambaſſador had requeſted the Man- 
darins, our conductors, to offer, before the new 
year, to the three principal Miniſters the preſents 

which are intended for them, and which I had 
been putting in order this afternoon, in order 
that they might be taken away. But the Man- 
darins having been to enquire when this pre- 
ſentation could take place, it appears that it is 
thought proper to defer it, ſince they came to 


tell me that we muſt wait till a few days after # 

that epoch. I have conſequently packed them 5 

all up again. 
At half paſt two this morning we were ready 9 f 


to ſet off for court again. An hour afterwards, i 
our conductor came to tell us that it would be 
wiſer for us to wait at home, where it was warm, | 
while he ſhould go to the palace to enquire if the || 
firſt day of the Chineſe year required our at- Mt | 
tendance. His Excellency was not at all pleaſed 1 
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with this uncertainty, becauſe he found it highly 
diſagreeable to get out of a warm bed at ſo early 
an hour, and in ſuch dreadful cold weather, and 
becauſe his health rendered him more ſenſible to 
ſuch diſappointments. It is, however, poſſible 
that the Mandarins may not be to blame, ſince 
his Majeſty ſometimes does not intimate his wiſh 
to the Jaſt moment, as we have already had oc- 
caſion to perceive. However this may be, we 
are going to celebrate the new year of the Chineſe 
empire, by taking a little more reſt. 


Every thing was quiet in the capital the day of 
this anniyerſary ; for the report of a few crackers 
between midnight and the break of day are not 
deſerving of mention ; while at Canton fireworks 
are exhibited for a fortnight almoſt without in- 
termiſſion. Perhaps this kind of ſilence is the 
effect of the impreſſion made by the ſolar eclipſe 
that happens to-day, that event being a ſubject of 
ſadneſs and. mourning to the whole Chineſe 

nation, and particularly to the Emperor. He 
retires into the interior of his palace, from which 
every one is excluded, and there buſies bimſelf 

in ſuperſtitious practices, in favour of the ſun or 
moon, in order that the light of the luminary 
eclipſed may be reſtored. 


22d. This 


( ² d. 
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22d. This day has alſo been very quiet: five 
are now elapſed fince I wrote to my friend Gram- 
mont, whence it is natural to ſuppoſe that our 
door is narrowly watched. Not one of our 
Chineſe, even of thoſe who ſerve us as inter- 
preters, are permitted to go out. 


It is thought that we ſhall not be allowed to 
ſee any Miſhonary till we have had our audience 
of leave of the Emperor, becauſe then we ſhall no 
longer be able to make any repreſentation or re- 


monſtrances, ſuppoling it to be our intention to 
do fo, | 


Having this day made a preſent to one of the 
Mandarins, our conductors, for which he ex- 
preſſed his regret at having nothing to offer me, 


I talked to him on the above ſubject, and begged 


him to enquire if it would not be poſſible for us 
to ſee the Miſſionaries, which would be both to 


them and us a real ſatisfaction. I aſſured him 


that our converſation would be merely an inter- 
courſe of friendſhip, and the more fo, as. I had 
been acquainted with three of them at Canton, 
I obſerved to him beſides, that if we ſhould think 


any repreſentations or complaints neceſſary, we 
ſhould addreſs them directly to the Yoo-tchong-tang, 


and not to perſons whom we well knew to have 
no 
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no intereſt, and ſtill leſs power, to ſupport us in 
our proceedings, He underſtood my arguments 
perfectly, and promiſed me the information I de- 


fired. 


2 3d. The new year has procured me the ho- 
nour of a viſit from ſeveral Mandarins, which is 
the only remarkable thing I have perceived. 


Our firſt conductor from Canton having ſent 
for the articles of which his bedding was com- 
poſed, and which had remained at our hotel, the 
Chineſe guards ſcrupulouſly examined each 
parcel as ſoon as it was without ſide the doors— 
a proof that a perfect confidence is not placed in 
us, and that we are, on the contrary, narrowly 
watched. How then can we hope to hear from 
the Miſhonaries? And how ſtrange is ſuch con- 
duct on the part of a nation in regard to an Am- 
baſſador, to whom they affect to give public 
marks of conſideration and eſteem. 


We this morning received all the reſt of our 
baggage, but in a moſt deplorable ſtate. Not a 
ſingle article has ' eſcaped undamaged. Every 
thing that was fragile is reduced to fragments. 
The veſſels containing proviſion, the caſes filled 
with liquor, are broken. In a word, it is a ſpec- 

> tacle 
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tacle of deſtruQion very painful to us; but which 


it behoves us to contemplate without murmuring, 
ſince it is not in our power to remedy it. 


About noon, the interpreter came to aſk me 


how many perſons were to go to Yuen-ming-yuen. 
I gave him- a liſt to deliver to the Mandarins. 
This little excurſion will certainly be an agree- 
able recreation to us, ſince ſo much has been ſaid 
in praiſe of that magnificent ſummer palace, part 
of which was.ornamented in the European man- 
ner, about forty years ago, after the defigns, and 
under the direction of Father Benoit, a French 


Miſſionary, 


2 5th. The two pieces of mechaniſm have been 
carried to a houſe in the neighbourhood of our 
hotel, in order to their being repaired. A freſh 
attempt was made to give our mechaniſt three 
Chineſe watchmakers as aſſiſtants, but he re- 
jected them again, becauſe it was impoſſible for 
them and him to underſtand one another, and 
perſiſted in aſking for the two Miſſionaries, as a 
mean of ſpeedily terminating the buſineſs. Great 


obſtacles were ſtarted in oppoſition to his requeſt, - 


and the permiſſion of the Emperor was deemed 
previouſly neceſſary. As his Majeſty is much oc- 
cupied at this moment, I propoſed my waiting 
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upon the Naa-ſan-tayen, to whom I could give an 
account of what was paſſing, with explanations 
fo well fitted to tranquillize him in regard to our 
communicating with the Miſſionaries, that [I 
made no doubt of removing all fear. As I was 
obſtinate in my reſolution, I was told in anſwer 
that my deſign would be intimated to that 
officer; but I plainly faw that it was con- 
ſidered as a thing exceedingly unpleaſant for the 
Mandarin who had been charged with the con- 
veyance of the pieces of mechaniſm from Canton. 
Thoſe, however, who had been our two firſt con- 
ductors, and who were preſent at this diſcuſſion, 
were themſelvesof opinion that it would be highly 
proper that I ſhould ſpeak to the Naa-ſan-tayen. 


The firſt conductor recommended me to profit 
by this opportunity in order to prevail upon the 
| Naa-ſam-tayen to requeſt of the Prime Miniſter, in 
the Ambaſlador's name, that we might return by 
water rather than over land, and thus be ſpared 
the fatigue incident to ſo tedious a route. 


- The'\fame Mandarin told me alſo, that it was 
already ſome time ſince the Emperor had diſ- 
patched orders to Canton to exempt the ſhip that 
brought his Excellency to China from the ton- 
nage, cuſtom-houſe, and ſailing duties; a piece 

| | of 
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of information very agreeable to me, as by means 
of this indulgence the Embaſſy would coſt the 
Dutch Company very little; and I conſidered it 
as ſo much the more. fortunate, becauſe being 
bound by the oath exacted from us at Canton 
by the Mandarins, to confine our Embaſly to 
mere congratulations, it was out of our power to 
ſolicit any thing at Pe-kinz; thanks to that official 
intrigue. And who knows whether means would 


not have been invented to fruſtrate our intended 


journey to court, if, inſtead of ſubſcribing to. 


ſuch a declaration, we had refuſed to comply 


with their demand ? 
Our ſecond conductor, it. is true, had men- 
tioned to me.the circumſtance of the exemption 


of duties a few days ago; but I did not give en- 


tire credit to him, although I thought it natural 
that the ſame favour ſhould be ſhewn to our ſhip 
as to the Engliſh Company's veſſel the Hindoſtan, 
which was exempted from all duties laſt year in 


conſequence of its having brought Lord Macart- 


ney's ſuite and the preſents intended for the 
Emperor. My preſumption. indeed was not un- 
reaſonable, fince- we were told, over and. over 
again, that we were held in much higher eſteem 
than the Engliſh Embaſſy. It is alſo juſt that the 
Chineſe Monarch ſhould give ſome proofs of 
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magnanimity, when he receives teſtimonies of 


the high conſideration he inſpires, and of Euro- 


pean generoſity. And this ſacrifice ought to coſt 
him the leſs, when the homage paid him from 
the extremities of the globe is witneſſed by the 
envoys of neighbouring nations, who can teſtify 
that the renown of the Chineſe Empire extends 
to the moſt diſtant people upon earth. 


The Dutch Embaſſy will coft the Imperial 
treaſury at leaſt eighty thouſand ae, (fix hun- 
dred thouſand livres, or twenty-five thouſand 
pounds), all the expences of our journey from 


Canton to Pe-king and back again, beſides thoſe 


of carriage, being defrayed by the government. 
But is that paying too dear for this tribute of 
reſpectful affection. 


2th. About the hour of noon, the Naa: ſan- 
tayen came to our hotel and paid a viſit to the 
Ambaſſador, who converfed with him on a va- 
riety of ſubjects. His Excellency begged him to 
thank the Prime Miniſter for the favour which he 
had inclined the Emperor to grant, of exempting 
from all duties the ſhip that brought him to 
China, and to aſk, as a new mark of kindneſs, 
that we might return by water, in order to avoid 
the great fatigue we had experienced in our way 
| LE 
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to Pe- king. The Mandarin promiſed to execute 
both theſe commiſſions. e 


The Ambaſſador added, that our mechaniſt 
would put to rights the intereſting pieces of me- 
chaniſm we had brought with us; but that he 
ſtill required the aſſiſtance of one or two Miſ- 
ſionaries, it not being poſſible for him to avail 
himſelf of the ſervices of the Chineſe, whoſe 
language he does not underſtand. The Naa. ſau- 
tayen made anſwer, that the Miſſionaries were 
employed at that moment ; but that they ſhould 
come and afliſt M. Petit Pierre in a few days. 


The Ambaſſador, ſhewing this Mandarin a 
ſuperb filver temple, entreated him to offer it, in 
his name, to the Yoo-tchong-tang, as a teſtimony 
of his eſteem. He conſented to make the offer, 
but added that the Prime Miniſter would refuſe 
the temple, as well as every other preſent, be- 
cauſe it would ill become him to accept any 
thing from perſons who had undertaken ſo long 
and fatiguing a journey in order to pay their 
reſpetts to the Emperor. Neither would any 
other Mandarin conſent to receive preſents 
without an expreſs permiſſion from his Majeſty. 
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This converſation being finiſhed, the Man. 
darin, after taking leave of his Excellency, came 
into my apartment to look at ſomething or other, 
and I afterwards attended him as far as the ſtreet 


door. 


Shortly after came one of our court, conduc- 
tors to acquaint the Ambaſſador and me that we 
are to repair to the palace to-morrow morning 
at three o'clock, in order to be preſent when 
his Majeſty. ſets off for the temple to offer his 
annual tribute to the Almighty, in quality of 
Sovereign Sacrificer of the whole Empire. As 
his Majeſty is to paſs four and twenty hours at 
the temple, he added that it would be neceſſary 
to be alſo at the palace the wy, after Sinton, 
when he is; to . 


1 alſo hed 8 him that we, as well as all 
the perſons who are to accompany us, are to 
hold - ourſelves in readineſs to ſet off for Fuen- 
ming yuen about the 18th of the moon (the goth 
of this month), his Majeſty wiſhing to give us a 
reception peculiarly gracious, and to ſhew us 
* thing ien that the place contains. 


1 communicate all theſe things to the Am- 
27th. Although 


* 
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24th. Although we were prepared at the hour 
appointed yeſterday, it was nevertheleſs half paſt 
five when we ſet off for the palace. We were con- 
ducted to the ſouth ſquare where I was on the 
19th of this month; and were deſired to walk 
into one of the apartments fituated under the 
lateral galleries, where we remained till ſeven _ 
o'clock, when we were taken back to the 
ſquare. 


The day: light at the time laſt-mentioned af- 
fording me a good view of it, I obſerved that the 
building oppoſite the ſouth gate of the palace 
is neither more nor leſs than the great gate of 
the ſouth external wall, which, according to the 
ſignification of its name Uum-moen, has five paſ- 
ſages. The middle one is the loftieſt and wideſt. 
The lateral ones next to it, although ſmaller than 
this, are however much larger than the two at 
the ſides. The building that I took before for the 
gate of the temple of the Emperor's; anceſtgg's, 
is nothing but a gate leading to a ſquare or eſ- 
planade to the eaſtward, in which-that temple is 
ſituated. I could now perceive the roof of it 
overlooking the edifices that ſtand on the weſt 
ſide, as well as the trees by which it is ſur- 
rounded. | * 


Vol. I. 32 8 I alſo 


458 vorn or Tus porch 


I alſo perceived that this eaſtern gate is exactly 


in front of that to the weſt by which we entered, 


and that they were ſimilar and ſymmetrical 


buildings. 


On the ſquare ſouth of the palace ſtand two 
baſes or pedeſtals of marble ſupporting four ſhort - 
columns. On the capital of the eaſtern one is a 
machine which ſhews the age of the moon, while 
upon that to the weſt is a circular dial with two 
faces. It is inclined, and ſo contrived, that at 
ſun-riſe the hours are marked by the projection of 
the gnomon upon the under fide ; but when the 
ſun has gained a greater elevation, the time of 


the day is indicated upon the upper ſurface. 


This ſquare or court yard, which is very long, 


is entirely paved ; but with this peculiarity, that 


in the croſs formed by the two lines which lead 
to the four gates looking to the four cardinal 
Points of the compaſs, the pavement, compoſed 


of large hewn ſtones, is raiſed five inches above 


the reſt of the ſquare, upon a width of twenty- 


five feet. 


At half paſt ſeven the Emperor arrived in his 
habit of Sovereign Sacrificer. He was ſeated in 
a very large and very lofty chair, made in the 
MEE 1 ſhape 
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ſhape of a temple, and carried by two and 
thirty Coutis. This chair was followed by 
his uſual palanquin. We performed no other 
ceremony than that of kneeling down at 
the moment that his Imperial  Mayelty was 
paſſing by. 17 755 

The Monarch was preceded by a long train of 
ſervants on horſeback, each of whom carried 
ſomething of uſe to him, either for his perſon or 
the ceremony he was about to perform. In the 
firſt place was a yellow folding chair, and a low 
table of the ſame kind, both richly gilt ; then 
two. great vaſes of wrought gold; two. boxes 
full of bertel; four great diſhes or deep baſons, 
and two more boxes containing perfumes, the 
whole alſo of gold. Each of the bearers of theſe 
various things had a ſtrap which paſſed round 
his neck, and which ſerved him to hold them by. 


In this ceremony the Emperor has ſome re- 
ſemblance to the High Prieſt of the Jews, who h 
entered once a year, dreſſed. with the greateſt 
magnificence, into the Holy of Holies, there to 
offer an expiatory ſacrifice in the name of the 
whole Hebrew nation. 


* 
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| The proceſſion took the road of the external 
ſouth gate, but before his Majeſty had reached it, 
we were taken away and webu to our 
* 


After paſſing through the weſtern gate, on the 
outſide of which is a large paved court, I re- 
marked exactly in front of it a place walled 
round, with a gate of three paſſages, cloſed by 
folding doors painted red, and ſtuck full of large 
braſs nails. In this incloſure is a building, 
which I preſume to be dedicated to the philo- 
ſopher Kong-fou-1ſu (Confucius), becauſe I pre- 
ceived aboye the wall ſeveral roofs of Gn on 
ſurrounded with trees. | 


North of this incloſed ſpace is a very wide 
canal, running eaſt and weſt, and another till 
wider under the weſtern walls of the palace, be- 
ginning at the weſt gate and running northward 
for at leaſt a mile. 


It was about eight o'clock when we returned 
to our hotel. About half an hour afterwards a 
preſent was brought us from the Emperor for 
our breakfaſt, conſiſting of a diſh of cold boiled 
meat, and a plate of balls of meal, boiled 


alſo. This prefent will appear ſtill more incre- 
dible 
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dible if I enter into farther details. The meat 
conſiſted of a bit of the ribs, upon which there 
was hardly the thickneſs of half an inch of lean 
fleſh; a ſmall bone of the ſhoulder with ſcarcely 
any meat upon it at all; and four or five other 
bones belonging to the back or feet of a ſheep, 
and appearing to have been already gnawed. 
All this diſguſting collection was upon a dirty 
diſh, and ſeemed rather fitting for the meal of a 
dog than the repaſt of a man. In Holland, the 
worſt of beggars would receive a more cleanly 
pittance at an hoſpital; and yet it is a mark of 
honour ſhewn by an Emperor to an Ambaſſador! 
Perhaps it was even the leavings of the Monarch, 
and in that caſe, according to the opinion of the 
Chineſe, it was the greateſt favour that could be 
conferred, fince we had it in our power to gnaw 
the bone that his Majeſty had begun to clean. I 
ſhould certainly have preferred partaking of any 
other dainty bit rather than this unſavoury frag- 
ment. From this trait the reader may form an 
idea of the civility of the people of China, The 
Emperor is no doubt ignorant of theſe diſguſting 
proceedings; but at any rate the maitres d'hotel 
ſhould take care that his preſents appear in a 
more cleanly ſhape, eſpecially when they are in- 
tended for foreigners. 


83 On 
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On the other hand it appears that all this is 
the effect of cuſtom, for they pay quite as little 
attention to cleanlineſs in the other details of the 
table. When there is any want of plates or 
diſhes they do nothing but turn thoſe that havo 
been already uſed, in order to throw the remnants 
upon the firſt table that comes to hand, without 
troubling themſelves about its being clean or 
dirty. Such is the politeneſs of the officers of a 
court where one of the moſt important tribunals 
is that of ceremonies, 


Our Mechaniſt, Petit Pierre, began this day ta 
repair the handſome pieces of mechaniſm that 
have been injured. That young man is really 
very {ſkilful in every thing belonging to mocks. 
nics and watch making. 


28th. His Excellency and I repaired to the 
palace at four o'clock in the morning, and ſtaid 
there in the ſame apartment as yeſterday till fix, 
when we were conducted to the ſouth ſquare. 
The Emperor was not long before he made his 
appearance in his way back from the Temple of 
Heaven, which is fituated at the ſouthern ex- 
tremity of the ſuburbs at ten & (a league's) diſ- 
tance from the palace. He was in his uſual 
palanquin, carried by ſixteen Coulis, and repaired 
| immediately 
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immediately to his apartments. We then re- 
tired, and at ſeven o'clock got back to our hotel, 


It would be not a little irkſome to European 
courtiers if the princes there adopted the cuſtom 
of giving their audience and expediting affairs 
of ſtate at the break of day. It is probable that 
their levees would not be ſo much crouded as at 


preſem and that the ſame diſplay of luxury 


would not be ſeen on the part of thoſe who only 


go that they may be able to ay they have ap- 
peared at court, 


I am far myſelf from approving of the Chineſe 
cuſtom. In ſummer, indeed, it may not be found 
diſagreeable to riſe before the ſun, and thus avoid 
the heat of his rays; but how hard is it in 
winter, and in the middle of the night, when 
the cold is ſevere and piercing, to leave a warm 
bed to go and encounter the inclemency of the 
air. It is, accordingly, with extreme repug- 
nance that we ſubmit to this neceſſity to which 

we are here condemned. 


Neither upon this occaſion, nor during any of 
the other ceremonies at which the Emperor was 
preſent, did I ever ſee a military guard. There 
is not even a guard-houſe at the gates of the 
3 S 4 | palace, 
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palace, which are entruſted to the ſole care of a 
little Mandarin and a few other individuals ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe. . Any one would natu- 
rally expect to find a ſmall army in the Imperial 
reſidence, but he will ſee nothing like it. I can 
affirm, that in all my walks through the city [ 
never met with any thing [military except a 
ſmall guard-houſe, occupied by ten ſoldiers, 
under the command of an officer, who falls into 
the ranks himſelf, as ſerjeants do in Holland, 
At the gates of the city there are, perhaps, thirty 

or forty men, commanded by an officer of higher 


1 was not a little ſurprized to ſee ſo few 


troops, after having been aſſured laſt year, by 


one of the perſons of the Engliſh Embaſſy (Cap- 
tain Mackintoſh) that the effective army of the 
Chineſe empire amounted to eighteen hundred 
thouſand men. Perhaps it is requiſite to go into 


'Tartary to fee them; for I ſought in vain during 


my journey to diſcover a ſufficient number to 
juſtify my adopting any ſuch eſtimate. 


In the cities of the firſt and ſecond order we 
found as many as two hundred and fifty ſoldiers, 
and in thoſe of the third order feldom more than 


half the number. This calculation is founded 


4 SE upon 
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upon the whole garriſon turning out under arms 
in the cities we went through ; and in thoſe that 
we only approached, all the military were in 
like manner drawn up while we paſſed, in order 
to add to the parade of our reception. Reaſon- 
ing upon theſe data, drawn from circumſtances 
in which it was more natural for the Chineſe to 
ſeek to add to than diminiſh their diſplay of 
force, and taking into the account all the cjties 
of the three orders, all the forts, and all the mili- 
tary poſts of the fifteen provinces of the Chineſe 
empire, we ſhould hardly ſuppoſe at the outſide 
more than eight hundred thouſand men. 


Yeſterday and to-day there were at leaſt two 
hundred horſemen mounted, who either pre- 
ceded or followed the Emperor, but they were 
confuſedly mixed with the reſt of the.proctſſion. 
In the number was a ſcore of archers, con- 
founded alſo with the other individuals, The 
reſt of the train conſiſted of Mandarins and of 
ſervants of the Emperor. 


This court is then the only one even in Aſia 
where the chief of the nation is not ſurrounded 
and protected by a formidable military guard. 
The confidential guards of the Emperor of China 
are eunuchs, who alone are charged with the 

| protection 
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protection and police of the interior of the pa- | 
Jace ; of that place where he is really domeſti- 
cated with his wives and children. 


As to the horſes, of which during theſe few 
days paſt we have ſeen a great number, I cannot 
forbear making them the ſubject of a few ob- 
ſervations. : 


They are very numerous in the northern pro- 
vinces of China, but they are in general ſmall. 
A horſe of tolerable ſize is an uncommon thing, 
and a truly handſome horſe a rarity. This want 
of beauty in the horſe is perhaps attributable to 
the little care the Chineſe take of the ſpecies. 
They 15 very ſeldom either rubbed down, 
waſhed, or curry-combed. The ſaddle is put 
upon them in the dirty ſtate they are in when 
they come out of the ſtables, which are alſo kept 
in very bad order. I have ſeen Tome of the prin- 
cipal Mandarins mount a horſe without caring 
whether he were dreſſed or not. I have fome- 
times even remarked that the horſe's tail was 
clotted with dirt, which adhered the more 
ſtrongly owing to the froſt, and which it was not 
thought worth while to remove. From theſe 
facts I am led to conclude that this valuable 
animal is here abandoned to himfelf, and that his 


nouriſhment 
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nouriſhment is no more than ſufficient to enable 
him to work. My reader will then, no doubt, 
be of opinion with me, that the fate of a horſe 
In China is exceedingly hard. 


Palanquins are very unfrequent in the capital; 
few make uſe of them except the principal Mi- 
niſters of ſtate and the great Mandarins, when 
they go out of Pe-king. The uſual vehicle is a 
ſmall cart, with only room for one perſon. It is 
drawn by a ſingle horſe, and the upper part is 
covered with blue or black ſtuff. The Royal 
Family itſelf, and the Grandees of the Empire, 
make uſe of ſimilar carts, but they are then co- 
vered with cloth of an olive-green colour. The 
entrance is almoſt always in front, and the ſeat is 
nothing more than a cuſhion laid flat at the 
bottom of the carriage, | 


The private carts of the Mandarins have gene- 


rally a little door at the fide. Theſe carriages 
are not calculated for any but Chineſe. To 
Europeans they are exceedingly fatiguing, owing 
to the continual jumps they make over the pave- 
ment. I get into them as ſeldom as poſlible, 


chuſing rather to walk when L. am going no 


farther than the palace. Many Mandarins, par- 
ticularly of the military claſs, make uſe-of ſaddle 
1 : horſes 
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horſes inſtead-of carts, whether going to court or 
elſewhere, 


This morning his Majeſty ſent us a piece of 
raw pork for our table. At noon, or thereabout, 
the Naa: ſun· tayen waited upon his Excellency to 
thank him, in the name of the Prime Miniſter, 
for his offer of preſents, and to intimate that he 
cannot accept them. His Excellency upon this 
obſerved to the Mandarin, that as theſe preſents 
were ſent by the Stadtholder and the Dutch 
Company, the refuſal of them would be a ſort of 
difgrace to us; and that we therefore requeſted 
him to repeat this obſervation to the Yoo-tchong- 
lang, and to entreat him anew to receive the 
preſents, more eſpecially as at the time of the 
former Dutch Embaſſies they had not been re- 
fuſed by the then Prime Miniſter. 


The Naa-ſar-tayen promiſed to execute our 
commiſſion, though well aſſured that it would be 
of no avail, becauſe, according to him, neither 
the Feo-rchong-tang nor any other Miniſter will 
conſent to receive any thing whatever, but 
would rather offer us ſomething as a teſtimony: 
of their gratitude for the trouble we have taken, 
and the fatigue we have undergone during the 
Embaſſy. 

This 
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This Mandarin, after having taken leave of 
the Ambaſſador, had a ſhort converſation with 
M. Petit Pierre concerning watches. He then 
went away attended 'by me again as far as the 
inner door. 


In the afternoon we were informed that it 
would be neceſſary to go to-morrow morning, at 
four o'clock, to the palace, in order to breakfaſt 
in the Emperor's apartments. We had alſo 
notice to hold ourſelves in readineſs to ſet off 
the day after to-morrow at noon for Yuen» 
mmg-yuen. 


29th. We ſet off for the palace at four o'clock, 
being conveyed in little carts to a ſmall diſtance 
beyond the noble ſtone bridge of which I made 
mention on the 1oth and 11th of this month. 
There we took the ſouth ſide of the ſtreet, op- 
polite a great gate with three paſſages, cloſed by 
folding doors painted red, and ornamented with 
braſs knobs. Having paſſed through this gate, 
we found ourſelves in a large ſquare planted 
with cedars and other trees, under which we 


walked for ſome time. We were then con- 


dutted to a little apartment near a pagoda, there 
to wait the Emperor's coming. 


When 


— Go Ds. 
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When it was broad day-light, but before the 
riſing of the ſun, we were deſired to leave that 
apartment in order to go into a little garden, 
where the ground was entirely prepared for cul- 
tivation. There we waited near a large and 
magnificent building till the Monarch ſhould _ 


appear. 


3 food perceived that we were in the ſame 
place where we had ſeen the, ſkaters perform 
their exerciſe on the 12th, but we were to-day 
ta the weſtward of the frozen pond, inſtead of 
being to the ſouth-eaſt. We perceived a few 
ſkaters upon the ice. 


Soon after ſun- rie the Emperor came in his 
common chair, carried by eight Coulis. While he 
was paſſing we knelt down, but without ſaluting 
him. His Majeſty, thus carried, entered the 
building, where he was received by the two 
principal Miniſters, who had arrived on ne 
back ſome time before. 


We were then conducted towards a great 
fight of ſteps on the eaſtern fide of the building, 
which led us towards a paved ſquare, fituated 
ſouth of it, and entirely ſurrounded by a ſtone 
- -baluſtrade, having to the ſouth three flights of 

3 s ſteps, 


* 
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ſteps, which ſerve as a deſcent into the garden, 
The building, which is two ſtories high, is ex- 
actly ſimilar to that which is ſituated in the in- 
terior of the palace, and which I deſcribed to the 
reader on the zoth of this month. The ſaloon, 
called Le- quon-coł, the throne and the inſtru- 
ments of muſic, all retraced the idea of the 
former place. The preparations were alſo the 
ſame, as well as the manner of placing the 
gueſts and their little tables, except that to-day, 
| Inſtead of fifty diſhes, they could only boaſt of 
four, namely, rice, broth, bones of meat, and 
balls of meal. 


The Emperor having ſeated himſelf upon his 


throne, all the gueſts paid him the ſalute of 
Honour, and afterwards” fat down upon their 
cuſhions. . After having ate ſomething his Ma- 
jeſty ſent a ſmall diſh from his table to us in 
particular. It contained cakes of meal, which 1 
found excellent. 


While we were eating, a vocal and inſtru- 
mental concert was executed. Among the 
lingers I remarked a very ſtout man, whoſe voice 
was the deepeſt baſs I ever heard in my life, 
while the purity of the ſound was aſtoniſhing. 
He reminded me that I had heard about thirty 
| -., - years 
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years ago, 'at Amſterdam, three famous Jews, 
brothers, one of whom was very celebrated for 
his baſs voice; but this — ſurpaſſed him 


very much. 


The repaſt being over, a cup of the milk of 
beans (Catjang) was brought to each gueſt, but 
it was fo burnt that it was impoſſible to drink it. 
Soon after the Corean Ambaſſadors and we were 
delired to riſe in order to approach the throne, 
oppoſite which we repeated the ceremonies per- 
formed on the 2oth. We received from the 
hands of the Emperor a cup of Chineſe Samſon, 
after which his Excellency and I made the ſalute 
of honour with our hats on. 


> 


As ſoon as we had reſumed our ſeats ſome . 
buffoons entered, among whom was a little boy 
who performed upon the top of a bamboo the 
only tricks deſerving of notice. 


Shortly after his Majeſty roſe, and retired 
towards the palace. We were then defired to 
walk down the ſouth ſteps into the garden, 
where a large yellow tent was pitched over three 
long tables. On theſe tables were wooden 
trays containing preſents for all the Envoys 
who aſſiſted at the entertainment. Ihey 
ny were 
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were diſtributed by the three firſt Co/aos or 
Miniſters of State, and delivered to each of us 
individually, "Ho 


I ſaw to-day, for the firſt time, among thoſe 
Miniſters the Aa-tchong-tang, who is ſo far ad- 
vanced in years that his beard is entirely white. 


To the preſents made us one was added for 
Prince the Stadtholder. It is a kind of Chineſe 


ſceptte made of a beautiful tranſparent green 


ſtone, reſembling agate, and called by the Chineſe 
Fitz-auy. This curioſity of admirable workman- 
ſhip, and the higheſt poliſh, valued at two thou- 
| ſand dollars, was accompanied by fifty-five rolls 
of different kinds of filk, which were delivered to 
the Ambaſſador. He then received for himſelf 
twenty-five rolls of ſtuffs of various qualities; I 
had eight; there were forty more for the five 
gentlemen in the ſuite of the Embaſſy; and alſo 
ſeventy-two pieces of Pancke (thin filk); and 
ſeventy-two pieces of Nam-king for the Mechaniſt 
and the ſeventeen ſoldiers and ſervants. A ſalute 
of honour exprefſed our thanks, and then the 
whole was delivered to the Mandarins, our con- 


ductors, in order that they might take care to 


convey it to our hotel. 


The ceremony being over the Yoo-{chong-tans 


Vo. I. T cauſed 
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cauſed it to be intimated to us, that his Majeſty 
had ordered the Naa-ſan-tayen to take us to ſee 
ſome of the temples and edifices within the pre- 
cintts of the palace. We deſired the interpreter 
to expreſs our grateful feelings for this favour of 
the Emperor, and ſet off under the _ of 
the obliging Mandarin. 


We went back over the bridge, which I have 
ſeveral times had occaſion to mention, and to the 
northward of which we entered the palace by an 
immenſe gate. 


We were conducted in the firſt place towards 
the temple of Howing-0nt/u, the great God of the 
Lamas; a ſect of which the preſent Emperor is 
the declared protector. This temple conſiſts of 
two edifices, one fituated at the foot of a mount, 
the other on its ſummit. The firſt is built in 
the Chineſe faſhion, and the ſecond according to 
the taſte of the Zamas, that is to ſay, that its 
ſquare baſement is ſurmounted by a lofty cir- 
cular dome, which is itſelf terminated by a long 
pyramid of excellent workmanſhip, and ending 
in a point, the extremity of which is covered by 
a creſcent. The idol placed in the lower temple 
is of great height, gilt all over, and fitting upon a 
cuſhion. It is a coloſſal ſtatue, the face expreſl- 


mon. | ng 
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ing pleaſure and gaiety, the charaQeriſtics of the 
idol of ſenſuality among the Chineſe, 


From the temple ſituated at the foot of the 
mount we proceeded through a door in the back 


part to a flight of a hundred and twenty ſteps of 


gentle aſcent, which led us to the upper temple. 


On all fides of the ſquare baſement which 
ſupports the dome of the latter is a large gallery, 
ſurrounded by a baluſtrade. From this point 
of fight the eye diſcovers without obſtacle the 


vaſt extent of Pe-&ing, of which the proſpect is 


really ſurpriſing, both on account of the immenſe 
ſpace covered by the city, and of the view at- 
forded by the whole of the palace, and by an 


infinite number of edifices and buildings of all 


kinds. Unfortunately it was a very early hour 
of the morning, and a thick fog aroſe, which 
prevented our ſeeing ſo weil as we could have 
wiſhed. Beſides there was no proportion 
between the time required to examine every 
thing, and that which we were permitted to 


employ. It was from this elevated ſpot that 1 


perceived for the firſt time, that the lodging aſ- 
Lgned to us is within the outer walls of the palace. 


We were deſired to remark from the gallery 
of the upper temple the place where the laſt 
T 2 Emperor 
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Emperor of the Chineſe dynaſty hung himſelf. 
It is a little riſing ground or mount, fituated 
within the ſecond. incloſure of the palace, and 
called King-tching. On the ſummit of this riſing 
ground, over the tomb of the unfortunate Mo- 
narch, an open hexagonal pavilion has beon built, 


The outſide of the ſquare baſement of the pa- 
goda of Houin on. iſu is entirely coated with bricks, 
exhibiting figures in relief, in the mid ſt of which 
is a deep niche containing the image of a Jos in 
baſſo-relievo, The bricks have a green edging, 
but the niche and image are yellow. The whole 
appears to be enamelled. Hence the reader may 
Judge of the magnificent appearance e by 
the whole edifice. | 


Within the temple itſelf, which is formed by 
this ſquare, ſtands upon an altar an idol monſtrous 
in its form, but of ſmall ſtature, ſince it is not 
more than five feet high. Its head is miſhapen, 
and it has a number of arms and legs of bronze, 
caſt altogether in a maſterly manner. Before the 
altar are four ſtuffed tygers in a ſitting poſture ; 
and along the walls are ſuſpended bows, arrows, 
and other attributes of hunting. The door, the 
_ Pillars, and the window-frames of the temple 
are of. bronze likewiſe, and are embelliſhed by 
art in a way highly deſerving of praiſe, 3 
wy 8 SES Above 
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Above this ſquare edifice ſtands, as I have N 
already ſaid, the dome, the bottom of which is of 
leſs extent than the ſquare baſement itſelf, and 
which, after a contraction or neck, riſes, in- 
creaſing in ſize, and terminates in a ſection of a 
ſphere. On the centre of this dome ſtands a - 
bronze ſpire or point, ornamented with a feſ- 
toon, ſurmounted by a creſcent, richly gilt. 


After having admired all theſe details, andevery 
thing elſe about this temple, and after having 
indulged our eyes with a view of ſuch a variety 
of objects, we proceeded along a private road, 
made at the back of the hill, in which we now 
and then met with pieces of rock. It brought 
us to a third temple of Chineſe conſiruttion, con- 
taining a female idol: 


Upon quitting this laſt temple, we were de- 
fired to ſeat ourſelves upon a fled, which carried 
us acroſs the ice to another edifice. This is of 
a circular form, and built upon the margin of 
the water, with an open gallery, commanding a 
noble view when the eye is directed acroſs the 
pond, which is here. of conſiderable. width, to 
ſeveral buildings erected on the oppoſite fide. 


I obſerved beſides five pavilions ſituated on 
the pond, all magnificent ſtructures. The middle, 
SN We. and 
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and principal one, has a roof of three diviſions 

or ſtories terminating in a point. The two pa- 
vilions next this centre one have double roofs, 
while the two others have fingle roofs of an acute 
form. Like that of the middle pavilion, all theſe 
roofs are richly ornamented, and covered with 
_ yellow varniſhed tiles. In ſhort, the whole ap- 
peazance of theſe five pavilions, exquiſitely gilt, 
and embelliſhed with red and green varniſh, is 
truly extraordinary. It is there that the Em- 
peror goes in the fummer with his wives to fiſh, 
or to be preſent at ſome party of pleaſure. The 
middle pavilion is deſtined folely for the Em- 
peror, while the four others are inhabited by his 
wives, the courtiers, and the other perſons in 
his Majeſty's ſervice. Theſe pavilions are called 
Dum long-thang. 

On quitting the circular building, we returned 
to the fled, which conveyed us again acroſs the 
lake. When we reached the other fide we got 
out in order to viſit another temple, called Ki- 
lok-tſay-kay. In the centre of it is an artificial 
rock, the top of which afcends to the roof, while 
its baſe covers the greater part of the inner ſur- 
face of the temple. This rock is planted with 
trees, and is embelliſhed with artificial flowers. 
A great number of Jos are placed in cavities left 
in different parts; while a winding and narrow 
obs, | path 
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path leads through the ſtones, by irregular ſteps, 
to the ſummit, where ſtands the principal idol 
repreſenting a woman. 


Me aſcended to the top of the rock, and found 
it much higher than we had imagined. Another 

path, leading alſo round the rock, but in a 
_ contrary direction, brought us down again. It 
muſt be confeſſed that this imitation exactly re- 
fembles nature ; that every part of it diſcovers 
good taſte; and that it is very well worth ſeeing. 


Thence we were conducted to the temple Mau- 
Fateten, which is three ſtories high; each of them 
conſiſting of an immenſe room full of altars and 
idols. This temple is called the pagoda of ten 
thonſand idols. Among the principal gilt ſtatues 
landing upon altars there are three in each ſtory, 
exceedingly large, and fix ſmaller. The walls 
all round the temple are full of little niches ; and 
in every niche, as well as between the ſteps, is 
the image of a Jos, in bronze, about ſix inches 
high. This temple is then not a little extra- 
ordinary, and has a ſingular effect upon the eye: 


We examined the three ſtories with a great 
deal of attention, and found the edifice to be of 
conſiderable elevation. The upper ſtory is as 
handfome as the lower, except that the latter 
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can boaſt of two beautiful towers, about ſeven- 
teen or eighteen inches high. They are made of 
dark-coloured wood, and are wrought with ad- 
mirable delicacy and ſkill, the plates and orna- 
ments of ſilver, with which they are enriched, 
making a very pleaſing contraſt with the colour 
of the wood. They are placed on the ground 
in two angles of the room. | 
In each room or ſtory, oppoſite the altar, are 
vaſes of bronze of the moſt finiſhed workman- 
thip, with perfumes burning in them. There 
are other vaſes alſo intended for religious cere- 
monies, and highly deſerving the attention of the 
curious. | 


Me quitted this temple, in order to go to that 
called 1ay-/ay-tin, where the principal image re- 
preſents a woman ſitting, and is more than thirty 
cobidos high“. Its head is compoſed of an aſ- 
ſemblage of fix faces, turned fix different ways; 
| while, from two well proportioned arms, proceed 
five hundred other arms on each fide. Above 
the head, or rather the heads is a pyramid which 
appears to contain, at leaſt, hve hundred little 
heads. 125 


Before and upon the ſides of the altar are two 


About thirty-five French feet, Tri £9.) 
CE us towers, 
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towers, ſtanding on the ground, ſuperior, in 
beauty, to thoſe of the temple of ten thouſand 
idols. Like them they are octagonal, and of 
nine ſtories, but are made of bronze, and, as we 
were aſſured, caſt in a ſingle piece. They are 
fix feet and a half diameter at their baſe, and 
about fifteen feet high. The work is open, with 
chaſed ornaments, and a thouſand curious de- 
tails. They are ſo highly finiſhed that the moſt 
{ſkilful European artiſt might be proud of having 
executed them, ſuppoſing them even to conſiſt 
of ſeveral pieces. 


By the fide of theſe towers are alſo two pretty 
large temples of bronze, ornamented inſide and 
out with beautiful chaſed work, and with ſtones, 
ſuitable to ſacred purpoſes *, which, as well as the 
temples themſelves, would be well worthy the at- 
tention of the moſt ſkilful artiſt. 


The conſecrated veſſels of bronze for the uſe 
of the temples are, in general, admirably 
wrought in bas re/ief, and with ſo much delicacy 
in the details, that to diſcover all their beauties, 
it is neceſſary to examine them cloſely, and with 
the moſt ſcrupulous attention. All the pagodas 
contain a great number of thoſe veſſels. : 


* Des fierres analogues. a uſage des templers 
We 
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We afterwards aſcended, by a ſtaircaſe, to ths 
ſecond ſtory, which only forms a kind of gallery, 
becauſe the coloflal idol of which I have juſt 
ſpoken rifes above it, and paſſes through the 
middle of the floor: | | 


Upon the whole, theſe temples; both within 
and without, are decorzted with a richneſs bor- 
dering upon profuſion. ' The ornaments of ſculp- 
ture are covered with ſuch brilliant gilding, and 
ſuch lively colours, that they are eltobithingly 
ſplendid and magnificent. His Excellency ac- 
cordingly confeſſed that he had never ſeen any 
thing either ſo beautiful, or fo ſumptuous, in tho 


| A of aa) . 


Al the avenues which lead to theſe edifices, 
and all the intervals between them, are laid out 
with exquiſite taſte. Sometimes we met with a 
rock ; ſometimes with places full of ſtones and 
Pebbles ; all theſe irregularities united, imitating 
thoſe of nature, with an art which no other nation 


can equal, 


In going from the ſecond to the third temple, 


The Dutch Ambaſſador, M. Titzing, reſided a long time 
in Japan, and even employed himſelf in acquiring information 
concerning that intereſting country, the language of which he 
vaderſtands. (Fr. Ed.) 


* 
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we paſſed under a great and beautiful triumphal 
arch, with three wide openings, ſituated near the 
edge of the pond at the entrance of the paved 
court of the temple Tay-fay-ten. The ſupports or 
pedeftals of this triumphal arch confiſt of large 
pieces of marble, ſculptured in a maſterly man- 
ner. The part which ſurmounts them, and which 
is of maſonry, is entirely covered with varniſh of 
different colours, ſeeming to indicate 'bricks of 
different tints, and harmonizing in the moſt agree- 
able manner, This triumphal- arch is beſides 
richly ornamented in parts with ſculpture and 
gilding. It is covered with yellow varniſhed tiles. 


We were abundantly convinced this morning, 
by the fight of ſo many curious things, that China 
has formerly produced men of great genius, ſup- 
poſing that there be none alive at the preſent day. 


From the laſt pagoda, we were taken back 
upon the ſled, over the pond, towards the eaſtern 
ſide, where we alighted. There the Naa-ſan-tayen 
took leave of us, and we returned on foot to our 
hotel, which wasnearer to the gate through which 
we paſſed in our way to it, than to the ſouth fide 
of the palace. It was half paſt eleven when we 
returned after this entertaining excurſion, 


This favour of the Emperor is another manifeſt 
| proof 
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proof that our Embaſſy. is agreeable to him, ſince 
no trace is to be found in the hiſtory of preceding 
ones of the like being ever. granted to an Am- 
bafſador. The ſame may be ſaid of our journey 


| to-morrow to his ſummer palace, eſpecially as the 


Monarch ſets off himſelf to paſs ſome time there. 


We received notice to repair early to-morrow 


morning to the palace to ſee his Majeſty ſet off, 


and to hold ourſelyes in readineſs to follow him 
in the afternoon. | 


In paſſing through the ſtreet to return to our 
lodgings, we perecived that yellow ſand was 
already ſtrewing in it, and that it was preparing 


for the Emperor's paſſage. 


Every day the ſtreets are ſwept by a kind of 
imperial ſlaves kept for that purpoſe. There are 
no leſs than four thouſand of them at Pe-king, 
where they are highly neceſſary to keep the city 
in a cleanly ſtate. 


5 zoth. At five o'clock in the morning, we got 


wato our little carts, which conveyed us beyond 
the bridge ſomewhat farther than yeſterday. 
We alighted, and went into the ſhop of a dealer 


in furs, where we remained till day-break. We 


were then taken into the ſtreet, where, ſhortly 
3 after, 
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after, we ſaw his Imperial Majeſty paſs, borne by 
eight Coulis, in his uſual ſedan-chair, We knelt 
down while he paſſed, and perceived by a look 
he caſt upon us, that we were not unobſerved. 


The Emperor's retinue was conſiderable. He 
was followed by a great number of palanquins 
and carts; but the principal part of his train 
conſiſted of men mounted on horſes and mules. _ 
Ihe latter, in the environs of Pe-kzg, are large 
and handſome animals, and appear to be in 
higher eſtimation than horſes. | 


After the crowd was gone by, we got into 
our carriages again, in order to return to our 
hotel, whither the Mandarins came at an early 
hour to haſten our departure for the country. 


Our baggage being already packed up it was 
ſent off before us; and having dined at noon, 
we ſet off in little carts at one o'clock in the 
afternoon, 


Driving to the northward for about four 
minutes, we turned to the weſtward at the corner 
of our ſtreet, and paſſed the bridge. After going 
a little way round we entered a Jong ſtreet, and, 
going a full trot ſtill to the weſtward for a quarter 
of an hour, paſſed the outer gate of the palace 
called the gate of Lay. on. , 


As 
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. As ſoon as out of this gate, we turned again to 
the north, and drove down a ſtreet wide and 
ſtraight like the laſt, and paved in the middle. 
At the end of fifteen minutes we turned a corner, 
entered another ſtreet, and, driving to the weſt- 
ward, found ourſelves in fifteen minutes more at 
the gate of the city called the gate of Tſay-chec. 
Thus in fifty minutes were we conveyed from our 
botel to the extremity of the city. 


In the laſt ſtreet but one, we met fix great 
elephants coming into Pe-king, having almoſt all 
tong but ſlender teeth. They were a preſent ſent 
to his Majeſty by a great Mandarin reſiding on 
the weſtern. frontiers. 


Beyond the gate of Jay chec the ſtreets of 
the ſuburbs are not ſpacious, but on each hand 
are as handſome ſhops as in the interior of the 


city. The fronts of moſt of them are ornamented 


with exquiſite carved-work, reſplendent with 


gilding of the richeſt kind. On both ſides of the 


way are alſo tents, in which haberdaſhers and 
other tradefmen expofe all ſorts of wares to the 
view of the public. 


In theſe ſtreets there were a great many 
women. We alſo met with a conſiderable num- 
ber in little carts, ſome of whom were very 


- 


1 thought 
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I thought I perceived that many of theſe young 
ladies were upon an amorous pilgrimage: in the 
firſt place, becauſe they had an old duenna fitting 
at the fore part of the cart, and alſo becauſe at the 
moment our carriages were paſſing one another, 
they ſuffered themſelves to be looked at with a 
freedom equal to the curioſity with which they 
gazed upon us. They even lifted up entirely 
the curtain in the front of their carriage; and as 
married women would never dare to allow them- 
ſelves ſuch liberties, I am the more ſtrongly con- 
krmed in my opinion. 


The gate by which we went out of Pe-king 
is exactly ſimilar to that by which we entered it 
on the ſouth ſide, on the roth of this month. It is 
ſurmounted by an edifice, and protected by a 
baſtion on the outer fide. 


In the laſt ſtreet before we came to the gate 
of the city, we croſſed a very wide bridge of a 
lingle arch, with a ſtone baluſtrade on each ſide ; 
this bridge inclines me to ſuppoſe that a canal 
or ſtream of water runs through the city. wh 


There were a great many windings in the road 
without Pe-king, but in general it takes a north- 
weſt direction. The middle is paved with hewn 
{tones like that by which we entered the city 

an 
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on the gth of the preſent APY There are Ao 
trees on each fide; and we met with habitations 
and villages at ſmall diſtances from one another. 

We had been going fe fifty minutes at a full 
trot, when we ſtopped at a place called Loitime, 
fituated at ten i from Yuen-ming-yuen. A very 
good and tolerably ſpacious, lodging had been 
prepared for us there. We took poſſeſſion of it, 
and ſhortly afterwards our baggage arrived. 


Our conductor informed ns upon our firft 
Teaving the city,'that his Excellency and I muſt 
be ready to-morrow morning at an early hour to 
go and breakfaſt at court, and congratulate the 
Emperor upon his arrival in the country. It 
appears then that we ſhall be no more exempt 
here than at Pe- King from thoſe ceremonies which 
precede the dawn of day. | 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


